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SERMON I. 

Of the univerf^l fenfe of good and 
evil. 

Acts xxiv. 25. 

And as he reafoned of righteoufnefsy 
temperance ^and judgment to come, 
Felix trembled."—^ 

H E R E is nothing more ufe- Serm. 
fill and inftruftive than to 
acquaint ourfelves with theU^VNi 
hiftory of mankind, efpecially 
in their moral condudl : This gives us a 
true knowledge of human nature, of the 
various workings of its paffions, and the 
principles by which it is influenced. And 
obfervations grounded onJaSi are certain 
A 4 and 
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a Of the univerfal jenje 

SeRM. and indifputable ; whereas ahjiraB fpecu- 
I. latiom may not only differ very much, 
^■^^^^'^ but are liable to be difputed, and more 
eafily perplexed or evaded. Befides, a 
finall piece of hiftory affords a greater 
variety of incidents for the improvement 
of our minds, and the right condudt of 
life, _ than can be fuggefted, vvrithin the 
fame compafs, in the way of inJlruSlion 
and reafoning : This will more fully ap- 
pear by confidering the particular tranf- 
adlion between Paul and Felix, of which 
the text is a part. 

Felix by the confeffion of Tacitus the 
Roman hiflorian, governed the Jews in 
a very arbitrary manner, and committed 
the groffeft adls of oppreffion and tyranny. 
jofeph. -^^^ Drujilla his wife, without any good 
Ant.l.xx.reafon to juflify a divorce, had left her 
^ ^' former huiband, and given herfelf to 
him ; and confequently was an adulter efs: 
When St. Paul, therefore, was fent for 

* Claudius defunfUs reg^bus, Judasam provinciatn equi- 
tibus Romanis aut libertis permiilt ; e quibus Antoniu^ 
Felix, per omnem faevitiam ac libidincxn, jus regium fer- 
vili ingenio cxcrcuit. Htfior, lib, v. c. 9. 

At non frater ejus cognomento Felix pari moderatione 
agebaCy jam pridem Judasae impoiitus, & cun6la malefa^ 
ibi impune ratus, tanta potentia fubnixo. Annal. xii. 54. 

to 
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to explain to them the nature of theSERM. 
ChriiUan Religion, which was then new- I. 
ly publiflicd, and, upon that account, a ^"^^^ 
matter of curio/ityi and in difcourfing 
on the morality of the golpel, which is 
the moft important and elfential part of 
it (as it muft be of every revelation that 
is really of divine original ) took occafion 
to inculcate the eternal laws of juftice, 
and the immutable obligations of tem- 
perance and chaftity ; the confcience of 
the governour was alarmed and terrified, 
and a fenfe of his crime, and dread of 
the righteous and awful judgment of 
God upon all fuch notorious ofienders 
againft the rules of righteoufnefs and bu- 
manity^ filled him with the utmoft con- 
fufion. Vrujilla indeed does not appear 
to have difcoyered any remorfe j perhaps 
fliewas, naturally, of a more hard, infen- 
fible, unrelenting temper j or confided in 
her Jewijh privileges, and expefted to 
be faved, as a daughter of Abraham^ not- 
withftanding the immorality and wick- 
cdnefs of her life. However this be, as 
'tis not my bufinefs to make conjedtures, 
I fhall proceed to confider what is dire<3:- 
ly related by the hiftorian, Dtz» that, as 

2 Paul 
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4 Of the univerfal fenfe 

Serm. VzxxXreafonedcf rigbteoufnefs^ temperance ^ 
. !• and judgment to come^ Felix trembled: 
^^^^^^ only prcmifing, that the impreffion, which 
the Apoftle's difcourfc made upon his 
mind, did not fpring from any thing in 
his peculiar circumftances, but from the 
general frame of hnmzxi nature, and prin- 
ciples that are common to all mankind ; 
and confequently that the moral reflec- 
tions, naturally arifing from it, muft be 
of univerfat concern. And, 

i^. We learn from this hiftory, that 
there is, even in the worft of men, a 
natural confcience of good and evil, which 
in very few, if any, inftances, is entire- 
ly extinguifhed. It may be darkned, 
perverted, and very much defaced, but 
is hardly ever quite obliterated and loft. 
There are certain feafons, which check 
the infolence of the paflions, and difpofe . 
for gravity and confideration, in which 
it revives^ and rcprcfents the malignity of 
irregular and vitious exceffes in a clear and 
ftrong light. 

Indeed the advocates for vice and li- 
centioufnefs have, fometimes, gone fo 
far, as to reprefent all our notions of 

right 
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right and wrong as the efFedts of education^ Se rm. 
cujlom^ fuperjlition, and the like 5 but this !• 
evidently ftiews, that they are men of very '^V^ 
little knowledge of human nature } and 
of narrow obfervation : For let them 
fix on any inftance of real and undoubted 
fuperftition they pleafe, and let them 
examine all ages, and hiftories ; and they 
will never find, tho' it was ever fo plau- 
fible, and managed with the utmo^ art 
and dexterity, that it had fuch a Jteady 
and univerfal influence as notions of mo- 
rality. The v)eak^ and unthinking^ and 
perfons of a fujpicious^ gloomy temper, may 
be perfuaded to look upon it as iacred, and 
drawn into a ftifF attachment to it j but 
thtmoYt judicious have fccretly defpis^d it; 
and it was never known to take, univer- 
fally, as a thing of real excellency and im- 
portance in itlelf, with men of all capaci^ 
tieSy inclinations and intere/is. 

Again, by the ufe of proper arguments, 
a man may convince great multitudes of 
the abfurdity and folly of any ejiablijhed 
fuperftition^mA form a ftrong party againft 
it J but let him ufe the utmoft fophillry 
to confound all diftinftion between virtue 

and 
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6 Of the umverfal Jenfe 

Serm. and vice^ to prove that there is no diffe- 
I. fence between juft and unjuft, beneficence 

^■^^"^^ and cruelty, that fraud and oppreffion, 
adultery and murder, have nothing cri- 
minal in them, but what is owing to the 
arbitrary determination of the world, or 
the juggles of friejli and politicians 5 let 
him attempt, I fay, to eftablifh fo mon- 
ftrous a fcheme with ever fo much craft 
and fubtilty, he will make but few profe- 
lytes; nay, nor even be able to impofe 
on himfelf fo far, however he may per- 
plex and puzzle his underftanding, as to 
be firmly eflablifhed in fuch a wild opi- 
nion, without having, at any time, un- 
eafy fufpicionSy and fome miictures of jea^ 
loufy and dijirujl. 

Add to this, that the nvifeji^ in all 
ages, thofe who have difcovered the 
greateft llrength and compafs of rea- 
fon, have had the mofl large and re^ 
fined fentiments of morality, and urged 
the ftridteft regard to it in all its parts. 
And finally, that thofe who differed mofl 
about external rites, and particular forms 
of fuperflition, have unanimoujly agreed 
in afferting the facrednefs of moral oblir 

gations^ 
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gations, and in all the effential andmo-SERM* 
mcntous branches of virtue. All which, 
taken together, is the ftrongeft prefump- ^^"^^ 
tion imaginable, that the univerfal fenfe 
of good and evil, which appears among 
mankind, is a natural principle ; and has 
not its foundation in fancy and entbu^ 
Jiafm. , 
But to come more diredtly to the 
point. All the obligations of morality 
approve themfelves, upon examination, tp 
our beft and pureft reafon: And this 
Jingle circumftance proves, undeniably, 
that they fpring from the nature of 
things ; and whereas it holds true of all 
kinds of fuperftition, that they will not 
ftand an exadt and critical enquiry, arc 
beft liked when they are leaft underftood, 
moft fuccefsfuUy propagated in times of 
ignorance and implicit faith, and loie 
ground in more judicious and inquifi- 
tive ages ; the quite contrary may be laid 
of the rules of virtue, which, the more 
narrowly they are eanvafled, their au- 
thority appears by fo much the more 
unqueftionable : The mind, the more it 
confiders and argues about them^ is the 

more 
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Sbrm. more fully convinced of their importance. 
I. Nothing does the caufe of virtue fo much 

^■^^-^^^^^lervice, or makes it af^ar with fiich dig-^ 
nity and luftre, as bringing it to the teft 
of a good under/landing : as an evidence 
of which, it has, in fadl, been always 
moft cultivated, and held in the higheft 
cfteem, in the moft knowing and civilized » 
nations, where thofe ingenious and libe- 
ral arts, which adorn and poliih human 
life, have flouriflied in their greateft per- 
fedioA, 

But even this is not all. For becaulii 
the decifions of reafon are Jlow^ formed 
by a train of dedudions and inferences, 
which all are not equally capable of ; 
and if notions of morality were only 
to be acquired this way, the good eficft 
would too frequently be obftrudted by 
various caufes, preventing the right exer- 
cife of our rational faculties, in fome by 
the cares of life, in others by indolence ; 
upon thefe accounts, I fay, there ieems 
to be implanted in our nature a kind of 
fenfe of good and evil, an immediate per^ 
ceptiony without any intervening train of 
rcafoning, of th6 amiablenefs and beauty 
2 of 
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of virtae, and the deformity of vke.SERM. 
And this I take to be what ismoft pro- I* 
pcrly meant by natural confcience ; which^^ 
however it may be corrupted and obfcur- 
ed by fenfual pafiions, and, £or a time, 
controuled by ftrong prejudices, and inve- 
terate habits of vice, the worft of men 
can't entirely get rid o£ And, undoubted- 
ly, it is an excellent proviiion of the God 
of nature, and an undeniable proof of 
his wifdom and goodne& in the forma- 
tion of mankind ^ not only as 'tis a con- 
ilant incentive to honourable, virtuous^ 
and ufeful actions, and a more eo^di*- 
tious, univerfaly and vigorous principle 
than the mere cocA and abfbadt didates 
of reafon ; but as it may adwayi be a 
means of reforming offenders, and does 
jiot leave their recovery quite defperate^ 
liio* they have gone great lengths in vice 
anddiicmler; or, atleaft, Joi many cafes, 
che^s the irregular exceflcs of their paf- 
£ons, imd limits their extravagancies, 
which might, otherwi^, occafion gmter 
confiifion in the world, and be much 
mwe injmious to the general interefts of 
£)cieties. 

I 
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Se rm* I fliall only add, that as it appears, from* 
I- the example in the text, that bad meir 
^are fotoetimes ftruck with terror on ac- 
count of their vices, and fully convin- 
ced of their unreafonable nature, and 
pernicious confequences, but foon wear 
off the impreffion, and continue their evil 
pradtices without being at air reformed y 
we leam from hence, how ftrangely a 
courfe of habitual wickcdnefs captivates^ 
and en/laves the mind : It is held in fuch 
ftrong fetters, that the finner has not 
f efolution .enough to return to the paths 
of virtue, tho'.reafon and intereft both 
demand it ; nor to abandon his vices,: 
notwithftanding he is perfuaded that they 
are a fource of reproach and difhonour; 
and have a dira5t tendency to mifery and 
ruin. Such a ftate of fervitude, ivt which: 
our noblejl fecukies, our intelleBual and 
moral powers, ,are entirely fubjefted to 
fenfe and appetite, is the loweft and moft 
melancholy depravation of human nature • 
moft ignominious iciiX&\iy aod fatal in its 
efFedte. 

2dly. We may obfervcj from the text, 
what a miferable thing it is to. have a 
X con- 
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Cdnlcience burthened with guUt, in thatSERMi 
a man dares not truft himfclf to tbink^ for I* 
fear of being alarmed, and filled with ^ 
terror and confufion; Felix does not 
fccm to have been at all prone to fiiper- 
ftitibn J or, in gclfieral, to have had any 
troublelbme fenfe of his crimes* The 
flatteries of a courts and the amufe- 
ments of grandeur and luxury, gave him 
no time ,to cool i and diverted all grave 
and ferious reflexions. But when St* 
Paul began to dilcoorfe to him of the 
immutable obligations of juftice, againfl 
which he had been a moft heinous of** 
fender, he immediately -faW the vilenefi 
of his Conduit, and trembted iov the con- 
fequences of it* 

And the cafe \i very much the fame 
with iiich as indulge to any other kind 
of vicious excels. As long as they are 
amusM with company, or engag'd in a 
hurry oif bufinefs, or can keep their pa^- 
fions inflam'd, and filence the voice of 
reafon and natural conlcience by a courfc 
of ^intemperance, they may continue Jiu-^ 
pid and infenfibte. But when any thing 
happens that damps their gaiety, gives a 
Ihock to the mind^ and puts them tipon 

B thiftk- 
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Sbrm. thifikirtg, they are foon rouz*d out of 
I. their lethargy y and entertained with none 

^■^^^but dark ^LtiA gloomy i^toi^t&s. And no- 
thing, furely, can be a more perverted 
ftate of niankind, than to derive all their 
relief, all their peace, from the fupprefjion 
or extinBion of reafon ; not to be able to 
ftand the deliberate judgment of their 
own minds, or bear thofe exercifes of 
fedate and impartial refleftion, which arc 
their peculiar glory and happinefs. Be- 
lidesf, as guilt is fuch an enemy to con^ 
fideration^ there is this dreadful drcum- 
ftance attending it farther to aggravate 
and enhance its mifery, that it cuts off, 
in a great meafure, the only pojjible means 
of the finners recovery. 

3v//y, It is a very natural inference from 
the text, that inculcating the great duties 
of morality, and enforcing the praftice of 
them from a regard to the future judg- 
ment, is true Gofpel preaching ; and an- 
fwer^ in the moft effcdtual manner, the 
exceuent defign of Chriftianity. Indeed 
the reafon of the thing itfelf demon- 
•ftrates, that to promote univerfal purity^ 
and' ftrengthen the obligations of virtue^ 
which are eternal and immutable, a con- 
formity 
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formity to the moral pcrfeftions of Oodj S£ rm4 
and the liipremc redtitude and happinefs I- 
bf human nature, muft be the ultimate 
view of every divine revelation. With- 
out this, faitb is no better than infidelity^ 
nof orthodoxy than error j and external 
rites and Iblemnities of devotion, how- 
ever dignified by a civil or ecclejiajlical 
authority, or even by a divine appoint- 
ment, if they are confider'd as having aii 
intrihlic goodnefs, and fubftituted in the 
foOfti of the virtues of a holy life, are fo 
far from being parts of true religion^ 
that they degenerate into adts of the moft 
vile and impious fuperjiition. And there- 
fore if Chriftianity had, really, fubvert-^ 
ed, in any inftance, the f eUgion of nature# 
or depretiated any elTential branches of* 
morality ; nay, indeed if it had not rc- 
preicnted them as of the firft importance 
to mankind, infihitely preferable to j^^- 
cuIationSy myjleries^ and alterable forms 
and modes of worfliip; notwithftanding 
the pomp of miracles, it Would hardly 
have proved itfclf, to a wife and judici- 
ous enquirer, worthy of God, or ufeful 
to the wofld. 

B a to 
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Serm. To pre a C H C H R I S T is uni^ 
L verfally allowed to be the duty of every 

^■^^ Chriftian minifter. But what doth it 
mean ? — ^Tis not to ufe his name as a 
charm, to work up our hearers to a 
warm pitch of enthufiafmy without any 
foundation of reafbn to fupport it 
'^Tis not to make his perfon and his of- 
fices incomprehenfible. *Tis not to 

exalt bis glory, as a kind condefcending 
faviour, to the difhonour of the fupreme 
and unlimited goodnels of the creator 
and father of the univerfe ; who is re-r 
prefented as ftern and inexwable, expref- 
fihg no indulgence ta his guilty creatures^ 
but demanding full and rigorous fatisfac- 
tlon for their ofiences. — *Tis not to 
encourage undue and prefumpfuous relian- 
ces on his nierits and interceflion, to the 
contempt of virtue and good works. No : 
But to reprefent him as a law-giver as 
well as a faviour,. as a preacher ef righ- 
teoufnefsy as one who hath given us a 
moft noble and complete fyftem of mo- 
rals, enforced by tlie moft fubftantial and 
worthy mdtives ; and to £hew, that the 
whole fcheme of our redemption is 
^dStrine according to godlinefs. 

That 
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That this is preaching Cbrtfi is cvi- SERM. 
denty beyond all reafonable difpute, from I- 
the text, and the verfe inimcdiately pre- 
ceding, where we arc told, that Felix 
Jent for Paul, and heard him cmcerning 
the faith of Chriji ; and aSy i. e. in ex- 
plaining the faith, or dodrinc, of Chrift, 
be reaforid of ri^bteoufnefs^ temperance ^ 
and judgement to come^ Felix trembled. 
And this method bears the neareil con- 
formity to our faviour's own example, 
whole whole fcrmon on the mount, the 
longeft he ever preach'd, is entirely takr 
en up in recommending moral duties; 
and the drift of, almoft, all his prables \% 
cither to inculcate, in general, honefty 
and integrity of mind, or urge the prac- 
tice of particular virtues, or difcounte- 
nance and reftrain prevailing, and de-r 
ftrudtive vices. The fum of our duty, in 
the opinion of this divine inftrudlw, con- 
fifts in the love of God^ and of our neigb^ 
hour ; and according to St James^ pure 
religion and undeJWd^ before Gody even the 
Father^ is this^ to vifit the fatherlefi and 
widows in their affiiSlion^ and to keep him-; 
felf un^oited from the world. So that 
all thofc who decry moral virtue, which 
• B 3 . is 
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i6 Of the mherfal fehfe 

S^RM. is the fupreme dignity of God himfelf, 
I- and infeparably connedted with the hap- 

^^''^^^'^'pinefs of all rational beings, as a thing of^ 
no avail towards obtaining the divine fa- 
vour, and the privileges and rewards of 
chriftianity, do, in effeSi^ (tho', I am 
perfuaded, with a quite different defign, 
even to exalt, inftead of diminifhing, the 
honour of the gofpel) fubvert the very 
fundamental principles both of natural 
and rcye^M religion. 

And from what has been faid it ap- 
pears, that tp ejtplain and ^efs the eter- 
nal laws of morality is not pnly a truly 
'Chriftian, but, beyond comparifon, the 
moft ufefid method of preaching. In this 
I include enforcing the rules of virtue by 
all the peculiar motives which the Chrif- 
tian religion fuggefts ; and niaking all its 
dodtrines fubfervient to holinefs. There 
is a paffage, in St. Paul's epiftle to Titus^^ 
very particular^ and flrong to this pur- 
pofe J this is a faithful faying ^ and thefe 
things I will that thou affirm conjlantly^ 
that they who have believ'd in God might 
f)e careful to maintain good works ; thefe 
things are good and profitable to men. 
l^h^y are of invariable importance; of 

univfrfoj 
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of good ahd evil. l^. 

miwrfal advantage; and tend to ad-SERM. : 
yance the higheft interefls of human na- !• 
tjire in all ages, nations, and circum-^'^'^"^ 
fiances 5 and under every poffible deno- 
mination and form of true religion. To 
cultivate in the minds of men a fupreme 
reverence and love of God, and promote 
the mutual exercife of ftrid impartial 
juflice, generous and extenfive benevo- 
lence, meekneis and condeiceniion, peace- 
ableneis and humility, and a Arid: regard 
to all the rules of chaftity and tempe- 
rance, is to make them moft amiable in 
themfelves, ufeful to fociety, and the fa- 
vourites of heaven. 

But of what advantage is it to fet 
faith and reafon at variance, and lay more 
ftrefs on believing right ^ which is a qua* 
lification the moft profligate and abanr 
don*d may attain to (nay even the de* 
yih beKeve and tremble) than on purity 
x)f heart, and righteoufneis of life? — 
Of what advantage is it to magnify the 
grace^ of God, by difparaging and vili- 
fying human nature, which is the work 
of God ; by reprefentmg mankind as hav- 
ing lofl their noble powers of reafon and 
liberty, and, confequently, being altoge-r 
B 4. ther 
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iS Of lhe miverfal fevfe 

Serm, ther as uncapable of rtligion « di# 
I- Imitc creatures? Whztend docs it 

"^^•^^^^^aiifwer to wrap religion up in darknefi^ 
^nd lay a great ftrefs on the inco$nf^€ben^ 
f bk fubtilties of fcho$U divinity^ but to 
confound weak underftandings, ^make the 
ignorant conceited and cenforioos, and 
foment a fpirit of iwcharitableneis and 
party^-zeal ? . - What is Ae a/^.of in« 
^i^ling on at>iblute and irrevec^e decreesi 
but to encourage prefufoptun^ at drive to 
defpair ? — Or in fixii^ the whole of 
our iklvatjon on the rigfateoufnefs of ano^ 
ther iii^uted to us, and giving a deipi^ 
cable reprefentation of the moft eicalted 
human virtues, unlds it be to mortify the 
^eji of men, and ilacken dieir dii^nco 
and zeal, and flatter the very mr/i in 
their vices? ' 

I may add to what has been already 
feid, that not. only the recommending 
and inculcalbg, but reis^ning^ about 
points of morality is of fingular advan* 
tage, and thic very beft way to propagate 
the knowledge and pradHce of Chrifti*- 
anity. Of this we have a plain exam* 
pie in the condu(£t of St. Paul^ who is 
defcrib'd, in tjie text, as reafmingy with 
I . Felix ^ 
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JUkli^ cf rig^koUffi4fs^ fmpefanci^ sndSuM^. 
jm^ment U cme. And, indeed, die I* 
more of re^n iiiere- appears in our re- ^"^^^"^ 
ligion, the brighter ai« the internal cba« 
rasters of it^ divide original. Mm will 
be the mbre ftmngly dlfpos'd to obey it, 
when they ix^ convinc^^ dut 'tis not im-* 
pos*d a inere audiority, bat 

is excdlent m itfelf, iiad conducive to 
their happiopjl. Befided, by this method 
we fliall rtia-efent our 4my k a greatei^ 
variety of l^hts, to ftrike every paflion, 
and ihit it to all tsetii^s and circum^ 
ftances. So that Vhatever will hot ftahd 
teft of free argument and enquiry 
can*t be the religion of reafonable bc-p 
ings, nor proceed from a wife^nd bene-f 
fioent govcmour • bat is fit only for a TY- 
RANT to enjoip, and SLAVES to fub- 
mit to. 

4. A fenfe of guilt Snakes thofe things 
the obgeSs of averfim znd^ horrdr^ which, 
naturally, yield the highfeft delight and 
fetisfadUon. We have an inftance, in the 
text of one that was (hock'd at the ftridl 
obligations oijujiice^ without which there 
can be no pkafiire, or convenience in 
human life, and the y^iolc frame of civil 

focietie^ 
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of tW iiniverfal fenfe 

Serm, fockties muft, kamcdiately, be diflblVdr. 
L It morfifi^ the epicure and the. adulterer 

^^^*^^^^to be toI4 of the rules of temperance and. 
cbaftity^ which are abfolutely ncceflary 
to the health, of our bodies^ thie reditude: 
artd vigour pf our minds, and tibe granA 
jCbcurity of what is moft dear and facred 
to \isj and the cruel and revengeful tor 
/ ]^ar of gentknefs^ beneficence^ and thee 
lolt unjM-eSonis of humanity^ tho* they 
^vvci the oaioft etcellent.and amiable cha- 
rafter we can p«^fibly conceive of. Couldr 
we find aj being, originally, formed with 
fuch appreh^fions of things, we fliould 
look upon it with det^ilation, and uni- 
Yerfally abhor the author of fuch a vile 
produdtion, Bu^ yet our paflions and 
prejudices Q) ftrangely deceive us, that 
we thinly ippre favourably of the purfuits 
of vice, which create many fuch 
STERS ; wJiQ would be glad to prove 
that thp diftin^tions of good and evil were 
fantajlic aijd arbitrary^ and virtue and 
vice mere empty names ; and, thereby, de^ 
ftroy the order and beauty of the whole 
moral creation of God. 

In like manner, the future judgment 
pf mankind is^ in itfelf, far from beicg 

an 
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of good and evil. 2,1 

an otjeft of terror. For that wc areSERM. 
moral accountable creaturea is owing to !• 
our liiperior capacities, which are the di- ^"^^^^ 
ftinguifhing honour and dignity of our 
nature ; and nothing can be a mwe 
comfortable refledion to a well-dilpos'd 
mind, than that its integrity will be tri- 
td and rewarded by a being of unerring 
wifdom, inflexible juftice, and unlimit- 
ed goodnefs. But, to a guilty linner, 
this is fo tremendous a fcene, that the 
mere profpedt of it fills him with agony 
and confiifion. He does not confider if 
as honourable to human nature, becaufe 
it threatens his vices ; can't think of a- 
biding by the fentencc of unchangeable 
reStitudey and infinite benevolence itfelf . 
and the fum of his wiflies is to die like a 
brute. The future judgment is not re- 
vealed with a view to alarm and confound 
the mind, but to reftrain thofe irregular 
pradlices, which are the fureft ground 
of melancholy fufpicions, and inward 
horror. 

Let men, therefore, but abandon their 
vices, their impiety and injuftice, re- 
venge and cruelty, fenfuality and intem* 
pwaoGe, apd endeavour to refemble God 

in 



Digitized by Google 



a-z Of the Univerfai fenfe^ &d 

6£RM. in purity, ri^hteoiifheis, sukI beneficence^ 
I* t}ien tbey may always think of him 

^^^"^^with f4eafure, as the compaffionatc 

ther, the righteous and merciful gover- 
nor of niankin4, who delights in the 
happineis of his children and fubjeds : 
Nay, th^y may even expeA, with joy, 
the time when they ihali appear before 
his impartial tribunal, when jaftice will 
be tempered wijh clemency, and all re$^ 
Ibnable allowances made both for parti-? 
cular circiunflances, and for the general 
weaknefs and frailty of human nature ; 
and when the ju4g^ of all the earthy who 
muft of neceffity do rights fhaU render 

Rom. ii. indignation and v^ratk trihilation and 
anguijh^ upon every foul of man that doth 
evily htgkrjfy honour y and peace to every 
man that nx^prketh good. — God grant that 
We may all have confidence ^ and not be a^ 
Jham'd before him at his coming. 
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SERMON II. 

The charaSters of the righteous and 
good man compared; or bene* 
volence the nobleft improvement 
of Ibcial virtue. 



Rom. v. 7. 

iw" fiarcefy for a righteous ma» 
tvfM one die, yety peradventurCy 
Jor a good man fome woutd tvevl 
dare to die, 

N the verfe preceding the textSERM, 
the apoftle mentions that great IL 
inftance of the love of God, '^^^^ 
in lending his Son into the 
world to die for us, which is the pe- 
culiar difcovery of the goipel, and de- 
ferves our higheft admiration and grati- 
tude > 
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' 24 charaSiers of the righteous 

Serm* tude; for when nve loere yet without 
II- Jlrength^ in due time Cbrijl died for thi 

^'^^'^^ ungodly. The goodnefs of God, in this 
wonderful conftitution/ is celebrated, in 
the new Teftament, with the moft lofty 
encomiums. There is aaunpommonftrefe 
and emph^s laid upon , it j God fo tov^d 

John iii. the world^ &c^ and herein is love^ that he 

I John lv.S^i^^ fi^ propitiation for our 

Jim. It vaftly furpaflcs the moft noble 
and heroic inftances of human benevo- 
lence and fi-iendfliip. For, amongft men, 
there is fcarce one to be met with, that 
will die for a perfon who is i}n&[y juft 
and righteous ; and 'tis very rare and ex- 
traordinary to find any that will lay down 
flieir lives even iox 2l charitable beneficent 
man, peradventure for a good man fome 
would even dare to die ; but God commend-- 
etb his love towards us^ in that while we 
were yet finners^ Chrifi died for us. This 
is the immediate connexion of the words, 
which I ftiall confider, in what follows, 
as an independent propofition : And 
grounding my difcourfe entirely on the 
obfervation St. Paul has made, that man- 
kind have a much greater efteem of kind 

and 
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and good man compared. as 

and generous than of merely juft a^tions^SE^RM. 
fhall endeavour to fhew, tliat this is not 
owing to education^ fancy and entbufiafm^ v,^^Y^ 
but founded on right reajbn^ and a true 
judgment of the intrinfic nature and difi. 
ferenccs of things. In order to this, I 
fliaU, 

I. Give a fhort fketch of the charac- 
ters of the righteous and good man. 

II. Shew the vaftly fuperior excellency 
of the latter. And • 

III. Make fome ufeful obfervations on 
the whole. 

iji. I am to give a fhort fketch of the 
charaftcrs of the righteous and good man. 
There is a general view in which righ- 
teoufnefs and goodnefs have exadtly the 
lame fignification, and denote .the prac- 
tice of every thing that is effentially right 
and good. And as, in this large and 
cxtenlive fenfe, they both comprehend all 
moral virtues, goodnefs, or benevolence,, 
muft be included in righteoufnefs, as 
juftice is included in goodnefs even in its 
moft reftrain*d fenfe. But, befides this, 
2 the 
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l6 The chara^ers of the righteous 
Serm. the words have a more limited meanings 
II. In the Scriptares, and in all other writ- 
^^^^"^ ings, righteoufnels frequently fignifies the 
particular vktuc of jullice ; and it would 
be eafy to flicw Kkewife, that goodnels. 
In very many paflages of the ntew Tefta- 
ment, is the lame with kindnefe, gene- 
rofity, and charity. I fhall mention but 
Matt. XX. two which are indilputable ; h thine eye 
Rom. 12. e^^^hecaufe 1 am good t and again, be not 
overcome of evil, but overcome evil with 
good. And there can be no doubt whe- 
ther we muft underfland St. Paul thus, 
when he fpeaks, in the text, of the righ^ 
teous and good man, becaufe they are di- 
ftinguiftiM fr"om each other. 

But it may be alked, can a man, in any 
lenfe, be ftriftly juft that is not good ?— - 
Are not his good offices due to his fellow 
creatures ? I anfwer, that thofe who are 
in diftrefshave, unqueftionably, a right to 
be relieved, founded on reafon, on com- 
mon ties of humanity, and r^ : mutual de- 
pendance of mankind upon one another. 
This right, WoWcVefr, JS only general. It 
iSdes hbt,in moft cafes, give them a claim to 
tfflilkiiee ibpport any particular* 
^•^^ ^perfons j 
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perfbns; but men are at liberty tachufcSERM. 
the objedte towards whom to exerdie their • ^ ^ • 
charity, as their own judgment and pru- ^'^^*^'^ ' 
dence direifts, and he that is ne^e^fced- 
may have no reafon to complain of a real^ 
injury donfe him. Whereas juftkc is an 
immediate dcihand that one man has np^ ^ 
on anothet*. ^Tis a demand of fomething' 
Jix'd and certain^ which is not the cafe in * 
ads of charity, the fitnefeof which, with 
rcfpeGt to particular perfons, and confe-^ 
quently our claims firom them^ depend 
on a variety of circumftances that can't 
always be adjuftedi and very often, per- 
haps, are not proper to be known* So 
that tho' he who has it in his power to 
do many fervices for his fellow-creatures, 
which his circumftances and ftation in 
life plainly dire£l to, but neglefts to per- 
form them 5 either thro' indolence, or an 
hard unrelenting bfcnfible temper j tho' 
fuch a one, I fay, may in a more gene- 
ral fenfe be faid to be unjuji^ becaufe h* 
does not that good which the necefli^ 
ties of others call for, and which may 
£iiiiy be expected from him j yet it ap* 
pc^s, from what has been i&id, that 
VoLel. C there 
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2. 8 The charaShrs of the righteous 

Serm. &dre is fomc grotmd for the diftindion 
II. midc, in dw text, between the rigBeous 
^and good fnaa, and we ihall be able the 
niore ts£iy to delindale their re^jpedive 
cfaamAers. 

! The man, then, ponftually an^ 
iwers all the partkniar deitiaiipdg tfatt 
can be nmde upon him, ' and renders 
unlo every man what be can exa&Vf 
and prec^ly prove to be his due^ nok itp^ 
on a general right of claim in which 
dthers are eqttally concerned, but due 
i^mtediately £rom hkn&l£ He is £dr and 
boneft in his deiliiigs, true to his pro-^ 
mifes, nor does any man a direfl: injury^ 
He will neither de£ane and bladcen his. 
reputation, ndf opprte6 him by open vio*) 
lence, nor ckcumvent and deceive him 
by fccret frajud* He will not abuft thtf 
confidence tli^t is repofed in him, nor 
take advantage tf his tieighbolir's igno* 
ranee to do him a prejudice. And as hd 
is careful to do to others ev^y thi% 
that, in jiri£i equity^ he is oWiged to do^ 
he rigormjiy iniifts oil his due from them} 
and if he can^t be chirg^d with dwin^ 
right injufiice^ imagines that this is aU that 
N . . can 
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can e»pe£(ed from him, concerns Serm. 
feif^fe^f jiboit nothing &Jlh^. I have H. 
fci$ed the matter thus, h*can(e if J fhould ^*^^V^ 
fcppofe him to reced? fron;i his fbridt 
rights a^d ma^e favourably abat^ents 
and allQwanfreiSsi it would confound his 
chara/fter with t;l|at of the bene^cent or ge^ 
u^w^o^A, fron> which, theapoftk's ar- 
£tuaea(, th^ text, irequkes it ihould be 
kept entirely di^iniS. 

Bat now the man goes be- 
yond this. He makes the intcreft of 
mankind} in % mftnnef, his own, and has 
a lender and affectionate concern £x their 
wel&re, He can't think hiipfelf happy, 
whalevfar, \m ^^^\om and enjoyments 
ar^i vbile he fe^s others miferable. His 
w^tb ftpd ftliupftce delight him chiefly as ' 
the ppc^ and indigent ^e the better for it 1 
and ^ s^i^ of prosperity is the 

oppormnity it affords of relieving his fellow 
creatwe$, aJid bdng nwre extenfively ufe- 
ful. He thinks he has difcharg'd tmt the 
kafi part pf \m duty, when he has done 
ftri^t jufticc tp all 5 and therefOTe the 
commvoicating advice and comfort, afiif« 
tanee and fa^ort, according to the va- 
C 2 riouj 
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The charaSiers of the righteous 

SfiRM. rious exigencies of thofe with whom he 
IL converfes, is his conilant endeavour, and 

^■^^^^^moft pleafing entertainment. In the 
ftrong and elegant language of Job^ he is 
/c> the blind, and feet to the lame, 
he deliveretb the poor that cry, and the 
fatberlefsy and him that bath none to help 
him*, the bleJIing of him that is ready to 
perijh cometh upon him, and he caufeth 
the widows heart to Jing for joy. And that 
he may pradice the more large and gene- 
rous charity, he retrenches ufeleis pomp 
and extravagance, and by a regular and 
prudent management, conftantly provides 
for the relief of the neceffitous j efteem* 
ing this a much more fublime and noble 
gratification, than the idle amufements 
and gallantries of a vain and luxurious 
age. A good man, faith the Plalmift, 

FCcxu.sJheweth favour and lendetb i be will guide 
bis affairs with difcretion. 

Again, he not only takes all occafions, 
that prefent thcmfelves, of doing good, 
bat feeks for opportunities to be ufeful 5 
*tis part of the ftated employment and 
bufmefs of his life. He contrives iand 
ftudies which way he may be moft fer- 

viceable " 
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viceable to his fellow-creatures, and what Serm. 
that particular talent is, with which he is !!• 
entruAed for the good of mankind. If it ^-^^^VNJ 
be power ^ he protedls and encourages vir- 
tue by his authority and influence, is 
the patron of liberty, and vindicates 
the caufe of opprefs*d innocence : if 
riches^ he is rich in good works ^ ready to i Tim. vi. 
diftribute^ willing to communicate if* ' 
knowledge^ he counts it his higheft plea- 
iure to inftru£fc the ignorant, and admini- 
fler proper diredtion and comfort in per- 
plexing and difficult circumftances, and 
to defend the caufe of religion, and rcpre- 
fent it in a juft and amiable light. And 
to nothing of this does he want to be foU 
Hcited^ but his generous heart is always 
ready, and ftrongly dilpofed for beneficent 
defigns and adlions. You can't lay a 
greater obligation upon him than by pro- 
poiing ways in which he may be ufeful^^ 
or enlarge his fphere of ufefulnefs : For 
this is the point in which all his views, all 
his defires, all his fati^a£tion, center. 

Add to this, that he is inclined to a- 
bate of his right, when infifting too 
C 3 Aximy 
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3 a The charaSiers of the right^us 

Serm. ftriaiy upon k may have the a|>pear- 
11. ancc of harflinefs and feverity ^ and has 
fach a ftrotig fenfe of beneVc^enc^^ fuch 
an exalted fpirit of humanity and com- 
paffipn, that no confiderations 4)f private 
inter ejl^ no difierence of nation religious 
profejjion can reftrain^ and which the 
greatejl injuries cannot bear down and 
exdnguifh* He aims that his goodnds 
may be a^ diffufive ^ poffiblej and as 
much like that of the universal parent, 
the fupreme and eternal fountain of 
good, wholupports, enlivens, andrecre-^ 
ates the whole areation ^ and therefore, as^ 
he is generous in all his dcfigns, he is 
very fearful of difobliging any either by 
word, or action, and endeavours^ in the 
whole of his condud:^ to be agreeable as 
well as ufeful to all^ being candid in 
his cenfures, prad:ifing to his inferiors the 
mod endearing condefcenfion, and care^ 
fully avoiding morofenefs, and every, 
thing that has the appearance of infi>- 
lence and contempt. Finally^ that I may 
conclude the Iketch, which I defigii^d, of 
this moil beautiful and honourable char 
raiter^ the good nfen iis-unwearied in his 

endeavours 
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and good man compard. 33 

cadeavours to promote the JifijijMoefs ofSjsRMi 
others; the ardour of his Ijepevolence is 
liot cod'd tho' he meets with ungrateful ^••^'^V^ 
returns ; the trouble and expence of the 
fervice don*t difcourage him ; nay, he is 
ready to give up all private confidera^ 
Upnsfbr the lake of the public welfare, 
and even to ^aificp life itfelf^ when 
the good of the world requires it. This 
(hall fuffiee for the firft head : I proceed 
iiow. 

To ihew, SECONDLY, the fuperior 
excellency of the good man's charader to 
r that of the merely righteous^ or juft man. 
An attempt of this kind m,uft, I am per- 
fuaded, be thought almoft needleis, afier 
what has been already laid. For the 
pladng the two charatfters, truly drawx^ 
in the lame point of view, that they 
may be fiiirly conlider'd and compared 
together, will fo ftrongly illuftrate the 
beauty of the beneficent charader, that 
the other will be look'd upon as a foil to 
fet it off to the greater advantage, and 
perhaps not to be regarded and valued as 
it ought. And as the mind of man is fo 
framed, as immediately to prefer gene- 
C 4 rous 
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34 77^^ charaSiers of the righteous 

SfeRM. reus beneficence to ftrift and rigid ju-- 
n. ftice, there is the more difficulty in en-- 

^•^^^^ larging herej bccaufe there is fcarce a 
jnedium of proof to be found, that is 
clearer than the thing itfelf at &ft fight. 
The truth appears at once, upon com- 
paring our ideas ; and in all cafes which 
are fo plain, and, in a manner, felf-evi- 
dent, 'tis fufficient to appeal to the reafbn 
and common fenfe of mankmd; and 
very difficult to argue in fiich a way, as 
not to perplex and darken the fubjeft. 
However, I (hall fiigg^ft a few things, 
in which the difference of the charadlers 
mentioned in the text will be readily ac* 
knowl^dged. And 

ly?. The charadter of the good man is 
tnuch more amiable in itfelf. Juftice in- 
beed, fo for as it goes, is not only an ir-^ 
Teprove^ble charadter, but rational and 
becoming \ but no man will fey that if 
has any thing great and generous In it, 
l)ecaufe 'tis, indeed, the leaft degree of 
virtue that can be fbppos*d in fociaJ life. 

'Tis approved of, but not admir'd 

We don't think ourfclves oblig'd to the 
pcrfon that docs it, fincc tis, really, as 
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little as he can do for us ; juftice being Serm. 
what all have an undoubted right to 

daim And therefore there is proper- ^^-^^V^ 

I7 no merit in it, nothing that exalts and 
dignifies a charafter, becaufe 'tis expeftcd 
frotri all who have any notion of good 
and evil, and are not quite loft to vir- 
tue. 

But benevolence, difinterejiedy generous^ 
dijfufive benevolence^ is the higheft perfec- 
tion and glory of human nature. It ar- 
gues true greatnefs of mind, and is a vir- 
tue that men of mean and narrow ipirits 
cannot pradtife.— — *Tis not only a right, 
but a beautiful charadter, that charms the 
beholders, and attrafts univerlal efteem 

and love. Even the moft diflblute and 

profligate can*t help being ftrack with it 
in others, however they may neglcdk to 
excel in it themfelves. — —And the fineft 
and moft ihining qualities, the moft ex- 
cellent endowments of nature, and high- 
eft improvements of art, are low and de-» 
£ncabk in comparifbn of it, and derive all 
their lu/lre from it. Without it, riches 
are in/blent and arbitrary j power is op^ 
fre^e and tyrannical j and wifdom mif- 
j chievous 
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Sejim, chicYous entft and fuhtiUy^ or, at bcft, 
y^n ^nd u&lc!^,^entatJon. — appeal tp 

^^^^thc rcafoQ of manjcind, whether if any 
0De was to £ovm the mo0: lovely 
amiable, and at the fame time the gixat- 
tO: and moft heroic chara/acr he wuld 
pojffibly dcvife, it would not be that of 
the generous and faithful friend^ the lUe^ 
ral Miw^ffionate henefaSor^ .the dijnte- 
refted and noble-minded patriot ^ who dif- 
fiifes -relief, comfort, end happinefs all 
round Jhim; is enlarged beyond mean and 
felfiih view^ ; and confiders himfelf, as a 
menaber of the grand community of man=- 
kind, born fox the general good. 

Again, the fuperior excellence of gaod^ 
ttcfs to ju/Iice is evident jfrom hence, that 
the latter is neceilarily in^cluded in the 
former, as the leis in the ^eater ; but 
without benevolence, juftice, iniktd of 
being a Jfinifhed, is a very defe&ive 
charadter; nayitfornxs, upon the whole, 
a bad charaSer, a little, narrow , fel^ 
charader, that is juftly the objed of con^ 
tempt. This will be more £illy illus- 
trated by applying it to the fupreme 
being, whom if weiiippofe to be only 
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juft, aAd not abftdiiCel/ iibd «nlvf;ri^d^S£RMi 
i)eQevolent 4ind mercifdiy we entkdy de* 11. 
ftroy the foundatioii of thode exaked, ho- ^^-O^ 
noerable, and lovely conceptions of him^ 
which wife and thinking xnen^ in all ages, 
have entertained. But his goodnefs, his 
unlimited goodneis, which is ib glorioufly 
d^lay*d in the frame of our own nature, 
in the whob conftituftiob of things, and 
fhe whole ceurfe oS {Mi-ovidence^ renders 
him the worthy obgeft of out truft and 
confidence^ and of our fi^reme love and 
ddight. 

zdly. As the godd maft*s charader is 
much more lovely in itfelf, lb is k piore 
ufeful thsiXi that <^ the werily righte$u% 
cn: juft nMn. By juftice mens properties 
are, indeed, in a good meafure fecur'd^ 
and injuiy and violenoe, and conieqpient- 
lymuch coniufion a&d mi&hief in the 
world, is prevented; but the ^eateft 
part of the true enjtpjmakents of Mfe, <^ 
the conveniencies and comforts of it, a* 
rife fi'om Aenevolence. Without juftice, 
ibcieti^ could not fufafift ; but without 
benevolence, if they might pebbly fub- 
iift (whidi can hardly be imaging) they 
2 would 
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Serm. would infallibly be miferable. Mankind 
II. are form'd for fociety, and, by means of 
their large and extenfive capacities, may 
be exceedingly ufefol to each other y but 
if one were to do for another no more 
than he coMld firiSfly claims very little 
good would adhially be done, and thus 
the defign of their focial nature muft 
be defeated, and the prefent being ex- 
tremely uncomfortable. For of the man 
^at is only juft, the utmoft that can, 
generally, be laid is, that he is not a 
mifchievous creature ; but he may be 
ftgnificanty a kind of l^Jank in the crea- 
tion : He docs no wrong or injury to any ; 
but then he contributes very little to 
the pofitive happinefs of the world. 
No : 'tis generous friend/hip^ the tender 
Empathizing temper^ the open and liberal 
heart that make pleafore circulate, and 
alleviate the cares of life. And did 
men, univerfally, ftudy how to be ufe- 
ful, and practice beneficence in its great- 
eft latitude ; were their intereft« confider*d 
as dependent upon, and infeparaUy con^ 
neded with, each otha:, and a conftant 
intercQurf? of good ofices maintain^ a- 



mong; 
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mong all who arc united m the com-SERM. 
mon bonds of humanity; the face of n. 
things would be aker'd unfpeakably for^^^"^'^ 
the better, and the world be as happy^ 
as the imperfedi<m and £railty, and many 
unavoidable cafuahies of the pre&nt flatc 
will admit of. But mere jufdcc can't in- 
troduce any thing like this defireable and 
del%htful icene ; and, confequently, is 
vaftly inferiour, in reaped of real advan- 
tage to mankind) to the exercife of be- 
nevolence, to which, partial and timited 
as it is, the far greateft part of the hap- 
pinds that is in the world is undeniably 
owing. 

2^dly. The gaod man's charaAer is not 
only more ufefol than Aat of the 
man, but its influence is abundantly 
more €Xtenfive. In matters in which ac^ 
true jujlice is concerned, moiare, gene*- 
rally, confined to a narrow circle. With 
regard to diofe, with whom they have 
no dealiiigs or conunerce, their ji^ce a- 
mounts to no mcxre in tnojl cafes, than 
not being unjtffi. 
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rm. But pcrfons of wbom we Jbmvi notkhg-^ 
IL and with whom we never had 
^"^"^^mumcatim^ peribnswhoareatdie jntf/^ 
eji diftaMe firom us.; and whom^ whe>- 
ther we confider their mimbei^ thediffis*- 
rent places of their ^SooAoy or die varies 
ty of their drctunftanfies, the ixuA it^ 
mote confequenccs of oar jt^ct or ptr 
jufike can't be fuppoied to reach ; 
feel the kind efieds of our generofitf and 
conipaffion. And as }t& influence ir io 
much wider» and, at the fame timi6» die 
benefits that accrue to the world hy k 
beyond compari£>n greater, than can re- 
fult from the mere exercife of jnilice^ 
this is a cooYindng and unanfwerafale de- 
monftration of its iuperior excellence. 
And conliddring the vaft ufsfulneft of 
dus viitne, tDgetlier with its intrinfic 
iemtiyy 'tis 00 wooden that it engages the 
ndmiration, die affiaftioo, and gratitude 
of manldnd to iuch a d^gree^ diat far m 
good man fome would ewn dare to die. 
There is another thing, 

j^tbfy. Which I know nof whether k 
W any ground of the apoftle*s obferva- 

don 
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tlofi ia the/teit^ but yet it deftrres to fae Sjirm« 
taken nodce of^ as it evidently flicws dsr 
fuperior ekoellence of gooimfi to JbtB^"""'^^ 
jt^/Uti i abd that is, tliat when a maii is 
jticSy liut natbcjtevf^t) be can't be iup^ 
pcrf d to TcBi fibom a right prineipie.-^-^ 
Not in obedience to the mUhoritj 0/ God^ 
which WQidd determkie fonvtrfidfy > and 
iratfu&r Mm t6 negle^St one of the moft 
impckt^ lattrs which God haith given to 
maflkibd, white he pretends a mi fat 
aiKritber that is> of infaior txm&qnence.-^ 
Nor from a n^ai^ to the fitnefi of tbt. 
thing it/h^^ht(tm& tbttjlifeewife.woiild in^ 
fitteoDe, in a Wronger manner^ to thi tx^ 
dxbe of faenevoknce^ which is a mudi 
nioi?e txtdted virtue* 'Tis therefore a 
Feaibmdile pt^fumption^ that he b jitft 
only from i^tS&k views ; at leaft, he can 
ham but very laibe and confb&d no<» 
tic^ of religion and inoraiity, and mnft 
procetd upon mean and narrow prin^ 
cipJes* Whereas, on the contrary, the 
good man^ in the utmoft extent of that 
eharaftcr, can't but have thew^ii^ views, 
and an uncommon genert^ty and grtat^ 
nefi of foul. He imitates the father of 

the 



Digitized by Google 



41 The eharaSiers of the righteous 

Serm. the univerie^ ads from the &me fublime * 
n. motives, and in purfuance of the iame 

^^^'^^moft excellent and worthy end. But I 
can't enlarge on thefe things, tho* they 
^ of the utmoft importance, and the 
ilrongeft poffible recommendation of the 
good and beneficent chara&er. 

Give me leave, however^ to make one- 
obfervation more before I conclude this 
head, tho' k be of a diiierent kind fixnn 
die foregoing, and that is, that diere is 
an argument for charity and generous be- 
neficence, fiiggefted in the text, botapri^ 
vate interejl as it tends to procure uni* 
vedal love and efteem, and powerfizUy 
engages our fellow creatures to do good 
offices for us in circumftances where they 
are moft needed, and even with inconve^^ 
nience and damage to themfelves. Dif- 
interefted kindnefs and compafiion have 
a natural tendency to foften the bardeft 
hearts, and win upon the moft barharwi 
and favage tempers. The moft wtious 
candiink of offering any infult to it with- 
out the utmoft reludlancej but, where 
there is a fenfe of virtue^ there will be the 
higheft efteem of it. And tho' perhq>s. 
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there arc very few, who, if matters were Se r m, 
driven to that extremity, wbuld really H. 
lay down their lives for the moft oblig- ''^^^V^ 
ing and ufeful man, yet he would have 
aiany friends who would ardently defirc 
his wel^e, compaffionate and relieve him 
in his diftreffes, and chearfolly contribute 
to liis happinefs. So \}MXgewr(mi benevo-- 
lenct to niankind is more for our intercft, 
in the {^-efent world, than a churlijh^ful- 
kn behaviour; and much more than ma^ 
lice^ cruelty^ and revenge^ which render a 
perfon defpifcd, or hated, by all. Such 
an one will, in all probability, be ferved 
with regret, be envied in his profperity, 
and infulted in his mifcry. I fhall now 
conclude with thcfe two reflexions. 

iji. We may infer, from what has been 
laid in this difcourfe, the great wifdom 
and goodnefs of God in the frame of hu- 
man nature 5 which is fo formed, as 
Ibrongly to approve of kind beneficent ac- 
tions, even when it has no particular in^ 
terefi in them ; and has an immediate ab- 
borrence of malice and cruelty. Benevo- 
lence (as has been (hewn) is the chief dig- 
nity and glory of mankind, and that virtue 
D on 
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Serm. on which all the advantages and happinefk 
II* of focial life, in a great meafure, depend. 

^"^^^"^ The all- wife creator, therefore, hath gra- 
cioufly provided for it in our very make 
and conftitution j and not only endued u$ 
widi reafon, whereby we are capable of 
contriving and confulting for the good of 
others, but planted in us fuch ftroiig in-^ 
JlinSls and natural propenfioni to kindnefe 
and compaffion, as can't be over-ruPd 
and extinguifli'd without loling humanity 
itfelf ; and, by this means, he hath coun- 
terballanced the principle of felf-bve^ 
which, were it no^ for our benevolent af- 
feftions, would engage us in narrow 
fchemes, and little mean purfuits, incon- 
fiftent with the welfere of fociety, and the 
general happinels of our fellow-creatures. 

2dly. We learn the excellency of the 
Cbrijiian Religion^ which has carried the 
noble principle of benevolence to its high- 
eft pitch, and improved it to the utmoft 
perfedlion it is capable of. The whole 
ftrain of Chriftianity is love, harmony and 
peace, condefcenfion and mutual forbear- 
ance, tender niercy and compaffion. The 
charity which it recommends, fuffereth 

long 
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hrtg dnd is kind^ envietb not^ vaunfetbSERM^ 
Hot itfelf, is not puffed up, doth not be- II- 
have itfelf Unfeemly, feeketb not ber own- I'^c^Ti^, 
is not eafify provoked, tbinketh no evil, rf.5> 6. 7. 
joivetb not iH iniquity, but rejoicetb in tbi 
truth, beareth all things^ believeth all 

things^ bopeth all things. Nay we are 

commanded to be rich irigood works, red- 

dy to dijlribute, willing to conimunicate j , xjm. vL 

and even to lay down our lives for the * ^• 

brethren ; walking in love^ as Cbrifl alfo , john iii, 
hath Idved us, dnd hath given bimfelf fof^^^^^ ^ ^ 
usy dn offering, and a fdcrifce to God 

for a fiveet fmelling favour. And on 

this command our Saviour lays a patticu- 
lar ftrcfs^ and makes it the very charac^ 
tertjitc of a Chriftian* 

Our holy religion inculcates farther, not 
only the molt difnterefled and generous, 
but the moll extenfve benevolence love^^'^ 
to ALL MANKIND, notwithftanding cbapA x. 
dilFerence of tuition^ religion, i^f^^ji^Ql\%\[ 
love for even our enemies, not rendering ^^^-^ ^ ... 
evil for evil^ or raiting for railing, but^, 
contrariwife blejjing. — ^It gives us frequent 
affurances, that this virtue is, in a par-^^^-^J^- 
ticular manner, plealiiig to God, and will 2*Cor. ix. 
entitle tis to a moll glorious reward* — 

D 2 It 
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Serm. It fets before us an example of it, in our 
!!• own nature, in the charadter of the au-- 
^^^^"^^ thor and finijher of our faith ^ who went 
Aas X. (ihout doing good ; and requires, that we 
look not only on our own things y but every 
man alfo on the things of others ; and th^ 
the fame mind be in us which was alfo in 
Chrijl Jefus', who, tho' he was in the 
form of God, — made hmfelf of no repu- 
tation^ and took on him the form of a fer- 
vanty and was made in the likenefs of 
men J and being found in fajhion as a man^. 
humbled himfelf and, to accomplifh our fal- 
Phl ^^^^^^y became obedient unto deaths even 
isTf / the death of the crofs. —Nay, it propo- 
fes to our imitation, the example of the 
^ ^ . fupreme creator and father of mankind, 
36. whofe goodnefs is unlimited and univer- 
fal ; ^fpecially in giving his fon to die for 
1 John iv. us, even whil/l we were enemies for if 
God fo loved uSy we ought alfo to love one 
another. 

From this fliort view of the chriftian 
dodtrine 'tis plain, that it lays down the 
moft exalted fcheme of benevolence, fup- 
ported and enforced by the ftrongeft mo- 
tives. And, indeed, it has ever been reck- 
oned one of the chief intrinfic excellencies 

of 
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of Chriftianity, that the goodnefs it recom- Se rm. 
mends is (opure and dijinterejled^ and aims, 
as much as poffible, at promoting the ge^ 
rural bappinefs. But yet, upon this very 
account has it been reflefted on, as if it 
had pafs*d by, or loft in a general^ loofe 
and undetermined charity, two of the moft 
fublime and noble inftances of benevo- 
lence, private friendjhip^ and the love of 
our country. I intend, therefore, to take 
this for the fubjedt of my next difcourfe, 
wherein I (hall endeavour to fliew (befides 
the unanfwerabic reafons that there were, 
from the circumftances of the world at 
that time, why thefe things (hould not be 
particularly inculcated) that both private 
firiendftiip, and the love of our country, 
ib far as they have any thing truly ratio- 
nal and excellent in them, are included 
in, and muft be entirely fubfervient to, 
the great law of univerfal benevolence^ 
which is an infinitely more important and 
generous principle 5 that particular friend- 
fhips may be extremely bafe and mi/chie'^ 
vous^ and the love of our country fup- 
porting a fadtion againft the common rights 
of mankind j but that, on the contrary, to 
" ^ D 3 be 
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Serm. be fteddy and inflexible in our endeavours 
II- to promote the univerfal go$d, tho* wo 

^'^^^'^^are obliged, in order to it, to facrificQ 
private friends, nay the interefts of any 
iingle fociety, how great and flouriftiing 
/bever, ?s manl^^ noble ^ ^odlijke^ 
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SERMON ni 

The perfedion of the Chriftian 
icheme of benevolence ; in an- 
fwer to the obje<^ion from its 
not having particularly recoro* 
inended private fi-iendHiip, and 
the love of our country. 



Rom. v. 7. 

For fcarcely for a righteous man 
will one die, yet, fer adventure y 
for a good man fame <would even 
dare to die, 

[AVING, in my laft difcourfe, Serm« 
fhewn the excellence of bene- II, 
volence, that 'tis vaftly fupe- '■^'VNJ 
rior to juftice, and the. no- 
UqA virtue in focial life; and having 
D 4 proved 
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Serm. prov'd the peculiar excellency of the 
III- Chrijlian fcheme of benevolence, not only 

^^"^^ ^ *tis moft difinterefted and generous, 
but of univerfal extent and influence ; not 
to be confin'd by any difference of na- 
tioi\, religion, intereft, nor fiipprefs*d and 
extinguifti'd by perfonal injuries : I pro- 
qeed npvir to anfwer an objedtion that has 
been raifed againft it, by a late noble^ and 
juftly celebrated^ writer, from its not par- 
ticularly inculcating private friendjhip^ 
and the hve of our country. *Tii thought 
very ftrange, that thefe, which are ranked 
among the moft heroic virtues, fliould be 
purely voluntary in a Chrijiiany and no 
effential parts of his charity ''^. In order 
therefore, to fet this matter in a juft light, 
Iftall 

1. Settle the notion of private friend- 
fhip, and the love of our country, 
and (hew how far they are truly vir- 
tuous and honourable. And then , 

IT. Offer, a, few things more diredlly^ 
to vindicate the Chriftian benevo- 
lence againft the force of this ob- 
jeftion. 

" * CHARACTERISTICKS, Vol. I. p, 99 

I. lam 
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I. I am to fettle the trae notion oFSerm, 
private friendflhip, and the . love x)f our III. 
country, and fhew how fiir thc)hare. truly ^^''^^ 
virtuous and honourable. 'Tis Undeni- 
able, that both thefe principles have been 
grofsly abufed. Private frlendihips have 
been only little partly in vice and mii^ 
chief, and public diforder ; a[n4 an attjadb-* 
ment to the intcreft of particular focieties 
has been a vile conlpiracy againftjuftice, 
honour, liberty, and the peace and,. hap- 
pinefs of the world, 'Tis neceflary.there-* 
fore that we fettle their proper ^unds, 
that none may be led away, by the mere 
force of agreeable and bewitching founds, 
fo as to pervert what, if rightly, under- 
ftood, are really amiable and ufefuly into 
monJlrou%^ unnatural md hurtful qv^iUcs. 

Univerfal benevolence, then, is the 
fupreme law to all rational beings, a law 
of eternal and immutable obli^tion, the 
authority of which ought not to be fu- 
perceded, limited, or, in the leaft, weak- 
ned by any fellifh or partial affedlions. 
For if there be any beauty and amiable- 

nels, 
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Serm. ncfs, at all, in doing good, the more ex- 
III. tended cur views are, it muft be fo much 

^'^'V^the more meritorious and honourable;' 
and, cottfequently to aim at the univer^ 
fal good muft be the higheft degree of 
virtue.— '—Nothing fcMrms fo great and 
worthy a charaftcr . ■ *Tis indeed the 
chief |)art even of God's moral redli* 
tudes ^♦J-^and muft, therefore, be the fu- 
preme dignity and perfection of human 
nature. Again, the happinefi of the whole 
Ipecies cannot be too intenfely purfucd ; 
whereas all other affedions are no longer 
innocent^ than while they are, at leaft, 
confiftent with this 5 are only virtuous^ fo 
far as they direftly promote it 5 but arc 
l^fe and deteftable^ when they interfere 
with it. 

To apply this to the cafe of private 
friendft)ip. When my love of a friend 
is inconfiftent with the regards I owe my 
country; and efpecially when it oppofea 
the general good of mankind, to whom 
all my fervices are vaort immediately and 
ftriflly due ; 'tis an unnatural afFedion^ 
and ought to be rooted out of the mind ; 
becaufe were it pniverfally indulged, it 

would 
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would introdude rbc utmoft confufion^SEitM^ 
and an entire fubiveifioo of all order and HI. 
government. No man can fi^port his^ ^ 
fiiend interrupting the couric of juj^ 
tice^ or vidadng the rules of honour^ who 
is not an utter ftranger to virtue ; but^ on 
the contrary, muft it be a nobk adtion, 
agreeable to reafon^ humanity^ and every 
benevolent zxid ficiaf ^rindi^t^ to defert 
him for the public good. And this he^ 
ing the great rule by which we are to 
determine, in all cafes, concerning the 
expediency and fitneis of private friend- 
ihips ; it follows fiMther, that they have 
nodiing truly generous in them, but as 
they tend to cultivate and im|»rove uni^ 
verfal benevolence ; and are ^ natural 
ineans to make the v^e jpeem hap^ 
py. 

For if they are not cbof^n fbr this 
reafon becaufe they are b^ft upon the 
whole, if they are only not contrary to 
the public happinefs, bat have no direft^ 
influence to [M-omote it, our views muft 
be mean and felfifli; and fnendfliip wilt 
become a mere matter private con^ 
venience^ or elf? of bumour and fancy ^ 

m 



Digitized by Google 



54 TZ'^ perjeBion the 

S^RM/in either of which caies it mail be un-i^ 
lU- certain and viriable, as circumftances, 

^^^"^^^^ opinions, and interefts alter; or finally, 
it will be only the love of outfehes^ i. c- 
of the rcfemblance of our own way of 
thinking, difpoiitions, and manners, in 
others 5 iand, confequently, nothing like 
that iublime and heroic virtue for which 
it has been recommended, and which, in- 
deed, it is in itfelf, fo long as -tis the me-- 
di^m oj univerfal benevolence. 

Again, all friendfliip, in order to its 
being truly rational and piraife-worthy,, 
muft be founded in virtue. For this is 
the only ground of that elleem and 
fteddy confidence, which are infeparable 
fr(Mn a worthy and generous fi-iendfhip. 
'Tis in this Way alone that it can be at all 
ufefiil, or, in any meafure, promote the 
cjnd of every le&r alliance, viz. the wel- 
fare of the great community of mankind. 
'Tis this that diftinguiihes true fi-iend-^ 
ihip fi-om the vile cabals of robbers and 
traitCMTS, men of dark and miichievoUs 
defigns, who may have all the other 
chara&ers of it, fuch as a fimUitude of 
tempers, pafiions, iitterefts, leaefy, con« 
\ \\ fidence, 
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fidencc, conftancy, nay, a reciprocal Serm.; 
" tendernefs and afFedtion for qach other/* MI. 
And from hence it follows, that the love^ 'T*^ 
of a friend muft be proportioned to his 
real merit, otherwife *tis foolifh and un- 
TC9£onzh\e partiality ; and that we ought to 
prefer every man before him, that has, 
really, a more excellent and ufeful charac- 
ter. In our ejleem we muft neceflarily 
do it, unlefs our private afFedion has 
blinded and perverted our judgments; 
and there are fome cafes fuppoikble, in 
which, if we- would not forfeit the glo- 
rious title of being the friends of man^ 
kind for a little fantaftic name of friend- 
fhip, we muft do it in our fervices too. 
SuflFer me to give an inftance, in which 
this is indifputable. Suppofe there is an 
office in the ftatc to be dilpofed of, of 
vaft confequence to the common wel- 
fare, that requires, to the right difcharge 
of it, very great and diftinguifli'd abili- 
ties, and that the competition for it lies, 
entirely, between my moft intimate friend, 
and another with whom I never cultivar 
ted any familiar acquaintance, but have 
only a general knowledge of 5 if my 
2 friend 
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Sbrm. friend be unfkilful and indolent^ ahd 1 
. III. have reafon to believe, from a thorough 
^■"^"^^ experience of his temper, that he will 
behave ill in it, to the defriment of the 
public I and the other has a much better 
judgment, more gencrofity, llcddinefs, 
command of his paflions, and is quali^ 
fied^ upon all accounts, for greater ufe- 
fulnels ; — — . Can I be long in fiifpence 
which to determine for ?- Shall I com- 
pliment my friend at the expcnce of my 
country f Such friendships as thefe are fb 
far from being inftances of virtue^ that 
they would be juflly branded with infa- 
my 1 And whoever afted thus could have 
no real benevolence in him^ which can 
never prefer a lefs good to a greater; 
nor, confequently, the advantage and 
pleafure of an individual^ or the grati- 
fying his felfifhnefs and vanity, to the 
general happincfs4 

I may add, that there is fomething, in 
almoft all accounts of private friendfliip. 
that is in a great mcafure mechanical. A 
high efteem of a wife, virtuous, and ufc- 
ful character, an ardent zeal to ferve our 
friends, and faithfiilnefs to their intercfls, 
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Is what aU may attain to; but the fer-SERW. 
vour and ftrcngth of paflion that fome- 
times mixes with it, what we may call ^■-''V^ 
the entbufidftn of jfriendfhip^ depends very 
much upon a particular confHtution.— — * 
*Tis the more grols part. And tho* 

it be highly extolled, and is apt to llrike 
in the relation, and beget die flrongeft 
prejudices in favour' of friendftiip, ^tis 
rather by engagmg our affeSUoni^ than 
convincing oxxr judgment. What is 

moft valuable in it is the deliberate and 
rational part, which is founded on prin- 
ciples of generous and univerfal benevo- 
lence. 

And as there is a great deal mechanical ^ 
there arc other things very highly cele- 
brated, which if they are prelcrib^d as 
general rules and laws of friendfliip, arc 
tmld and romantic. For inftance, 'tis 
magnified as a moft noble and heroic ac- 
tion for a man to facrifice all private inte- 
reft, and even life itfeif, for his friend. I 
ihall not difputc the difintcreftcdnefs and 
generofity of it, nor that it may, in fome 
cafes, be, upon the whole, very commen- 
dable; but there are others, in which, 
^ it 
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Serm. it will be eafy to (hew, that it may not 
111 . only be rafl^ and imprudent in him, but in— 
confident with prior and more important 
obligations. — The circumftances of his fa-- 
mily^ and others wJiofe happinefs nearly 

depend upon him, his importance to' 

the fociety of which he is a member 

and ufefiilnefs to the world in general, — 
ought all to be confider*d ; and may be 
very ftrong arguments to prevail with, him 
to preferve himielf. And if for the &ko 
of a firiend, who, tho' poflfels'd of feve- 
ral amiable qualities, may be of little con- 
fequence in adlive and focial life, he de- 
prives his children of a kind protestor 
and guide, and the ftate of a wife expe- 
rienced counfellor, the chief allertor and 
guardian of its liberties ; and confequcntly 
over-rules the ftrongeft impulfes of natural 
affeSlion^ and the regard he owes his coun-- . 
/ry, and mankind j his friendfhip is evi- 
dently founded on the rains of reafon and . 
humanity. Let us therefore feparate the 
mechanical p2ixty2nd all extravagant tranf 
ports, from private fricndfliip, and confi- 
der it as a thing that reafon may approve 
and jufliiy ; and we fhall find^ that 'tis 

nothing 
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nothing more than the reciprocal ejleem S&rm. 
and affeSlion of virtuous minds, united by IH* 
a harmony pf inclinations, views, and^^^*^'^ 
intereil, all upright and generous 5— — — 
That it never exceeds, in any inilance, 
the rules of yi^/r^, truths and honour 
is always fubfervient to the great law of 
univerfal benevolence j — and valuable,^ 
not as 'tis an attachment to private per- 
ibns, but as a means of promoting the 
caufe of virtue, and the happinefs of the 
world. 

The fame maybe faid of the love of our 
country^ viz. that 'tis a rational and vir- 
tuous difpofition, not merely, as 'tis a re- 
gard for a particular part of the fpecies,, - 
but as it has a tendency to advance the 
univerfal good. To love our country on- 
ly becaufe we v>ere horn in it^ without 
carrying our views to any thing farther, 
is weak and childifli j the prejudice of 
education and cufiom: This is making 
mere chance the ground and rule of our 
affedlion, and not the dictates of reafon 
and virtue : Or are we ftrongly attached 
to the inhabitants of a particular Ipot 
only upon this account, our being engag'd 

VoL.L E to 
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Serm. ta defend and fiippoit each other ? — IThfe 
in. is debafing a very noble principle, and 

^"^"^^^ making it mean and felfijh. In order, 
therefore, to raife it to fo great and he- 
roic a virtue as it has b^en reprefented, 
wc ni»ft feek oixt feme other foundation 
ibf it. Now the true ftatc of the matta: 
I take to be this. 

For their fecurity againft injury and 
violence, and to anfwer, in the moft ef* 
ledual ^ manner, the great end of thdf 
benevolent and generous afFedtions, man- 
kind found it neceflary to form particular 
ccieties: The reafon of fupporting thefe 
voluntary combinations is 'not only felf^ 
defence^ but becaufe fuch a method is- for 
the general good: Thefe two ideias ought 
never to be feparated,^ because things can't 
continue in a regular and natural ftatCi 
but while the good of every part is con- 
iider'd as fubordinate to the good of the 
whole : Now the ^bod of the whole h 
unqueftionably beft promoted, by every 
|)erfon's having a hearty af&ftfon for the 
fociety to which he belongs^ and a fttong 
tC2X for its welfare t This is his imme- 
diate concern — -theJiation aad.lphere 

•of 
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of ufefulnef^ that providence has affign^dSERjif. 
him;— And to be indifferent alDOut hjs Hi- 
country^ nay, indeed, not to cultivate an ^^'"'"v^. 
jftident lov§ of it ; but inftead of thi$i 
to amufe himfclf v^rith forming idle 
fchemes for the benefit of foreign- nations, 
to whom he is no v^ay related^ nor, per^ 
iuips^ likely to be know^, nor^ confe- 
quently, to have fo much influence among 
Aem^ as to be able to reduce his fchemesi 
were they ever fo benefieial5 to practice % 
is very prcpofterous and extravagant : 'Tis^ • 
in effect, refolving to be ufelefs, and ne-* 
gleft the good of mankind altogether. 

Since, therefore, a love of the public ^ 
i.e. of the particular civil community of 
which we are members, and a generous 
defence of its laws and liberties, is the 
only way that men,- in general, have, 
fo contribute their (hare to' the happi- 
nefs of the fpecies, and, if univerfally cul- 
tivated, a natural means of efieding thi$ 
noble and moft defireable end 5 we muft 
fefolve the merit of it chiefly into this^ 
and enlarge it beyond narrbw^ ^ontraSied 
Views, if we would make it a fublime an4 
heroic virtue : The undeniable confer 
. E 2 quencef 
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Serm. quence of which is, that 'tis only a ra- 
III- tional principle, when 'tis entirely con- 

^^"^^ Ment with, and fubfervient to the lii- 

preme law of univerfal benevolence. 

It ought never to propofe a diftinB inte^ 
reji from that of the whole j for then it 
immediately ceafes to be an amiable and 
ulcful quality, and becomes one of the 
moll vile and mifchievous : For inftance, 
when it prompts any to extend their ter- 
ritories by unjuil conquefls, to oppreis 
and plunder weaker ftates, and (pread ila* 
very and deftrudlion thro* the world ; in 
all foch cafes, -when a particular coun* 
try is "wicked faSiion againft the rights of 
all mankind, which, it would be for the 
general good, to have fupprefs'd and ex- 
tirpated, no one who has any fenfe of ge- 
nerolity can rejoice in its fucccfs: Love 
of our country is then a private afFedtion, 
and muft give way to the pMic one : 
And tho* we may be fo far concerned for 
its profperity, as to lament the degene- 
racy and violence that prevails in it, and 
even to hazard our lives to remedy its 
diforders ; wc can't furely wifli well to 
it any other way, while 'tis carrying on 

fuch 
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fiich mifchievous fchemes; we can't re-SERM. 
joice in its viftories, without declaring m« 
burfelves enemies to juftice, liberty, and 
the univerfal happinefs, and, confequendy, 
being monfters of iniquity and cruelty. 

It appears upon the whole, that both 
private friendftiip, and the love of our 
country are only fo far amiable and gene- 
rous, as they are branches of univerfal 
benevolence. Nothing can be a virtuous, 
a great or noble, but what is alfo a ufe- 
ful quality ; and 'tis an infallibly right 
rule of judging in all cafes of benevo- 
lence, which may feem to clafli and in* 
terfere with each other, to aim at the 
greatejt and mojl extenjvoe good : So that 
if there be a real neceflity, 1 am to facri- 
fice my friend for the fake of my coun- 
try, and nay country for the general hap- 
pinefs of mankind. Univerfal benevo- 
lence, therefore, is infinitely the mofl ex- 
alted and heroic fpring of adlion, becaufe 
the univerfal good can't be purfued to an 
excefs'^ but private friendfhip and the 
love of our country may be fo perverted, 
as to become mifchievous and deflrudlive 
principles : The former is entirely dif^ 
E 3 interejled^ 



Digitized by Google 



The perfeBiott of the 

. inter eft ed^ and can proceed only fromtha 
love of goodnefs, and, confequently, is a 
moft godlike difpofition ; the latter may 
bothfpringfrpni/////(f, yj'^/^niotives, and 
terminate in a narrow private intereft : 
The former contains every inftance of re-* 
llrain'd and partial afFedtion, that has any 
thing great and lovely in it, and is there- 
fore the whole fum of fbcial virtue j whercr 
as the latter, without more enlarged views 
than the mere pleafare of a friend, or the 
welfare of our country, forms a charac- 
ter fo far from being eminently good, 
that it wants the very ejfentiah of true 
gpodneft. And this, alone, is fufficicnt 
to vindicate our Saviour's fehcme of bener 
volence, and give us a high idea of its 
excellency an4 perfe^ion. I proceed, how- 
ever, in the 

SECOND place, to offer a few things, 
more diredtly, ipi anfwer to the objecr 
tion that has been made againft it, froni 
its; not recomniending, partic^lar^y, pri- 
vate frieiidfliip, and the love of our coun? 
try. And, 

ift. There 15 one circum/lance, which[ 
has been already hinted, that wiU go a 

great 
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great way, ofitfelf, to remove this feem- Serm, 
ing difficulty, wz. that the Chriftian 
principle of univerlal benevolence in- ^"^^^^^ 
eludes both thefe, fo far as they are 
founded in reafotiy and have any thing 
virtuous and praifewortby in them : U///- 
'oerfal benevolence muft, in the very na- 
ture of the thing, comprehend every fpe- 
cies of real benevolence; and a com- 
mand to promote the general good, necef- 
larily implies all the proper means of do- 
ing it; and, confequently, every inftance 
of private friendfliip, and zeal for the in- 
terefts of particular communities, that ap- 
pears to have this natural tendency. 

'Tis no juft objeftion againft moral 
difcourfes, that they lay down, chief- 
ly, general rules for the right con- 
duit of life ; for thefe alone are eternal 
and unchangeable morality : and the true 
application of them to particular cafes 
muft be left to every man's own reafon, 
bccaufe it depends on a variety of clr- 
ciunftances, that alter the expediency of 
things. To apply this to the point before 
us ; The great law of benevolence is to 
aim at the happlnefs of the whole fpe^ 
E 4 cies: 
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Serm. cies: This is a proper rule for all man- 
Ill, kind, an(l obliges perfons of every com- 

^ ^'^"^ plexion and charailer; but the manner 
in which it may be done is, to different 
men, very different, and, confequently, 
mufl be referred, in a great meafure, to 
their own judgment and difcretion : Nor 
is this likely to create any confiifion, be- 
caufe general principles are eafily accom- 
modated to particular circumftance^, 
where there is an honefl mind, and the 
leaft degree of reflection : For every one 
that thinks muft immediately fee, that 
nothing can be an ad of real benevolence 
which oppofes the univerfal good; and 
will foon difcern in what cafes, private 
friendfhip and the love of our country arc 
a fit means to advance it. 

Let me obferve farther, tho' the noble 
author, whom we are confidering, feems 
to think it a Jlrange fuppofition, that 
private friendfhip is not a matter of 
ftri5i and indijpenfable duty upon all, but, 
for the.mofl part, a purely voluntary en- 
gagement. General benevolence is a fix'd, 
immutable, and univerfal duty. An e- 
fteem of good and virtuous characters is 

always 



Digitized by Google 



Chrijtlan fcheme of benevolence. 67 

always rational, bccaufc *tis neceflarilySERM. 
conneded with the love of virtue itfelf : . HI. 
But this is not the notion of friendfliip j ^^^^V^ 
which is a " peculiar relation^ formM by 
** a confent and harmony of minds*/* as 
well as founded in virtue ; from whence 
'tis an undeniable confequence, that it 
can't be every man's duty, fince it evi- 
dently depends on circumOances that are 
quite out of our power. There are in- 
numerable inftances, in which perfons 
may find feveral among their acquaint- 
ance, and in the fame fphere of life, 
whom they highly efteem, but not one 
proper to be chofen for a clofe and /«//- 
mate friend ; fo that the recommending 
private friendfliip, in the general^ muft 
have been very abfurd, fince 'tis only a 
rare and accidental obligation, and never 
falls in the way of a great part of man- 
kind. And, befides, it might have been 
attended with mifchievous efieds; for 
the bulk of the world, thinking it a duty 
of religion, and a neceflary branch of fub- 
lime and heroic virtue, would enter in- 

^ ChanAeriftia, F9I. i. /. 98. htbt marginal mti. 

to 
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Serm. to ra^^ mconcerted^ aiid difagretabU alii- 
III. anccsi which muft, naturdly, produce % 

^^''V^ great deal of diforder^ and difturb the 
peace of focieties : Whereas while they 
aj£t upon the principle of univerfal bene- 
volence, no ill confequences can enfue ; 
and, therefore, the inculcating this prin^ 
ciple only, as an effential part of mora- 
lity, and leaving private friendfhip to fall 
in as a branch of it, juft as prudence, 
on a view of all circumftances, diredts, 
is the uoijefi and bejl way of inftruiUng 
mankind. We may add farther, 

^dly. To vindicate our Saviour's con- 
duit on this occafion, that there has been 
very little need, in any age, to put men 
upon cultivating particular jfriendfhips, and 
the love of their country ; but rather to 
give a check to thefe narrow limited af- 
fedionSj and corred the .exorbitancies of 
them. Mankind have a natural inclina- 
tion to bolh^ and there is no fqar of their 
negleSing either, fo far as *tis truly gene-* 
reus and ufeful ; on the contrary, the on-^ 
ly danger is. that th^ will be carried to 
fo great a height, as to be prejudicial to 
the general good. The experience of our 
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pwn times, and the hiftoiy of all ages, IsSeum, 
^ ample juftification of the truth of this 
remark. ^ 
Friendfhips have always been frequent 
enough. — But of what kind are they ? — 
do they not Ipring from humour and ca^ 
frtce^ from a harmony of odd^ wbimfical^ 
and unaccountable teippers, from fingula^ 
rity and felfijhnefs ? — ~or arc they built 
upon the folid foimdations of honour and 
virtue ? In like manner, zeal for the in- 
terefl: of a particular country is it not 

umverfal? But then is it truly bene^ 

volent and public fpirited ? Far from it ; 
*Tis more commonly an abfiird and child- 
\(h prejudice, that makes men fo extrava* 
gantly fond of themfelves, as to treat all 
other nations with infolencc and contempt: 
^Tis a zeal that makes an idoi of our 
pountry, and is ready to iacrificc even the 
good of the whole ipecies to it : There 
was no reafon^ then, that our Saviour 
fliould particularly inculcate thefe things^^ 
to wl^ich mankind have ib natural a 
turn, and are fo apt to indulge to excefs : 
JJis great work was to redify all dilbr-? 
ders, and, in an efpecial manner, the a^ 
good principles, and the extrava- 

g^nws 
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Sbrm. gancies that arife from it ; anH this he 
in. has cflfeihially done, in the cafe before 

^^■^^^^■^us, by enforcing the obligations of uni- 
verlal goodnefe, which will regulate all 
inferior affedHons without iejlroying 
them : For the obferving this rule will 
lead to every inftance both of friendfliip, 
and love of our country, that is really tf- 
mahle and henejicial^ and difcourage fuch 
only of either kind as are unmanly^ and 
mifcbievous. Let me obferve, 

2^dly. That there was a particular rea^ 
foHj from the circumftances of the world 
at that time, why the Chriftian religion 
fliould not diredtly and ftrongly recom- 
mend the love of our country : In gene- 
ral, 'tis not a thing neceflary to be in- 
fixed on, becaufe 'tis included in the love 
of mankind, and what all arc power- 
fully inclined to by education, cuftom, 
Aeir own particular intereft, and the like j 
but rather expedient that fuch narrow 
prejudices fliould be removed, by incul- 
cating more generous and extenfive views : 
And 'twas much lefs to be expedted at a 
jundture when an affedlion for particular 
countries was a general nufancey and tri- 
umphed 
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umph'd over juftke and humanity : FofSerm^ 
'tis well known, that the yews were fo IH. 
partially fond dT their own nation, Aat ^^^V^ 
they look'd upon themfelves as the only 
£ivoarites of heaven ; which made theni 
ievere and rigid in their ceniiires, and 
moroie and unfociable to all who were 
not of their religion: And, undoubtedly, 
the notion that feems, generally, to have 
prevail'd among them, that iht Mejfutb 
was to be their temporal prince, and ex- 
tend his dominion over all the earth, 
would have put them on fubduing and 
oppreffing other countries, as foon as they 
imagin'd they had a favourable opportu- 
nity for it: They wanted nothing but 
the power to effeft this vile and barba- 
rous defign, which their felfijhnefs ^nd pride 
fiiggefted. — And as for the Romans^ whole 
noble ledtures of benevolence and gene- 
rofity are fo much boafted of, and their 
love of their country reprefented as the 
very perfedtion of heroic virtue; the 
Romans^ I fay, were the plagues and 
fcourges of mankind, and had aihially 
carried their arms and conquefts, and, to- 
gether with them, terror, flavery, and 
2 ruin. 
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SEltM. ruin, t^o' the greateft part of the-tiioi 
IB* . known wwld. 

^■^V^ — Was this now a titoe to recdm* 
mend narrow views^ and an attachmen£ 
to particular focieties^ when the general 
intereji had iufiered fo much by it ? —-It 
ivas rath^ the way to have deftroy'^d fubr 
lie benevdlence altogether! The proper 
leilbn to be incelcated, in iiich a con^ 
fiis'd and degenerate ftate of thiAgs, was 
Certainly uninierfal goodnefs^ in order to 
put a ftop to the progrefs of alnbition^ 
avarice and luxury, which had introduc'd 
liich dreadful defolation, • and fubverted 
liberty, juftke, and all foeial virtues j 
This was the only remedy that could ht 
applied to the prevailing diforder: So 
that our Saviour's fcheme of benevolence 
is not only, in itfelf j the noblejl and moft 
godlike that we can conceive of $ but in 
keeping to fundamental and general prin-* 
ciples, and not defcending to leflfer con- 
fiderations, he afted the part of a wife 

reformer ; a iend to the uninjtrfal 

happinefs ; — — and an enemy to ofpreffion 
and tyrannf. Suffer nie to add 

t4 
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Ift the laA place, that th^ the Chrif- S?RM* 
tka religion has not particukrly enjoined Ill- 
private firiendflbip, anid the lore of our^'^ 
country, becaule^ fo ^ as they have any 
thing vktttCAifi; and commendthlc in them^ 
liiey fall in nweffiirily with the regular 
purfbit of die general good, and becaufe 
needlefs in itfdf, diis being the con-> 
ftant bent of himlaa nature ; and finally^ 
becaoie 'tis always naorc proper to reftrain 
^ ezos&s df dsciir principles^ than to 
allow them fcope and latitude 5 and wa* 
fo patticularfy at the time of our Saviour^a 
t^)pearance; tho^, I £iy, for thcfe very 
iiofiicient and weighty reafoilGy they are 
not diredHy enjoiuM in the Cliriftian re-* 
li^ow^ yet 'tis A^fatfe injinuatimy that it 
has given no encoiira^mettt.:ta themi 
For we have, in the chai:a«3rr of Chrift . 
fakn&lf, an eminent e^fample of each of 
thefe virtues, which is equal! binding, a& 
an exjM:efs law, upon all who acknowi- 
ledge his authority^ : He chbfe hat twelve 
per^^ns to be his immediate and conflant 
followers, and one of them he. made his 
ffi€7fi : Accordingly we read, in the hif- 
t^ryof the New Teftament, of the difi « 

ciple 
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Serm. ciple whom Jefus loved ; whom he always 
III. treated with confidence, and particular 
j^PQ^niarksof tendernefs and afFe<ftion.— — 
20. Here was a friendfhip that ^rang from 
virtue ; from a cbnfent and harmony 
the moft benevolent y mild and amiable dif- 
pofitions ; it was entirely rational^ dijin^ 
terefiedy generous and faithful ; fubfervicnt 
to the univerfal goody bdng founded in 
the love of goodnefs itfelf ; and conlc- 
qiiently a perfcft pattern for our imita- 
tion. 

And was not this weeping over Jeru- 
Lakt XIX falem, from a icnfe of its impending 
' ruin, a noble proof of his ardent concern 
for the public welfare ^ v^rere not all his 
labours to make his people happy, by re* 
formmg their corruptions and vices? was 
it not for this that he iudered fo many 

abufes ? nay, did he not even die 

for the good of his country ? I may add 
to this the example of St., Paul^ who was 
fo tranfported by his affcdtion for his 
countrymen, as to wifli that the greateft 
of evils might bcfal himfelf, even to be 
Kom. ix. occurs' d from Chrijl, if, by that means, 
he might be the inftrument of pre- 

ferving 
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£brving and eftablifliing their profperity. Serm. , 
Thefe are inftances, than which, if we III- 
take in all circumftances, none ever were, ^"'^V^ 
or can be, more great and heroical ; and 
had they been found among the old 
Greeks or Romans^ they would have been 
celebrated with the moft laboured and 
^nagnificent encomiums. But when men 
fet themjfelves to magnify the powers of 
realbn, and run down revelation, every 
thing, in the latter, has a low and invidi^ 
ous turn given to it; the moft godlike 
virtues lofe their luftre; and the moft 
exalted fcheme of morality is debas'd and 
vilified ; as in the cafe we have bfeen con- 
fidering, Chriftianity is reprefented as be- 
ing defcdive for what is its chief excel- 
lency, and renders it vaftly preferable to 
any lyftem of moral philofophy, or any 
inftitution of religion, that ever appeared 
in the world. 

Let us then be perfuaded to culti- 
vate, to the utmoft, difinterefted and 
univcrfal benevolence 5 for what is the 
perfection of our religion muft alfo be 
the redlitude and honour of our na- 
ture. — — Let oar conftant aim be the 
Vol, I. F good 
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Serm. good of mankind.^ Let us enlarge our 

ML minds, daily, from little narrow preju- 

^■^^^^ dices, that all our private pleafiires, our 
friendfliips, our regards to our country, 
may be regulated with a view to this as 
their ultimate end. — ^Nay, if it were pof- 
fible, we fliould extend our thoughts be- 
yond our own fpecies, and take in the 
whole unherfe of rational beings ; for the 
more unbounded fcope we give to our ge- 
nerous benevolence and compaflion, the 
more truly noble it is ; and the more near- 
ly do we refemble the fupreme fountain of 
goodnefs, whofe tender mercies are over 
all his works. 




SER. 
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S E R M O N IV. 



Of the image of God in man ; or 
the excellency of human nature. 



Gen. i* ver. 7. the former p^rt. 

So God created man in his (mn 
image^ in the image of Qod 
created he him. 

H E R E is no part of know- Serm, 
ledge more confiderablc than IV. 
a right knowledge of human ^-^^VVJ 
nature : It is of the utmoil 
importance towards the regular condudb 
of life ; and all the errors of mankind 
in point of moraiky, i. e. the moft fatal 
errors that reaibnable cfreatureis can be 
guilty of, are cxrtainly owing to their 
Fa not 
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Serm. not underiftanding, or not ferioufly con- 
IV. fideriqg, their own frame and conftitu- 

^ tion : And yet it may well be wonder 'd 
at, that men fliould be fuch great ftrangers 
to the defign of their own nature, and 
of all the objeds of knowledge, know 
the leaft of tbemfelves ; of tbemfeheSy I 
fay, whom they are fond of even to 
excefs, and whofe welfare they necefla- 
rily defire, but while they continue in 
this ftate of ignorance cannot purfue : 
For unlefs we examine into our own 
make, and confider the powers and capa- 
cities wherewith we are endued, and the 
ends which the great Author of our be- 
ing defign'd us for, 'tis impoffible we 
fhould underftand our duty^ or our bappi^ 
nefs. 

Indeed, human nature has been repre- 
fented in fo bafe^ difagreeable^ ^nd^.mon- 
Jlrous a form, that the contemplation of 
it muft needs be frightful and fliocking 
to a generous mind; as having loft its 
noble powers of reafon and liberty, and 
'being the feat of nothing but irregular, 
impure, and mifchievous paffions ; as in- 
capable of any thing that is good and vir- 
2 tuous, 
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tuous, and prone to all manner of viceSERM. 

and wickednefs. And if this were true, IV. 

who could take any fatisfadlion in look- "^^^ 
ing into himfelf, when he muft behold 

fuch a hideous piSiure of deformity ? 

But, thanks be to God, the honour of 
our nature may be eafily vindicated from 
fuch unjuft reproaches, as will, I hope, 
evidently appear from the enfuing dif- 
courfe 3 and, belides, fuch an account of 
it is, in its direft confequences, of the 
utmoft prejudice to the inter?fts of re- 
ligion and morality : For as, on the one 
hand, a right fenfe of the dignity of hu- 
man nature infpires great defigns, leads 
to the moft beneficent, generous, and 
godlike actions, and is a frrong prefer- 
vative from every thing that is vile and 
di/honourable } fo, on the other, when 
it is defcribed as having nothing excellent 
or amiable in it, and as a complication 
of mean-fpiritednefsy ill-nature^ ignorance 
and wee ; and when, upon this founda- 
tion, injuflice, cruelty, ingratitude, pride, 
revenge, and the worft of villanies are 
reprefented as natural to mankind ; this 
has a manifeft tendency to encourage their 
F 3 dege- 
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Serm. degenerate and licentious pra<9;iccs, and 
IV, furnifhes them with an excufe for their 

^■^^^^^ wickednefe, "viz. the necejfary corruption 
and depravity of their nature. And fi- 
nally, if this be a true pi^ure of hu- 
man nature, what muft we think of Ae 
gf^eat original from which it was copied ? 
muft not the giving fuch a chara6ler of . 
it be highly difhonourable to the fupreme, 
and immutable perfection of its glorious 
author ? The confequence is plain and 
undeniable : For God created man in bis 
onJbn image y in the image of God created be 
him. In difcourfing farther / on thefe 
words, I fhall 

I. Shew, wherein the im^ge of the 
Deity, in man, confifts; and that 
not only the Jirji parents of the hu- 

' ttMir2iC^yh\it all mankind Jince^ not- 
withftanding the corrupt and dege- 
nerate ftate of the world, were ori- 
ginally formed after the image of 
God. And, 

IL Conclude with fome proper and 
ttfefbl inferences. 

I. lam ' 
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L I am to fliew wherein the image Serm. 
of the Deity, in man, confifts ; and that IV. 
not only the firfi parents of the human '"^^^^ 
race, hvLi all mankind ^ncey notwithftand- 
ing the corrupt and degenerate ftate of 
the world, were originally formed after 
the image of God. Some commentators 
have iniagined, that by the image of God, 
in which he created our firll parents, is 
meant a vijible fplendor^ a glory that con- 
ftantly attended them, and rcfembled, in 
fome degree, the Sbecbinah^ which was 
the glorious fymbol of the divine pre- 
fence : But this is matter of mere con- 
jedlure, and of very little confequence in 
itfelf. I fliall therefore infift no longer 
• upon it, - but proceed to mention fome 
things that are more plain and certain, 
and of general and evident importance. 

Man is a being partly fenfitive^ and 
partly rational. There can be no refem- 
blance of his great Creator in the fcnli- 
tivc part of his frame, becaufe HE is a 
pure and infinite ^irit : And therefore 
when bodily parts, and fuch pafGons as 
frail men experience, are attributed to 
F 4 the 
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RM, the great God in Scripture, we mufl un- 
IV^- derftand fuch defcriptions, asufed in con- 
''^^''^^^^defcenfion to our weaknefs, and narrow 
imperfed: conceptions of things j and in- 
terpret them in fuch a manner, as will 
make them confiftent with plain paflages 
that aflert the fpirituality of the divine na- 
ture, and with the reafon and nature of 
things. It remains then, that man can 
bear the iniage of the Deity only in his 
intelligent nature. And, 

^ft\ He refcmbles his Creator in his 
reajoriy and under/landing ; whereby he is 
capable of making very confiderable im- 
provements in knowledge, and of dif- 
covering all thofe truths which are ne- 
ceffary to the right management of his 
conduft, and to fecure his perfeftion and 
happinefs : in that he is not impelled and 
determined by mere inftindt, but is capa- 
ble of confidering and examining the na- 
ture and confequences of things, . and of 
making a deliberate and wife choice : 
And this, very probably, is one of the 
principal things intended in the text. For 
God, having finiflicd the inanimate and 

animal 
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animal creation, is defcrib'd, as proceed- Serm. 
ing to the making a being in his oWn IV. 
image ^ after his Hkenefsy i. e. a reafon^ v^v^ 
aBIe creature, who muft, confequently, 
refemble him the Jupreme and moH per^ 
fe£treafon-j and the great privilege de- 
figned to be conferred upon this being 
was a dominion over the inferior crea- 
tures, in order to which reafon was ab- 
folutely neceflary. And becaufe reafon 
is the moft eminent diftinftion and glory 
of the human nature, by which man, as 
Lord of the lower world, is highly ad- 
vanced above the other beings that inha- 
bit it, 'tiis not unlikely, that the hifto- 
rian reprefents the Deity as proceeding to 
this part of his creation with peculiar ce^ 
remony^ to do honour thereby to this 
excellent nature, and give us a becom- 
ing fenfe of its importance and dignity. 
But, 

2dly. The image of God, in man, has 
a re^ft, farther, to the moral reSlitude 
in which he was created. The rational 
principle withih hini Jirongly directed to 
all the duties of piety ; . to the pradtice 
of juftice 5 and the exercife of benevo- 
lence. 
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Serm. lence^ one of the brightcft charadtcrsr of 
IV. the Deity, in all its branches \ to which 

^■'"■"^''^laft virtue he was alfo excited by peculiar 
inftinils, that it was impoffiblefor him 
entirely to fupprefs without lofing huma^ 
nity itfclf. And as to his paflions, they 
were all in a regular ftate, and fubjedt to 
the government of reafon ; which was ca- 
pable of keeping them within their pro- 
per bounds, that they might not, at any 
time, be extravagant and diforderly. This 
was the Jirft happy ftate of man. And in 
confequence of his underftanding, the 
great compa& of his rational powers, his 
moral reftitude, and particularly, the kind 
and benevolent afFedtions of his nature, 
(in which confided his more inunediate 
reiemblance of his Maker) He was ap- 
pointed to exercife dominion over the in- 
ferior creatures 5 and fo to be the reprefen-- 
tative of the great author and governor 
of nature in this lower world, and dif- 
penfe bis authority. I have given this 
iihort and general account of the image 
of God in nun, that I might have time 
to demonftrate, virhat is of th^ greateft 

impor- 
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importance, and the only thing thatSERM, 
can make a difcourfe on this fubjeft ufe- IV. 
iul to us, viz. That, in all thcfe rc-^'^^^^ 
Ipefts, not only the jirft parents of man- 
kind, but their defcendantSy were origi- 
nally formed after the divine image. 
And, 

ijl. None will deny that mankind are 
reajbnable creatures, how much fbevCT 
they may be inclined to dimini/h the ex^ 
cellency^ and weaken the force of human 
rcafon: And, I think, it can, with as 
little juftice, be denied, that the reafon 
of mankind is able in all important in- 
ftances, to diftinguiih between right and 
wrong, good and evil ; and that their in- 
telle6hial Faculties are of very large ex^ 
tent^ formed for making great and won- 
derful difcovcries, and capable of being, 
for ever, enlarged and improved j fa 
dmt, as reafonable creatures, they ftill 
evidently retain the image of God. And 
this, I believe, will be eafily allowed, and 
the only queftion will be, whether man- 
kind, inthdr oripnal formation^ before 

they 
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Serm. they are preverted and corrupted by prc- 
IV. judices of education and cuftom, the. 

^■^^^ influence of evil examples, and vicious 
habits wrilfolly contradted, ftill retain the 
irtiige of God, with refped: to moral rec^ 
titude. 

Now that this is really the cafe ap- 
pears from hence, that they have under- 
ftanding to diredl' the impulfes and af- 
feaions of the animal nature, to confider 
when they are to be indulged, and when 
reflrained, to form juft notions of happi- 
nefs, and regulate the defire of prefent 
fenlitivfe pleafure, that it may not interfere 
with the reititude of their higher powers, 
and the exercife of benevolence towards 
their fellqw-creatures j that, having a 
principle of reafon and liberty, they muft 
be capable of knowing, loving and ferv- 
God their Creator, and fupreme gover- 
nor, and of the pleafiires of mutual be- 
nevolence and friendfliip, as well as of 
governing their animal paffions, by keep- 
ing them within due bounds, and con- 
trouling them when they grow licentious 
and extravagant 5 and that this is the di^ 
r03 tendency of human nature^ even in 

its 
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its prefent ftate. For human nature^ even Serm« 
in its prcfcnt conftitution, is a reafonable lY* 
nature, and the reafonable nature of man^^'''^^^ 
has no evil tendency, but direds to the 
puriuit of wifdom and virtue, and to fup- 
prefs all corrupt defires. 

For inftance, is it not agreeable to bus- 
man nature to reverence the great author 
and governour oi the world, and fecure 
his protection and favour, on whom we 
abfolutely depend, by an imitation of his 
perfections, and obedience to his com- 
mands ? does not nature teach us to be 
juit and charitable, to compafHonate the 
miferable, and relieve the diftrefs'd ? are 
not thefe virtues fuitable to our Jirongeji 
affeBians and inJlinSli ? and the contrary 
vice^, by the univerfal confent of man- 
kind, branded as inhuman and monftrom ? 
Again, is it not natural to us to fcek and 
endeavour to promote our own happinefs, 
and, confequently, to .mortify all thofe evil 
appetites, which are the foqrces of corrap^ 
tion and mifery ? Or does our nature di- 
reft us to rebel againft the author of our 
beiog, to prey upon our own kind, to de* 
light in oppreflion andinjuftice, and. in the 
mifery of our fellow creatures, and to be 

agitated 
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Serm. agitated by wild and extravagant deiires 
IV. which fink us eveft below the conditioa 

Vi^^VN- of brutes ? Mankind may, indeed, dege- 
nerate into this miferaWe ftate, but, ftUl, 
all muft allow that this is not human na^ 
ture^ but a moft dreadful depravation of 
it ; for our reafonable nature teaches us to 
abhor thefe things : So that, according to 
Sohmoffs obfervation, in all ages of the 
world, God made man upright^ but tbey 

Ecclc. fought out many inventions. For the 

original integrity of human nature docs 
not confift in having no temptations to 
vice, but in being able to fid^due and 
conquer fuch temptations : Which itmuft 
be capable of doing as it has reafon to 
dired; it to what is right and 6t to be 
done, and a power of choofing finely, 
and confequently of a£Ung according to 
itsright judgment of things. 

It muft, after ail, be confefi'd, that 
diere is a ficinep and diforder^ in our 
mortal firame, introduced by tiie £ili, 
which, confidering the clofencfs and in- 
timacy of their union, may be fuppofcd, 
in fomc meafure, to alfcft the mind: It 
may be a dog upon our rea£>ning powers, 
a .. and 
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and ftrengthen the animal paffions: ButSsRM. 
this is entirely a natural^ and not a moral IV. 
dcfeftj Mrhich can't arife, in any in-^-^'V^ 
fiance from bodily conftitution^ !mt on« 
ly froi^ a pervcrfencis and depravity of 
the will : And iuch natural difi^ders are 
only, like external ofcgeds and drcum^ 
ftances, occafions of, and temptations to 
vk:c, and confcquently t)f no weight 
^nft any part of the preceding argiH 
ment. 

The g^iAd foimdation of inens error, 
in jadging of theie things, has been this^ 
etdier that diey have taken their eftimate 
of hmnaa nature from the fenfitive and 
brutal pait of it, and ncA: frcnn the 
ttlUgent and mor^^ and reprefented to 
their minds, as the origifUl ftate of it, 
hch evil difpo&tiotis and habits as are of 
their own creating; or elie, that they 
- have underftood particular paffiges of 
fcripture, whidi give the charadcr of 
tibe moft profligate and abandoned iin* 
Hers, as defoibing the natural temper of 
all mankind ; and fh-ained frrong Jigura* 
the cxprefikxis, which are very frequent 
in the eaAern knguages^ to their higheft 

fenfe, 
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Serm. fenfe, contrary to tl^c general defign of 
IV. the revelation, as well as the plain reafon 

^'^'^^^of things: And, indeed, if perfons will, 
proceed in fuch an undifiinguijhing way, 
'tis no wonder they bring themfelves to 
believe any thing, however abfurd and 
in itfelf incredible. Let me only add, 
/that as it is . a plain and obvious truth, 
how much foever mens partial views of 
things, and mifapprehenfion of fome 
doubtful paflages of fcripture may con- 
found and. darken it ; that human nature, 
even in jts prefent ftate, is a reafonable 
nature, and that to fuch a nature as this 
vice and wickednefs, of all kinds, is necef-. 
^ily repugnant : befides, I fay, that this 
is an obvious truth ; fuch a fenfe of things,, 
which is fo much the honour of human 
nature, and of the great God, who form- 
ed it to refemblc his own perfections, 
muft yield abufadant fatisfa<9ioii to every 
pious and every generous iriiad. 

I fhill but juft mention, that man con- 
tinues ftill to bear the image of God, in 
rcfpedt of his dominion over the inferior, 
creatures. The inanimate^ vegetable^ and 
animal world, are ufefiiKtO. him various 

ways J 
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Waysj fomc by their labour; others forSERM. 
food and clothing ; and not only admi- IV. 
I niftcr to his ncceffities, but contribute, ^•"'""^'^ 
I jointly, to the convenience and ornament 
of lifo : And it may be queftioned, whe- 
tfier it would be poflible for him, in fbme 
inftances, to exercife his dominion in the 
manner he now does, were it not for a 
kind of infiinSi planted in the nature of 
animals, to acknowledge him as their fu* 
perior Lord, l^ut I difniifs this head ^ and 
proceed 

lI.T*o make fome ufeful inferences from 
what has been faid. And, 

\fi. Let us be thankful to God for 
having fo diftinguiflied and honoured our 
riature, as to forni it after his own image. 
Our rational and moral ^ovftvs^ by whicti 
^e refemble the Deity, are the chief ex- 
cellency and advantage of ournature : By ^ 
thefe we are eminently advanced above 
the brute creatures, rendered capable of* 
the pleafures of fociety and friendfhip, 
ahd of improvements in knowledge and 
?irtuc : 'Tis by means of thefe powers^ 
Vol* I. G that 
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Sekm. that wc alone y of the whole vifiblc world, 
IV. are fitted to contemplate the great author 

^"^"^^of the univerfc, and celebrate the glory 
of his perfeftions. Are wc not then un- 
der the ftrongeft ties of gratitude, by our 
, united praifes, to excite, in one anothers 
ihinds, a warm and afieftionate fenfe of his 
goodnefs, and a generous ambition of imi- 
tating his moft excellent character ? Shall 
we omit a duty, for which we are. fb 
peculiarly formtAy and the obligation to 
which arifes, inmiediately, from our very 
make and coaftitution ? And as the noble 
faculties, with which he has adorned our 
minds, qualify us for paying him a 
luntary homage and obedience, fljall wc 
not teftify our fenfq of this high fevour by 
the moft entire and chearfiil refignation, 
and devotednefs to his fervice ? 

All the laws, by which he governs us, 
are the refult of moft perfedt wifdom 
and goodnefs, and calculated to promote 
our fupreme perfeftion and felicity ; and 
therefore piety, juftice, charity and tem- 
j)erance, or the regulating our aflfedtions 
and defires, arc eflentially our duty by the 
Very frame of our nature : And if we are 
wilfully deficient in any one branch of it *; 

' if 
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1£ we are dioi^tle6 and incoD^erateiand S e r M4 
tiegiigentof oura<aioi», we arc unworthy IV. 
the name of r editable creatures, and^^^^^'^ 
highly affiroBt the wife and bountiful Au- 
thor o^ our beings, who hath beftowed 
that excellent character upon us. 

2dfy. Let m maintain a juft fenie of 
the ^ttb and dignity of our nature, as 
we hai^ the btmour to be formed after 
the image of God : I mean, that we 
0)oiild value it in fuch a degree^ as is ne- 
ctSxtj to ^able us to fupport our cha- 
rafiiei'^ and itifpire fentimentsof generofity 
and yirtuc. ^Tis a laudabk grcatnefs of 
obid to praferve fuch an opinion of the 
exceUency of our nature^ as fhall reftrain 
from bafe and difgraceful actions : And no 
thoa^ will more efiedlually anfwer this 
end, than that of oiir being made in the 
Ukeneis of greateft and befl of beings : 
Shall iuch a one difhonour himfelf fo far, 
as to relioquifh the noble entertainments 

the mind, whidi are peculiar to rational 
beings/or thofc grofs and fenfual gratifica- 
tions, which he enjoys in ccmmion with 
inferiour and irrational creatures ? and 
thereby ^om being exalted to a reiem- 
blancc of the Deity, fink into the condi- 
G a tion 



Digitized by Google 



94 ^^^^ Image of God in man 

Sbrm. tion of a there anintal? An ingenuous 
IV. fpirit would fejed all temptations of this 
^•^^^^^ kind with 7^^r« and indignation. 

Or (hall I confent to become viler than 
a brute, by rooting out of my nature 
the principles of benevolence and com- 
paffion, which are the moft lovely and a- 
dorable perfcdlions of the fupreme being, 
and making myfelf a monjler of cruelty 
and revenge ? 

When reafbn, which, by the fkilful 
hand that formed us, was placed in the 
feat of government, is fubjedted to blind 
and headftrong appetites, and we are the 
flaves and the Jport of paffion 5 when we 
are afhamed of a wife and regular con- 
duct, and ileddy adherence to the rules of 
religion, or afraid of the confequences, and 
lacrifice our virtue to worldly honour and 
advantage ; when our intelligent and. 
adive powers, which are fitted for fuch 
noble purpofes, and high employments^ 
are loft in indolence and Jhtb ; when in- 
ftead of being ufefixl to others, and culti- 
vating, iaour minds, habits of juftice, and 
univerfal charity^ we pra<ftife oppreffion, 
fraud, and injury ; alas ! how woftiUy is 
that excellent nature debafedy which was 
I formed 
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formed for fuch high advancement, andSER^ 
even for godlike perfection ? Where is, IV 
then, the amiable image of the Deity, our^'^^"^^- 
chief ornament and glory ! Nay, I nuy 
afk, whCTC is humanity itfelf ? For 'tis 
rcafon alone that makes men of us, and is 
the moft diftinguiftiing part we bear of 
the divine image ; and therefore as men^ 
and creatures refembling the great Author 
of our beings, we ought to have a juft and 
conftant fenfe of the dignity of our rea- 
fonable nature, that we may never be 
tempted to do any thing unworthy of it, 

3</i^; The notion, that man was made 
fifter Ac image of God, teaches us to love^' 
refpeft, and honour our fellow creatures, 
as well as to fet a juft value on ourfelves ; 
For the affection and relpe£t being due to 
human nature^ or rather to the degrees of 
reafon and moral perfeSHon^ its refemblance 
qf the Deity, which appear in it, is 
equally due to it in my neighbour as in my 
own perfon ; and can*t be with- held with- 
out doing injuftice, and /hewing contempt 
both to the image ^ and original. Cruelty,, 
even to brute creatures, is a certain fign of 
a very bafe and degenerate mind ; but it 
muft be attended with peculiar aggrayati-. 
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Serm. ons, when ^ds exercifed towards fuch as 
I V^* bear a rcfemblancc of our Maker : And 

^'"^^^ therefore 'tis very remarkable, that whfta 
God appointed, by an exprefs comnKuul, 
that mnrderers fhould be puniAied with 
death, this reafon is affign'd for it, y&r in 

Ctn,\x.6.tbe image of God made he man. 

Upon the lame account every lower in- 
jury mull be criminal in proportion 5 and 
the contrary duties of benevolence and 
jnercy neceflary and indifpenlable. And, 
doubtlels, *tis for this realbn, among o- 
thers, that the love of God and of our 
neighbour, are rcprefcnted, in fcripturc, as 
having an infeparable connection with 
each other j which, indeed, is very cvi-.. 
dent, even from the nature of the thin^. 
And fince ALL mankind arc made after 
the likenefs of God, our good-. will to them 
mnA he univerfal: For we aft a very con- 
tradiftory and inconfiftent part, if we pro* 
fcfs a reverence arid efteem of the God of 
buman nature^ the Father of the J^rits of 
all flejh^ and pretend to celebrate the glory 
of his univerjal goodnels 5 and, at the 
fame time, confine our good offices to ^ 
ip^riioxhx family y nation^ or religious fro^ 
fejfiqn'^ ar? hyd-fheartcd to all the reft, 

wbQi 
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who, equally, bear the impreflion of IiisSerm. 
excellent and divine image. IV. 

Again/ as we believe that we were 
made in the image of God, and to ad: in 
imitation of his example, 'tis our duty to 
exercife our dominion over brute animals 
with Umty^ moderation^ and mercy : For 
by unnecefiary feverities and cruelties to- 
wards them, we manifeft a barbarous and 
iavage temper of mind, and confequently 
that we have loft thoie ientiments of good- 
neis and pity, which are our moft glorious 
refemblance of the great Creator ; and aft 
contrary to thofe excellent rules, which 
he himielf adheres to in the government 
of the univcrfe. And I can't help obfer- 
vingupon this occafion, that our treatment 
of brute creatures, who, inrefped of their 
many fervices to mankind, as well as from 
the regard due to our common Creator^ 
have a claim to much better ufage from us^^ 
muft be nutter of great uneafinefs to per-* 
Ions of a benevolent and generous difpofi- 
tion ; not only upon the atcount of the 
mifery which they endure; but becaufe the 
barbarous inftrumcnts of their mifery are 
fo far from having that merciful temper^ 
which the Chriilian religion recommends^ 
G 4 that 
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S^RM. that they feem, almoft, to hav^e forgofc 
IV. common humanity. 

^^^^ /^tbly. Since no part of the image 

Ood appears in the conftitution of our bof- 
dies, and the animal frame, but all in tho . 
intelligent nature ; let us not talue our« 
felves chiefly upon health, ftrcngth, beau-* 
ty, or any other enjoyments that are ex-, 
ternal to the mind, but upon cultivating 
our rational powers, and our moral per-- 
feaion ; or, in the language of fcripturc, 
on our being crtatei^ after the image of 
GoJ^ in rigbteoufnefs and true bolinefs. 

Finally, we learn, from what has been 
i^id, to value the Chrifrian religion, the 
chief view of which is to puriiy and exalt 
human reafon, obfcur'd and debased by.fu- 
perftition and vice, and rcftore the origin 
nal reSHtude of our nature : This great 
defign it is very wifely adapted to proqK^. 
For the laws of this excellent revelation 
have a neceflkry tendency to the fupremc 
perfection and happinefs of reafonable be- 
ings ; and it enforces the obfervation of 
them, in which confifts our oeareft and 
moft honourable conformity to the nature 
qf God, by the moft important and encou- 
raging motives. Bythegofpcl, tbetvrafb 
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ef God is fevealed from heaven^ againJlSERM. 
all ungodlinefs and unrigbteoufnefs of merif 
who bold tbe truth in unrigbteoufnefs.^"^^^ 
Therein, likewife, are given unto us ex^ 
ceeding great and precious fromifes^ tbaf 
iy tbefe we migbt be partakers of a divinef 
nature ; particularly the promi& pf a gIo-» 
rious refurredion to eternal life, when th© 
faculties of the mind will be enlarged^ and 
ks pleafures move pure and fubftantiali 
and when even this corruptible and animal 
frame will be raifed a fpiritual hody^ and 
put on incorruption and immprtality ; and 
confequently, inftead of being a clog upon 
the rational nature, be aflifting to it in its 
pioft refined operations. Then it will be 
feen,in ^much more glorious manner than 
it ever has been in this world, or than it 
could have been if mankin4 had retained 
their primitiyq innocency, that God made 
fnan in bis own image : Then the human 
nature will appear in its fulleft lufire and 
dignity. ^ 

I can-t 9QQclude without obferving, 
that even ihepofitive inftitutio^s of Chri-r 
ftianity are calculated to advance the fame 
blefled defign, namely, to reftore and per- 
fect the image of the Deity in us j as, by 
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Serm. their tenden^ to dUblUh and cotifirtn 
IV. good difpofitions, tliey affift and promote 

.^^^thc puriuit of real and Godlike virtue^ 
Lict us be perfuaded therefive, in the uib 
of thoie means which our holy rdigion 
prefcribes, to get as great a re(emblanc6 
of our maker, in his mwral diaradter, as 
is pofiibie ; that we may hereafter be ad«» 
mitted into the regions of light and im« 
mortality, where we fhall be more com- 
pletely like bimy becaufe we iball fee bim 
as be isy and improve in this likenefs, and 
confequcntly, in honour and felicity for 
ever. 
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God not an arbitrary being. 



Rom. ix. ao. » 

tut, O man, nvho art thou 
that refUefi againji God?'— 

, H O* religion be in itfelf moftSERM. 
excellent, and founded on the V. 
higheft reafon, there is a great ^'^V^ 
deal of ikiU and jodgment 
required in order to a rational and fucce^ 
fill defence of it. We ought not only 
to underftand it thoroughly ourfelves, be^ 
fore we attempt to recommend it to o- 
thers, but ihould take care to iupport 
it by none but jhUd arguments, that will 
bear being examined, and ftand the teft 
I of 




Digitized by Google 



loz God not an arbitrary being. 

Serm; of a ftrifl: and critical enquiry; and ta. 
give proper anfwers to the otjecKons of 
its adverlaries. For by an ill manage- 
ment, we may injure and cxpofe the 
beft caufe in the world; and when the 
oppofers of rel^ion find that our argu- 
ments for it are weak and trifling, they 
will eafily be perfuaded to triumph, as 
if they had gdned a complete vidory ; 
and imagining, tho* without juft ground, 
that this is all that can be faid in vindi- 
cation of it, their, prejudices will be more 
ftrppg and mvincible : This is efpecially 
true with rcfpedt to our reafonings about 
the providence of God, upon which all 
religion depends. The feme way of an- 
fwering objcdions will not do in all cafes ; 
but, on the contrary, what may be very 
properly urged at one time, will, at ano- 
ther, leaVe the truth quite naked and de- 
fencelefe j nay, in the opinion of the igr 
liorant and prejudiced/ ftrengthen the 
xratife oi infidelity. 

Thus the words of the text were very 
pertinently applied hy St, Pauly as I ihall 
have bccafion to (hew in the following 
difi^Qurfe ; but have been ufed by others, 
,who overlook the partiqular cafe of which 

the 



Digitized by Google 



God Aot an afbitrary hetng. 103 

die apoftle was treating, in anfwer to oIvSerm. 
jeSions to whidi they are by no means V. 
adapted J objedions that are really unan-^" 
fiperable^ being againft fuppoied methods 
of conduA in the Deity, which are abfo« 
lutdy inconfiftent with juftice and good- 
neis : And fince, befides this, fuch prin« 
dples have been inferred from, them, as 
reprefent the iiipreme and moft perfeA 
being under the charai^er pf a mere 
bitrary fovcreign 5 and render it impof- 
fible for us to judge of^ or argue from his 
iQoral perfections, which are the only 
foundation of amiable conceptions of him,* 
and of the tme peace and comfort of 
mens minds, as well as the fureft rale, 
we have to dircft us in our religious en- 
^lif ies ; I think I cannot employ your 
time more profitably, than in fettling the. 
trae fenfe of this text, and guarding it a- 
gftinft mifconftrudfcions : Efpecially if it 
be confidered, that 'tis but too natural 
for unthinking people to make ill ufes of 
it, injurious to the honour of God, and 
the caufe of piety and virtue. I fhall 
therefore, 

I. Point 
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I. Point out two or 4iree thmg&thaC 

are not ifiiply'd in 
D. Propofe a &w cafes, to wkich» if 
th^ cotttd happen, and w^e 
ed a» 6lj«Aion8 a^nft che plovi^ 
dcnee ctf God, it woufd not be a 
^^:ieat and national reply. And 
dlen, 

Bf. ^siem to what ca^ diefe \«ords 
may be properly apfiMr 

1. I am to point out two or three 
things that arc not implied in the text, 
hut are Mfe aid grctundteis iafer«nc«F 
frcoA itr And, 

T/f. We 4Kight not to in&r from it, thai 
God is a diefpotic arlAtrary Sovereign, 
whofe wri/ is the only rule of his -ac- 
tions. The great God, tho* he be fu- 
preme and aceountabt& to none, always 
governs hitnfelf by the eternal and un- 
alterable rules of wifdom, equity, and- 
goodncfs: His will is not, itfelf., Ac 
ftandard and meafure of right j but there 
is an intrinlic neceflary difference, in the 

nature 
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nature of things^ between juft and unjuft, Sfrm. 
.beneficence and cruehjr, that cannot be V. 
ahjcred by the auAority, will, or deter- ^"^''^^ 
minatioo of any being whatfbever. In- 
deed, what God wills is always right and 
fii;, always, upon the whole, litteft and 
b^ft. But why ? not merely becaufe he 
wilh it, bitf becaufe he is necefl&rily wife, 
juft and good. For can any man imagine, 
that if he (hould will to deceive, to vex 
and torment hia. innocent creatures, and 
employ his infinite power only to make 
them milerable (which is a very poflible 
fuppolition, if his, will alone be the rule of 
his. proceedings) fiich a condudl would be 
jujiifiable nay,, for even this muft be 
maintained as a nece0ary confequence 
from fiich principles, that it would be 
letter and more praije- worthy ihzn righ- 
teoufhefe, truth and mercy ? 

There cannot be a more dilhonourablc 
refledtion on the Deity, than to fttppofe 
he aiSts without a reafon, merely fi'om 
humour^ and arbitrary fleafure : It repre- 
fents him as a tyrant^ not as a wife and 
righteous Governour : It renders him 
frightful to our contcmptations, the ob-. 
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Serm. jc6t of averjion and horror y and dcftroyS 
V. all rational cftccm and love of him, and 

i^^'^'V^confidence in him : All expedations 

favour from him muit iink and vanifh 
at once. For who knows how fuch a 
capricious being, who is not detqminedl 
by reafon and juilice, but ihakes his will 
his only law; who can know, 1 iky, in 

what manner he will aft ? ^What pof*- 

fible aflurance can there be, that he will 
not refdlve on the mifery^ and ruin^ ot 
his rational creatures? Nay, if he Ijas 
promifed the contrary, can we have any 
probability that the fame arbitrary will 
that made, will not alfo break the pro* 
mife ? Mere will and humour are fickle^ 
uncertain^ changeable things, but truth 
and goodnefe are Jleddy principles, and a 
folid foundation for our truft and hope^ 
I fhall only add, that the reprefenting 
the Deity in this manner renders him in- 
finitely more formidable thm zny earths 
ly tyrants ever were, of can be, evert 
thofe who have been the greateft fcour- 
ges and plagues to mankind, becaufe he 
is poffeft of aUnighty and uncontroulable 
power i and the thought of almighty 

power, 
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J)ow€r, that is not direfted liy wif4omSEKM. 
and goodnefSj^muft fill the mind with ^ »^ 
the litmoft aflmjhment and /i?rr^r.— Shall ^-^'^n^ 
Wfithen give fheh' a Yeprodchful^ fudi a 
dettfiiAle character of die mofl: J)erfedt^ 
the moft an^able of all beings?/ — ^ — ^ 
Shall we piihire the very heji of being^ 
as the very nvorjif ^ And rtpi-efent 
him, in whofe imemng wifdom, ftridi 
inipartial juftice, and Univcrfaf unchange- 
able goodnefi, the whole rational world 
have the higheft reafbn to rejotct^ as one 
that every wife man muft wifli not to 
txiji. ' 

It can*t be inferred from thfe tfcxt, 
that men are not to enquire mto the riea-i* 
fons of God*s' proceedings ; <A that they 
are, in- no cafcs^ able to judge the jufi 
tice of his meth^ of providence. Fof 
God himfelf, in the fcriptures, fi-equently 
appedis to mankiiid concerning the eqtli-^ 
tf of the general riiles of his pfo^idertfial 
government : From whence *tis plain tha^ 
even he, that nioft pcrfeft being, whd 
is difeded by abfolute and invariable rea- 
fon, would not have us beUeve intptictt'* 
Jy that any thing is juft becaufe he doe^ 
Vol. L H - itj 
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Se.rm. it; but only requires of us to approve 
V. of it fo far, as wc can reconcile it to the 

^^^"^^ general principles of juftice and equity* 
In making this appeal God evidently fup- 
pofes, that the reafon of mankind is not 
only capable of judging in matters of re-- 
UgioUy but of determining concerning his 
aSiions j at leaft concerning the fitnef§ of 
the general ruleSy by which he governs 
the world: And therefore, men are over 
modeft^ when they refufe to allow their 
reafon that honour which the great Cre- 
ator himfelf has done it ; when they re- 
prefent it as blind and erroneous in cafes 
of the higheft importance j and as know- 
ing no more, and having no more di- 
ftindl and jMToper ideas of the moral per- 
fedions of the fupreme Governour, than 
the brutes that are void of underftanding. 
Little do they confider how much they 
difhonour and difparage the infinite wif- 
dom of God, when they difgrace and vi- 
lify their own reafon ; how much, I fay, 
they difhonour the infinite wifdom of 
God, who hath appealed to this difcard^ 
ed^ abandoned reafon to. decide in points 
of the utmoft confequence, and as the 

rule 
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rule by which we muft be ultimately con- Serm. 
duded in all our religious enquiries : For, V. 
indeed, whether God had appealed, to it^""^^^^^ 
or no, men muft, if they think, necef- 
larily follow its directions; and no au- 
thority whatever, however it may rejirain 
and terrify, can make them believe any 
principles, or approve of any adions as 
juji and right ^ whicli are evidently re- 
pugnant to it. 

And if we are capable of judging con- 
cerning the equity of thofe rules by which 
the divine government is cxercifed, the 
general principles of juftice muft be the 
fame both with refpedt to God and man. 
If they are difierent with refpec3: to our 
Maker, and are fomething myfteriom^ and* 
incomprebenfible^ we know not what^ 'tis 
impoffible we fliould be able to determine, 
in any inftance, whether the divine con- 
dudt be juft, or unjuft ; for how can we 
judge without ideas ? And thus an eflen- 
tial perfcdlion of the Deity will be im- 
poffible to be demonftrated by us, which, 
notwithftanding, is a fundamental prin- 
ciple of all religion. Indeed there may 
H 2 be 
I 
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SeKM. be difl5culties, to fiich imperfcfl amJ 
V. fliort-fighted creatures as we are, in judg- 

"""^^^^ ing of particular actings of providence, 
for want of underftanding the entire Jcbeme 
that the great governour of the world is 
purfuing > but if w6 fuppofe that God 
himfelf can, for inftance, punifh his 
creatures for what they could not help, 
and yet be clear of the charge of m- 
jujiicej we confound and deftroy the ne- 
ceflary and impotable diftindticm be- 
tween good and evil > and mtaike it im- 
pofTible for mankind to imitate his moral 
perfeftions, in which their higheft ho- 
nour and happinefi confifts. We could, 
then, have no probability what kind of 
behaviour was likely to be pleafing to him, 
nor what icheme of religion was moft 
worthy of him : Nay we could not be 
fore that the heft of men would not be 
the objefts of his diipleafore, and th« 
wvrjl his peculiar favourites ; and, con- 
fequently the praftfce of religion, and 
purfoit of virtue, would really be, as its 
enemiies mifrcprcfent it, no better than 
enthiffiafn^ 

And 
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And from what has been faid it necef- Serm. 
l&rily follows, that the fuprcme being will V, 
never think we do him honour, if we ^"^V^ 
give ^ich an account of the conducSt of 
his providence, as contradidls t^ur natural 
nottMs of juJHce and equity : Nay, to fay 
that he is unjtffi may be more honours- 
able to him^ than to give him die cba^ 
nufter of a ngbteous being. For upon the 
fiippoiition that the general notion of 
juftice is quite diJiinB^ in God, from what 
it is in man ; if we fay the Deity is un- 
juft, we fay a thing of which we have 
no certain determinate idea ; and^ coniib- 
quentiy, nothing that is direftly injurious 
to his abfolute perfedtion: The word 
ix^uftice is a mere empty founds without 
meaning. JBut if we affirm that he may 
deceive his creatures, or puoi(h them be* 
yond what their iniquities deferve, 
repref^nt hinj, really^ as an evil, vicious 
being, one whom every wife and good 
man muft. abhor; and, confequently; fix 
a reproach upon his charadter, that no 
nominal compliments can atone for. For 
tvca fijch impcrfedt creatures as we, if 
H 3 Jujl 
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Se KM. juji znd good were made to lignify tyran^ 
V. fly and cruelty, fliould be fo far from be- 

^"^"V^ ing fond of accepting the title, that we 
fhould rejedl it, if it was offered us, with 
difdain and indignation. 

There is a phrafe commonly ufed, 
which, perhaps, has led fome pedbns 
into the mill^es I have been guarding a- 
gainft, viz. that the end which God de- 
ligns, in all his adtions, in the creation 
and providential government of the world, 
is his own glory. The expreffion itfelf 
as, undoubtedly, capable of a juft and ra- 
tional fenfe ; but has been groflly mifap- 
plied, and made to lignify, what it can 
never fairly fignify, fomething diftin& 
from, and even inconfifient with, the ex- ' 
ercife of juilice and goodneis. And, iui- 
deed 'tis natural for men to interpret k 
agreeably to the notions they entertain 
of God ; and, confequently, with pcribns 
whofe apprehenfions are different, it will 
have a quite different meaning, and be ei- 
ther true, or falfe, as their apprehenfions 
are rational or otherwife. Thus, if men 
conceive of God as a mere abfolute fme^ 

reign. 
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rtign^ according to them, his glory muft SfiRM. 
conlift in the exercife of an uncontrouU V. 
able ^xiA unaccountable fever eignty^ aiid c- ^•^'^^^ 
very thing will be right, merely bepaufc 
he wills it, and has refiftlefs power to.ef- 
fed it. But this, I have fhewn, is fi- 
guring the almighty being as a tyrant^ 
who delights in nothii^ but lawlefs will, 
and arbitrary dominion ; whereas the true , 
glory of a fovereign is in the wiidom, 
juflicc, and cleniefjcy of his govenjnient. 
Again, if we in^gine it to be th( chief 
attribute of the Deity, th^t he is Jlri^ 
and rigorous in punifhing ; his glcny will 
be moft, eminently difplayed when he is 
moft Jiiff and inexorable^ when he has. 
moft of Jlern^ injleocible feverity^ and leaft 
of mercy. But if vffi believe him to be 
ncceflarily wife^ rigirteous^ and g^ody it 
will then be his chief glory to exercife an . 
equal and impartial^ but, at the fame 
time^ a gracious prftvidence, over all his 
features 5 and invariably to purfue the fit-, 
teft meafures to jwromote the general good.. 
And I may appeal to all mankind^ if they: 
will lay afide their prejudices,; an4 cbn-. 
fult qply their reafon, whether this does 
H 4 not 



Digitizea by Google 



TI4 Ood not an aWttrary being. 

^fiRM. not give a vaftty more honourable and 
V. amiable notion of him, than the defcrib- 

'•'V^ ing him 6ither as an arbitrary fovereign, 
tut aa unrelenting JuJg^. The glory, of 
G<5d can't be a diflirif): confideration from 
th* exefcife of hij moral perfedtions for 
the hap]^nef6 of his c^eaturts, becaufe 
in this view he zfp^ari- moft excellent, 
ahd in the higheft hfMkMii- and dignity, as 
creator ttnd gdverrtotif of the univerfe, 
afld the compaMohate father of all intel- 
i'^tiit beings I And 4 defeflt in pdwer, 
ftfmvkc^e^ or <ftten^ if ^dmini^n, would 
Ik* ftitifi dhd obfcUtie hh gl6ry, in any de- 
gfei^ bf cbmparifoij, like afitsof injujlhe^ 
aiid dhiteky. I jJroceed no\^, 

i^ly. Having pbinted out fome gene- 
ral pfiildpled that iife fklfely inferred 
ftbnJ tht telft, in^i tuty man, iDh art 
tbm^ fbttt y^iifi agaihji God f to mth* 
tioflj brfeSyj a feW ca/eSi 16 whidh if \hty 
cbold happerti ind Wfefe tirged as objte- 
tiohs ttgainft the providence of God, it 
Would not be a jb^ient., and rational 
iifpiy. Aftd, in gdnet&l, fuch An anfwer 
m»ft H v<a-y m0 ahd triJHfig ih all 
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csifes, that tfe evidently rqmgnant to S£ Riff. 
jaiBce and goodnefs, Thus, if we could V. 
fuppofe, that God had abfolutely dfctcr- ^'^''^ 
mined the final and eternal mi&ry of 
great numbers of hU rational creatures 1 
or that he tempted and excited them to 
; that hi imjaiiied impra^cable duties, 
and puokhed any for not believing or 
not doing impoffibiliti^ ; if thefe eettrava- 
gant things, I &y, could be fuppoibd of 
the fopreme aftd ill-perfea being, who 
is righuoui in att bis vsays^ and whoie 
tendft inercies itre over all his wrks ; it 
would be the nK^ impertinent thing in 
tbe wtorld^ to think to fatisfy the rcafbn 
of mankind by ifefblving all into his five-- 
rtignty^ and &ylng, wb(^ art thw^ that 
rtp&ep againji bvd^ The fovtrtignty 
Gbd^ and his right to ad as he pleafes 
in. c^fes where jufticc is not concerned, is 
ni» thing dif][)uted, but his equity and 
go^efi^^ which caA only be vindicated 
by fliewing, either that the above-men- 
tioned methods of 2t€i)ing are not in(lances 
^ arbitrAriytffi ami cruelty, or that arbi-r 
tt^MinelS -1^4 CTBfeltf ji ^yhich are reckoned 

monftrPtts 
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SBRM. monftrous crimes in all pther beings, 
V. no blemijhes in God's government of the 

^^V^ world. 

Indeed, had I a notion of the fupreme 
Creator and Father of mankind (I ipcak 
it with quite difFereint fentiments, and 
with . the higheft d^eem imd reverence 
of, his moral charafter) but had J xeally . 
a notton.of him as deftitute of equity and. 
benevolence, and a<fting only for the often- 
tation of hisf fupr^nje power, and fovc- 
reign dominion, I. might,^, perhaps, think 
it prude$U^ not; to complain, that I might, 
not expoTe myfelf to the refentment of 
lib ter^ibl^ M enemy ; —but vrould there ^ 
be, ever, the reafin for complaint? 
Thcsmotftk^^ lhe olyeBor might be Hop- . 

ped by his . fears ; ^ —but would thex 

force of the objeBipn be at gll abated ? Jt. 
could not be,as long as there remained iuay 
difference in aftipns, any diftindioA pf , 
juft or unjuft. For if powir AJone .do^ 
not conftitute right, (and if it dops^ ;the 
moft powerful, in every degree, muft be 
univerfally^ and without thC) 
moft righteous) xh^ greatejihdng^ be,Ms, 

power 
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power evier £>^ettenfiv€» ind his domi^SfiRM*' 
nion eva: lb uncontrouiabtej cm have no V. 
more aodiorky to be uhjaft and cruel ^'^^"^'^ 
than the mear^ 5 but, oh the contrary; 
will be, in proportion, a mdre evil and 
mifcbievous being, and more julUy the ob- 
jcdl of uniTsrcrfal abhorrence. It remains 
to be enquired, 

' 2dJy. To what cafes thewprds of the 
text may be properly applied; Now this 
will be beft* determined hy confidering 
the particular ajcgument the apc^lewas 
purfiiing, ' and to which diey imimediatdy 
relate. In the 2»i and 3d verfes of this 
chapter, he laments, in a y&y pathetic 
manner, the difmal &te of his coimtry-o 
men, who were/caft off iirom being the 
pec^le of God, and devoted to deftruc-^ 
tion, for their 'wilful oppofition to the 
golpel, after they had hcevi long diftin* 
guhlied by peculiar and extraordinary 
privileges. In the 6th vcrfe he infinu* 
ates an otge^lion, viz. that by rejedling 
the Jews, the wdrJy or promife of GoJ^ 
which was made to the feed of \Srabam 
would not have its effeS ; and, in anfwer 

2 to 
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Si&»M. td it^ obfetvfcs th^felwo things, i/. That 
V. the dciccaEvdante of or Jfirml^ did 

^•^■^^^ftot make 1151 the wbde of ^4^/, or 
the peojde of God comjjrdhcoded in the 
(uromiic; but as he argttcj more diftinft- 
ly in th6 4tb chapter of this EpifUc, 
wr. 1 1, C^r^ all thofc Gtntiks were in- 
cluded, who trod in the fl^s of J&ra^ 
bam*$ iai& ; /and, confbquently, the calU 
ing diem to the advantages of the Mef- 
fiats kiogdotn was not fruflratingj but 
ful/U&ngthc ^mifc. And^ zdfy. That 
tbe prcmife was^ never maHe to all <he 
fiatuKal race of ;^abam^ This he proves, 
ni^. 9. from the^ words of the prom^ 
itfelf, at tbh time wiS J €me i aad 
Sarah fi^ill have a Son. / Hoc waa this 
the only limitation of the jfeed t£ j46ra* 
ham I for^ as he adds, when Rebecca 
had conceivkd by one^, £ven iyitmr. Father 
ifaac, {tJye children bemg. not yet born^ 
ndther hssbirtg done any good, or £vily that 
the ffurpofe of Gid, according to ed^on^ 
might fiand^ not of works y bit of him that 
calleth) it was faid untst bsry tioe tlder 
paU fer^e tie younger.' The fenfe of 

. which 
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which words is pldnly this, that God,S£RM. 
" while the children were yet in their mo- V. 

ther's womb, and, confequendy, before 
" they could, by their aftiort^, either re- 
commend thcmfelves to his favom-, or 
merit his dilpleaftire, detertnined diat 
" the pofterity of Efau Ihould ferve thofe 
of Jacobs in order to lliew, that his 
making any family, or xace of men^ 
his peculiar people, or, in other words^ 
^ his taking them under his fpecial pro- 
" teflion, and conferring extraordinary 
" advantages upon them, [depended on 
his own wife purpofe, as having a 
right to beftow his &vpurs on whom 
he pleafed, and not on any works and 
^ deferts of theirs. That this whole 
|«ragraph does not at all relate to Jacob 
^9 Efau copfidfered perfonally is evident 
ftotti hencei Aat It is not tme perfonally^ 
but only in a natknol fenfe, that the 
elder did ferve the younger. Again, die 
text in Genejisyto which here is a reference, 
"proves unqueflionably, that this was 
the only thing intended - iri the promife : 
are in tbywomh, and 
the 
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Sekm. ^be one PEOPLE JhaU be fironger than 
V. the other PEOPLE, and the elder Jhall 
^"^^""^ferve the younger. And finally, that no- 
Gen, xxv.^^j paflagc, Jacob have I loved, but Eiau 
have I hated, fpeaks only of the diftinc- 
tion which God, in his providence, made 
between the race of Jacob and Efau, 
with refpedt to temporal , ^nd outward 
advantages. For th« words, of which 
St. Paul quotes only the general fub- 
ftanc^, ftandthusin the prophet Malachii 
I have loved you, faith the Lord, yet ye 
fay, ivherein hajl thou loved us ? Was not 
Efau Jacob'i brother ? yet I loved Jacob, 
Mai. i. 2,and I bated Efau 4 — — but how !— — and 
^* laid his mountains and his heritage wajle. 

Having fufficiendy anfwercd the firft. 
objefkion, the apgftle comes to another, 
verfe the 14th. What Jhall we fay then ? 
is there unrigbteoufnefs with God ? God 
forbid. " Is it any injuftice in God to 
" chufe one people before another, to 
^* confer upon them extraordinary fii- 
vours ? By no means. " This he ar- 
gues, with the Jews, from feveral paf- 
fiiges in their own Scriptures: And in 

the 
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the text, and fome following vcrfes, (up- Seam. 
on which I fhall give you the excellent V. 
paraphrafe of the great Mr. Locke) he ar- ^"^^V*^ 
gues the fame point from the reafon of 
the thing. Nay^ but^ O man^ who art 
thou that repliejl againji God? Shall the 
thing formed fay to him that formed it^ 
Shall the nations that are made great, 
<^ or little, ihall kingdoms that are raifed, 
or deprefs'd, iay to him in whofe 
hands they are to dilpofe of them as 
he pleafes," Why haji thou made me 
thus? Hath not the potter power over the 
clay^ of the fame lump to make one vejfel 
to honour y and another to difhonour ? What 
ij God willing to fhew his wrathy and to 
make his power known ^ endured ^ with much 
i^^g-faff^^i^gy "oejfels of wrath fitted to 
defiruBion ? And that he might make 
known the riches of his glory on the vejjeh 
of mercy which he had afore prepared un* 
to glory? " What if God willing to 
" puni(b the finfiil people of the Jews^ 
and to do it fo as to have his power 
" known,and /taken notice of in the doing^ 
it, bore with them a long time, evca 
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Serm. after they had dcfenred his wraA, as 
V. he did ^nth Pbaraob, that his hznd 
might be the more eminently vifiUc 
" in their deftrudion? And Aat aMb 
" at the fame time he might, with the 
more glory, make known hisgoodnefs 
and mercy to the Gentiles^ whom, ac- 
cording to his purpofe, he was in a 
readine(s to receive into the glorious 
ftate of being his people under the 
" gofpd?'' 

I hope it appe^s, from what has been 
feid, that this whole chapter, which 
has been fb confounded and darkened, 
relates only to God's dealings with na^ 
tions and colkStive bodies of men ; ' and 
iK>t to his favour or diij^eaiiire to- 
wards f articular ferfons^ and determine 
ing abfolutely, without any regard to 
their aftions, their eternal ftate hereafter. 
The argument then, tiiat St. F^n^/pur- 
flies, is only this, that God' might dif- 
penfe his extraordinary fevoiirs as fee few 
fit; and, confequently, eminently di- 
Hinguilh one nation, and pafe by others, 
without the leaft injiiflke j and that to 
cenfiire fucb a way of proceeding, in 
I the 
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the proprietor and Jbvereign dijpofer of all Se rm. 
things was arrogant and prefumptuous. V. 
And from hence we learn to what que- ^^^^^ 
ftions the words of the text may be 
properly and jujily applied, viz. to fuch 
as thele ; why God vouchfafes a re- 
velation of his will to fome nations, and 

not to others ? why, for example, he 

has not made the chriftian univerfal? 

why does he permit morale and natural 
evil ? why has he not made all crea- 
tures of the bigbeft order ^ and communi- 
cated to all equal degrees of perfed:ion and 
hap^ineis? nodiing of this can be fhewn 
to be contrary to juftice, becaufe they 
are, all, favours, which his creatures 
have no right to claim : And therefore 
Iq thefe, and all other cafes of a Hie na- 
ture, where juftice is not concerned ; 
which have no appearance of malice or 
cruelty y but are confiderations of wifdom 
only y 'tis very pertinent and rational to 
fey to an objedtor, nay^ but^ O man^ who 
art thou that replie/l againji God ? We 
learn from this difcourie, 

jfi. How neceflEuy 'tis that wc con- 
fider the ufes to which paflages of fcrip- 

VoL.I. I turc 
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Serm* turc are applied, and don't argue generally 
V. firom what is only adapted to a parttcu-^ 

^'^^''^^ Jar cafe. This is one reafon why texts 
have been fo abominably perverted, and 
ftrained to fuch abfurd and unnatural 
fenfes, as are not only contrary to their 
true delign, and the general fcc^e and 
tenor of the revelation, but ftrike at the 
foundation of all religion. 

2dly. Let us cultivate in our minds 
the higheft reverence of God, efpecially 
the moll honourable apprehenfions of hi$ 
moral charafter; and being pcrfuaded that 
all his counfcls are the refiilt of infinite 
mfdonty and th^ his will is ever deteri* 
mined by the higbefireMfin^ let us hum- 
bly acquiefqe in all the methods of his 
providence. Survey the work of God, 
the exquifite beauty and harmony of 
the wbole^ the admirable connexion and 
Jfubferviency of the feveral parts ; nay^ 
iurvcy thyi tmn frame^ the curi6u$ and 
jtftoni(hing ftmAurc of thy body, the no* 
blc feculties and capacities of thy mind \ 
&i>d from the furprizmg marks of wif^ 
djpOR " aod gOQdntfs, ; which thou canft 

difiinBly 
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diJiinBly perceive, in thine own make, and Se r m. 
in the whole conjiitution of things, draw . V. 
the juft and natural inference, 'uiz. that ^'^^^^^ 
the great Author and Governour of the 
univerfe is pofleft of thefe perfections in 
the moft ahfolute and compleat manner ; 
and, confequently, that all things are 
contrived and ordered with the fame 
wife znd benevolent view; tho*, in parti- 
culars, it does not appear equally, and in 
fbme, perhaps, not at all to thy limited 
underftanding. 

The improving conftantly in our minds 
worthy notions of God, as a being fu- 
premely wife, and immutably jujl and 
good, will be attended with very great 
advantages.— It will reftrain that im- 
pertinent humour of fcepticifm and cavil^ 
Ung, which makes men oppofe their ig- 
norance and prejudices to his infinite wif- 
dom. — —We fhall always confider the 
Deity, as the moft amiable and delightful 
objedt of our contemplation j neither as 
a weak capricious being, whom we can- 
not reverence 5 nor as a rigid tyrannical 

beings whom wr cannot love. A nd, 

I 2 finally. 
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Serm. finally, our religion, built on fuch prin- 
V. ciples, will be wife and rational ; and 
there can be no foundation for any of 
thofe fuperftitious and enthufiafiic mix- 
tures, which expofe tlie moft excellent 
and ufeful thing in the world to contempt 
and ridicule. 
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SERMON VI. 

Of the abiifes of free-thinking. 



Galat. v. 13. 

For J brethre^y ye have been called 
unto liberty y only ufe not liberty 
. for an occajion to the jlejh. — 

[HERE is not a more valu-SERM. 
able blefling in human life, VI. 
than liberty. Civil liberty is -O/^ 
the bafis of all focial hap- 
pinefs; and liberty of confcience the only 
foundation of a rational religion. When ^ 
this latter is reftrain'd, we are treated ra- 
ther like brutes than men, /. e. creatures 
I 3 endued 
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Serm. endued wkh moral powers, and ac- 
V. countable for their adlions : And there- 

^^'^^^^ fore 'tis one of the chkf excellencies of the 
Chriftian religion, and very far from the 
air'andfpirit of an itnpofiure^ that it pre- 
ferves the rights of confcience facred and 
inviolable. But becaufe the world is 
apt to run into extremes^ the writers of 
the New Teftament, like perfons who 
had a thorough knowledge of human na- 
ture, have taken care in this refpedt, 
as well as in all others, to guard a- 
gainft excefs and irregularity. Thus St. 
Tauly in the text, advifes the Galatiam 
not to miftake licenfioufnefs for Chri- 
ftian liberty ; or, in other words, not to 
imagine, that, becaufe they were freed 
from the expenfive, and burthenfom ob- 
fervai^Ces of the Mofaic inftitution, which 
are elegantly defcribed as a ftate of fers 
vifudcy they were difchargM, likewife, 
from moral obligations, which are an 
cteVnal and immutable law to all rational 
beings. I intend to confider the fubjedl 
in a different light, fuited to the com- 
pletion and genius of the prefent age ; 

and 
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and fliall enquire intofome of the chiefSERM. 
abufes of free-thinkings by which, it hap- VI. 
pens, that what is really the peculiar " ''"'^ 
honour^ and greateft advantage of our in- 
telligent nature^ becomes a reproach to it, 
and is attended with moft injurious con- 
fequences. And, 

iji. Embracing the principle of liber* 
ty has ended, with many, in injtdelity^ or 
a difbelief of all religion* 'Tis moft evi- 
dent, that infidelity never more abounded 
than in this age of free-enquiry i and 
that thofe who are moft loofe in their 
fentiments with refpeil to the obliga-*' 
tions of religion in general, and of 
Chriftianity in particular, are, in pro- 
feflion at leaft, enemies to bigotry and 
implicit faith : Nay, it may be allowed 
ferther, that 'tis likely they would never 
have gone fuch a length as to throw off 
all religion, if they had continued in a 
blind attachment to the principles of 
their education, and to eftablilhedand po- 

'pular opinions. Whence now can 

this arife ? We who believe that re- 
ligion, in all the parts of it, is ftriiftly 
I 4 rational. 
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Serm. rational, can never allow that it is the,na- 
VI. tural confequcnce of a free ^mdi impartial 

^""""^^ examination of it ; but muft fuppofe, on 
the contrary, that the more thorough- 
ly 'tis confider'd, and the more nicely 
weighed in the ballance of true and un- 
biaffed reafon, it will be the more 
heartily believed and fubmittcd to: And 
I doubt not but I (hall be able to make 
it appear, that this melancholy event 
may be fufficiently accounted for from 
other caufes ; and that it not only may, 
but oftentimes does proceed, not from 
a fuperior underjlandingy or more adequate 
and enlarged views of things, but from 
ignorance^ fuperjicial enquiry^ and even 
from that prejudice^ and implicit faitby 
which the monopolizers of reafon and 
free-thinking fo loudly difclaim. I would 
not be thought, by any thing I am now 
advancing, to difcourage the mofl rational 
and free examination of all religious 
principles, be they ever fo facred^ and 
venerable^ and tranfmitted down with 
ever fo much awe and folemnity by our 
forefathers j nor would I be thought to 
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aflcrt, that any man is obliged to receive Serm* 
a revelation, which, upon mature deli- Vl. 
beration, appears to be unworthy of God, ^"^^^T^ 
and repugnant to the reafon and nature 
of things : For my only defign is to point 
out (bme falfe principles which are all an 
abufe of the true principle c£ liberty ; and 
by which, 'tis highly probable, many 
of the profefs'd admirerSy and zealous ef- 
poufers of it, have been led to a difregard 
both of revealed and natural religion^ 
And, 

iji. It frequently happens, that after 
men have rejeBed fome principles, which, 
before, they looked upon as very impor- 
tant, nay effential parts of Chriftianity, 
upon being convinced that they have as 
little foundation in the Chriftian revela- 
tion, as in the reafon of things, they ftill 
retain others, equally repugnant both to 
reafon and fcripture. In fome time they 
are- pcrfuaded, either by converfation, 
reading, or their own inward reflec- 
tions, that thefe likewife are abfurd and 
irrational I but inftead of enquiring^ as 
becomes honeft fearchers after truth, take 
it for granted^ all the while, that they 

are 
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Serm. are real dodlrincs of Chriftianity : The 
yi. confequence of which is, that the Chri- 

'^'"^^ftian religion itfelf i« rcjedked as £iiic^ 
becauie fuch doiftrines, which are erro-* 
neoufly reckoned as parts of it, cannot be 
true. Thus, for inftance, a man reafbns 
that God can't be an arbitrary being, who 
has no regard to the moral fitneis of 
things ; or an ill natur*d being, who pure- 
ly for the oftentation of his uncontroul- 
able power and fovcreignty, has abfolute- 
ly determined the final mifery and ruin 
of great numbers of his reafonable crea- 
tures ; that no miracles can prove fuch 
dodrines to be fi-om God, becaufe they 
are a difhonour to his moral perfe£ii« 
ons ; and, confequently, no religion that 
teaches and inculcates them, whatever its 
external atteilations are, can be of divine 
authority : But they pais, among many^ 
for important principles of the Chriflian 
religion, and therefore Chriftianity is an 
impofiure. 

— — But why ? May not Chriftians 
mifreprefent the dodtrines of the religion 
which they profefs ? ^ Or is it fit 

that 
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that any religion fhould becondemn«d^S£RM« 
before 'tis examined, marely from hear^ VI. 
fay ? ——-Is this freedom of thought^ and ^'^^V^ 
rational enquiry ? ——Far from it. 'Tis 
rank prejudice under the cover of that 
amiable name, and a prejudice, which if 
it was fuffer'd to prevail in all cafes, 
would render it impoffible for men to 
form a right judgment of things, and 
leave no way, by which to diftinguifh 
between true and falfe religions : Fot 
at this rate, there is nothing fo extrava* 
gant but may be charged upon the 
and moft unexceptionable icheme in the 
world, as eafily as upon the worft ; and 
it will not be in the power of God to 
make a revelation to his intelligent crea* 
tures, that may not be rcjeilcd, tho' it 
be ever fo excellent in itfelf, and brings ' 
with it the bigbeft and noMeft creden- 
tials. 

Again, when men, upon a rational 
and free enquiry, have found fome of the 
principles in which they were educated, 
and in whofe favour they had been a 
long time prepoifefled, to be felfe ; inftead 

of 
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Serm. of refting here, they draw this moft un- 
VI. juft and unnatural inference, that the 

^■^^^^^ whole of reFigion is deceit and impofture. 
Becaufe they are convinced that fame 
^oSlrineSy which they had formerly an 
high opinion of, are abfurd and irratio- 
nal, therefore all revelation muft be dif- 
graced - and vilified : And if they have 
any inftances of the corruptions of Friefis^ 
and of their defign to enflave mankind, 
in order to advance their fecular domi- 
nion, and ferve their ambition, and world- 
ly intereft by the ignorance and credulity 
of the common people, tho' at the ex- 
pence of the eternal and immutable obli- 
gations of morality and virtue, (of which, 
to xht reproach of our holy religion, ex- 
amples have been but too fi-equent) pre- 
fently Chriftianity itfelf is nothing but 
Prieji^craft ; the invention of dejigning 
men to keep the world in awe^ and by 
an artfiil management of their conlcien- 
ces, to pick their pocket Sy^A plunder their 
eftates. Thus they rufli at once to a con- 
clufion without having any premifes that 
will fupport it ; and draw confequences 
from things that have no relation to, or 
2 connec^ 
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conneSHon with each other. 5 jmdyet, oIISerm; 
this while, fet up for chfe reafoners, and VI* 
free enquirers ! — r—— Never, fiirely, was ^"'^^^ 
the name of rational liberty fo grofsly a- 
bufed ! For fuch a condud: as this, this 
way of believing upon no foundation - at 
all, and concluding that becaufe one thing 
is felfe, another, which is abfolutely di^ 
a^mOf from it, is fo likewife, argues a 
very Jhallow judgment, ^esX confujion of 
thought, and ftrong prejudice. 

Another ahufe of the principle of li- 
berty is this, that .fome men feem to 
think, that becaufe they have a right 
to rejedt all pretended principles of re- 
ligion, which are contrary to reafon, to 
the perfeftioris of the fupreme being, 
and the eternal laws of piety and vir- 
tue, they may likewife, throw off the 
belief of every thing that th^ can't ful- 
ly account for j and are no more obliged, 
for example, to believe a providence, 
becaufe the vifible courfe of things is per- 
plexed and intricate, full of diforder and 
fceming injuftice, and not fuch, as they 

ima- 
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Serm. imagine it would be, if the unirerfe 
VI. was governed by an abfolutely wife and 

^^■^^'^^good being; than they are to receive 
ilich dodtrines as aflert that God is a x\- 
gorous, fevcre and inexorable fovereign, 
one that delights in the niifery of his 
creatures, Qc. and dcftroy the nece^- 
ry and unalterable diftin<aiofi between 
moral good and evil. This, I lay, ii 
anotho* too common abufe of the princi- 
ple of liberty, leading to a difbelief even 
of the firft principles of natural religion j 
an abufe that argues great narrownefs of 
mind, and is what peribns of any com-- 
pafs ^vA freedom of thought can't be guil- 
tyof. 

They are only little underJiaruBngs that 
are inclined to be propiane and atbeif- 
tical, from theif ign<M:ancc of particular 
events in Ae courfe of providence ; whilft 
thofe of a more rejfbted ge$tius^ and the 
niceft obferoatiofiy always abound in fuch 
fcfleftions as thefe. We can't dc- 
" fcribe the thoufandth part of the beau- 
" ty, and much lefe of the ufcfulneffi, 
^ of the minuteft work of the great Cre- 

ator. 
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" ator, and ihall we pretend to arraign Serm* 
" and cenfure the whole caurfe of his 
" providential government? As fer p^^^^ 
" we underfiand oi nature^ alj tl^e parts 
" of it appear to be contrived and form- 
" ed to the utmoft advantige j, every 
" thing has it« proper ufe, and nothing 
is liiperfluous or defedliye; And as 
fitr as we undirfiand of pr^idence^ all 
" its operations arc in admirable wif- 
" dom, and with the mpft kind and be* 
nevolent defign. And is not this a 
" reafonable prefumption, thfft Vfhat ap*- 
pears confuted and intrimle to us is 
" perfedtly harmonious and beautifijl, 
wife, juft and good ? This is certain- 
" lythe moik natural cenclif/ion w^can 
make> if we confider the nfti*ow com- 
" pafs of the human undeffta«ding, and 
" the Jcantinefs of its moft extended 
" knowledge 5 that we can't compre- 
hend the whl^ fcheme of God's go* 
" vernmcntj and, confequently, mayea^ 
" fily err in judging of partieular pro- 
" vidences ; and that there muft, of nc- 
ceflity, be fotne things, in the tranf- 
I actions 
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SfiRM. ^ anions of an infimfe mind^ unfathom- 
VI. able by fmfe reafon/' Thcfe will be 

^^y^ the refledtidns of a judicious enquirer^ 
who has any knowledge of himfelfy and 
of nature. And all fuch, on the other 
hand, are but vain pretenders to rational 
freedom, who prefumc to meafure dtt 
things by the ftandard of their imperfe<9: 
reafon, aiSd will admit nothing to be 
trae, if they can't folve every difficulty 
that attends it ; not even that God go- 
vems the world, if he does it in a way 
above conceptions ^ i. e. in other 

wotds, in a way^ in which ignorant and 
fiiUible men could not, themfehes^ direct 
and manage the affairs of it. Such per- 
fons, I fay, are but vain pretenders to 
free enquiry, which neceflarily fuppofes, 
as the foundation of it, a modeji temper 
of mind, coirfcious of its own weak- 
liefs and imperfeftion ; and as it prompts 
us to examine all things, that are within 
the fpbere of our knowledge, with care 
and impartiality, to rejedt as falfe what- 
ever is contrary to plain and certain prin- 
ci|}les of reafon, and ^brace nothing as 

trae, 
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true, but opon proper ^idencei fo itSERM^ 
always reftrains from paffing a judgmenti VL 
or determining cooGcrning the truth or 
&Uhood of things, about which we have 
m ideas ^ and which are be]rond the reach 
of our pre&nt faculties. For all judg-* 
ments and decifions of this kind, which 
are abwe our underftandings, and confe* 
quently can have no rational foundation 
to fupport them, are not only the heighth 
of entbifiajm^ but the utmoft pitch of 
vanity and arrogance. 

Smne, again, feem to miftake liberty 
fi>r a right to difpute every things and 
cavil at all religious principlesi which are 
conmionly received, m'erely to (hew that 
they are free-thinkers. The great delight 
of thefe people, who are often to be 
met with, is to puzzle a controveriy, and 
ftart objeAions againft fome point or o- 
ther of revealed religion ; not from a 
defire of having them conJiJered znd foh-- 
ed ; but, either to (hew their parts^ or 
for the £ike of embarraffing and di^ 
ftrcfling weak minds, who having, per- 
haps, neither capacity, nor leifure for 

Vot.L K clofc 
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Serm. clofe thinking, can't fee dirc«lgh the fi>- 
VL phiftry of their pretended arguments: 

""^^^"^ Soch perfons arc, generally Ipeaking, the 
&rtheft that can be from freedom and 
largenefs of mind : For either they wfll 
not ftay to hear their objections confute 
ed, which is the leaft that can be ex- 
pe£fced fi'om a candid and ingenuous fph- 
rit ; or, if they are grayclled and con- 
founded, make a ibifr to foi^et it ibon, 
and . repeat the faoae empty cavils over 
again, to the next company they meet, 
with as much unconcernedneis and af- 
flurajice as if they had never revived any 
anfwer to them. Whether thefe men 
are, really in fentiment againft religion, 
qr vsrhether they difpute CHily for their 
dherjion^ or from a /^iifcifn;^ humour, or 
^n odd afFedation of an uncommon fpi- 
lit of liberty ,^ \ will not take upon me 
Xf? determine. However this be, they 
can't take it amife if they are ranked oa 
the fide of infidelity^ becaufe they are al- 
ways talking againft religion, but never 
defending it. 

Indeed 
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Indeed every one has an undoubted S£rm« 
right to debate, in his mind, upon all 
principles before he receives them, wrhe-^"^^ 
ther they are true or faUe \ and no wife 
man will take up any opinion impJicitly^ 
how powerfully foever it may be recom- 
mended by great names^ and worldly ad^ 
vantages. But difputing only for the 
iake of cavilling is not an boneji and inge^ 
nuous frame of mind, but humour^ pride 
and Angularity. And, yet, every one that 
knows the world muft fee, that this prac* * 
tice very much abounds, efpccially a- 
mongft thofe, who, for want erf" judgment, 
have carried their free-thinking to fuch 
an unreafonable height, as, becaufe they 
have found fome notions, which they 
once thought parts of Chriflianity, - to be 
falie, to believe that there is no principle 
in it true* 

Let me add^ that when men are be^ 
come dius loofe in their regards to reveal'd 
religion, their vanity may put them upon 
ftriking out new fcbemes^ in order to ren- 
der themiel ves conjiderable. 

iC 2 There 
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Sbrm. There is a ftrong itch in mankind 
VI. zhtv fame^ cfpccially to be thought cmi- 

^"^~^nent for qualities that are highly efieemed^ 
as arguments of a great and generous 
mind : And this may eafily be fuppofed 
to be the Ipring of fome mens oppofi- 
tion to the principles of revelation, be- 
caufc they are ever full of it ; and foUci^ 
' tous only to urge difficulties, and not at 
all to offer what may be faid in its vin- 
. dication. They think, perhaps, by this 
means, to pafs for perfons whole un- 
derftandings are enlarged from vulgar 
prejudices, and who, in their purfuits 
after knowledge, are under no biafs ; 
not influenced by cuilom, human au* 
thority, eftablifhcd and popular opinions, 
nor by any confidcration but the abfbadt 
Teafon and truth of things. And when 
they have raifed plaulible objcdtions, 
and urged them for fome time, tho' at 
lirft, perhaps, they had no defign to 
hurt Chriftianity by them, yet their 
thoughts being continually turned againft 
it, and .never Employed in its defence, 
they may come at lafl to think that their 
^ " objeftions 
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otgcdlions have fome weight; and bySfiRM. 
degrees, to imagine that they arc more VI. 
and more important; and in the end^^^'^ 
that they arc of fufEcient ftrength to 
overthrow the Chriftian religion, and 

prove it an impofture, And thus 

what was, atfirft, only -u^m/y, may, by 
degrees, be confirmed and /ettled injide^ 

lity. And, to forward this melan* 

choly efFedt, fevcral other circumfknces 
may concur^ The oppofition fuch perfons 
frequently meet with will make them 
more eager in oppofing, more tenacious 
of what they have advanced, and in- 
clined to maintain it : It will put them 
upon Jirengtbening their objeilions as much 
as po^ble ; upon finding out new fahas 
to remove the difficulties that lie in 
their way; and mpr? fubtle ^w/r^^and 
itvafionSj whereby to render the pofitive 
evidences of the truth of Chriftianity 
weak and mconclufivc.— — 7- Till what 
they aflerted and urged, for a long 
time, only for cavilfing fake, &r fi^om 
the fpirit ' of contradtSHon that is too 
natural to eager difputants^ they think 
K 3 them- 
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Serm, thcmfelves obliged in honour to fbnd by, 
VL as their own genuine fentiments. 

^"^^"^^ I fhall conclude this head with ob- 
fcrving, that there are many who pro- 
fefs a great value and ^eal for free and 
impartial enquiry into religious opinions, 
and perhape know fomcthing, m general^ 
of the reafonablcnefs and erccUency of 
it, and yet have but a confufcd notion of 
the principle itfelf^ and underftand Tery 
little either of its true nature^ or extent j 
und others, who admire it merely bc- 
caufc 'tis cfpoufed by thofc, whom they 
cftecm as the more ingenious and fenjibk 
part of mankind. Both thcfe, therefore, 
are likely to follow, implicitly^ ftich 
whom they regard as the greateft 
patrons and defenders of liberty ; And, 
confequently, if in the cirde of their ac- 
quaintance, it happens to be the charac-* 
ter of an enlarged and generous fpirit, 
not only to take nothing upon truH, 
but to queftion and difpute the truth of 
every thing that is generally looked up* 
on as a facred principle of religion ; 
th^jT are in danger of mi<bking Scepti- 
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ctjm and {mil]iing for rational and im-SBRM.* 
partial frecdoni of thdoght. For ha- VI/ 
ving no fixed fentiments of their own^ v^v^ 
rfiere is no way left them but to follow 
the example of the moft notei free^tbink^ 
ers^ to brieve juft as much ad they do, 
and no morei-^*- — and this, whether it 

be any things or nothing ^ is liberty. ^ 

Thus may liberty be made to ftand for. 

^gotry and implicit faith i -an im- 

jpartial Mamination into the^ nature 
and evidences of religioii may fignify 

having n0 riUgion at all j and menf 

may affiime the charader of being open 
to iconvidion, and free honeft fearchers 
after truth, who are indolent and maki 
no en^wry. 

2. Another abufe of the principle of 
liberty is this, that it has led many^ 
who have not proceeded fo far as a 
iofwnright disbelief of all religion, lo 
pay no regard, or at moft, but a flight 
and trifling regard, to infirumental and 
pofitive duties. Impartial enqukersy into 
things have difcovcred the folly and 
miichievbiis coniequences of Jttperjiition^ 
K 4 and 
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Serm. and entbufiafmi^ that readings bearings 
prayings &c, can anfwcr no valuable 
^"^"^^^ purpofcs, farther thfin as they influence 
ijicn to govern their pafSons, and be-- 
have with jufticc and univerial bene- 
volence to their fellow creatures; and 
that placing the whole of religion in 
inward impulfes, a warm zn^ lively ima^ 
gination^ and beats and raptures of dew^ 
tiotty hjisbeen of vaft diflervice to the 
caufe of folid, and ufefiil virtue. And, 
undoubtedly, fo far our rational and free 
enquiries have been of great .ufe to us» 
by teaching us wherein the fubftance of 
true religipn confifts, and guarding againft 
4angcrpus qrors. 

But from hence it has beei). inferred, 
that the inftrumetital duties of piety are 
pot only unnecejaryy but burtfuh, and 
that, an inward veneration and efteem 
of the Deity, improved by frequent and 
ferious niedit^tion, is fufficient, without 
any outw^d plated a<fts of worfliip, and 
all that is fit for us to perform, or our 
Maker to expcdl — But how does this 
fpljow ?-^- Is it a juft conchilion, that 

becaufe 
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becaufe fupefftition ztA entbujiafm areSsRM. 
miichievoas things; therefore a rationdl VL 
devotion, that is allowed to have no'**"^^ 
goodneis in it but as 'tis fubfervient to 
moral purpofes, can't be helpfiil to^ us 
in the purfuit of virtue? By no means. 
There is not the leaft cohur of rea- 
fon in it,' can there be a more 
forced and unnatural inference : For Jia^ 
ted and folemn addrefles fo God have 
a dire<fl: tendency to fix, in our minds, 
an habitual reverence of his perfedtions, 
a ftrong fenfe of our neceflary depen* 
dance upon him, and continual obliga^ 
tions to him* And thefe ends are likely 
to be more efFcdkually ferved by our 
making immediate applications to the fu^ 
preme beit^^ (in which we have the 
awe of his omnifcience a witncfs to our 
moft fecret thoughts, and of his almigh* 
ty po^er that can dreadfully punifh dif- 
Emulation and faUhobd, to reftrain us 
from carekflhefc aod levity) than by our 
hofe^ ocfofi^wily and curfory refletSlions. 
There is, moreover, this undeniable ad- 
vaptage ariling from public and Jocial 

worfliip, 

I 
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Serm. wolrfliip, that it prcfervcs in the world 
VI. a general fenfe of a Deity, and a po- 
^•'^"^^'^ridencc, and of the grand obligations oiF 
religion. 

Again, our reafon, upon an impartial 
enquiry into the rtature oi things, wilf 
inforto us, that moral duties are inlkikely 
prefcraWc to thofe of a fofitive and ri- 
tual nature 5 becaufe the forma' are cA 
fentially good, and of eternal immutable 
authority in dl ages, and under cwry 
dipenfation of religion ; whereas the lat- 
ter are required with this view, that thej^. 
may fubfervient to thefe, and, tonfc- 
qucntly, are only fo far valuable, as they 
anfwcr' this their ultimate end ; and may 
be changed and varied as cifcumftancei 
alter, and according to the particular ge^ 
nius and neceffities of different ages and 
nations. 

But can it. be concluded frcwn hctoCe» 
which feems to be the -too prevailing 
humcnif of this free, kiquifitlvt age, th^ 
^d^^/w duties deferve no rcigard fromr us ? 

- Are they to be entfrel]^ neglefted, 

becaufe moral f)recepts are of ftf^ior ck>^ 
» 1 ligation^ 
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ligation, and fupenor excellence? ToSerm. 
fay this, is, in effect, to aflert.that one VI. 
thing can't be go(rd becaufe another \%^^~^ 
better; and becaufe that other is more 
ufeftil^ this can be of no ferdice at all: 
in trudi, bcfides that 'tis an eternal rule 
of right, that God fhould be obey'd in 
every difcovery of his will, whether it 
relates to things of a pojitive^ or moral 
nature; befides this, I lay, t!tie fojttve 
duties of our hc^y religion have a natu- 
ral aptitude to ftrengthen and enforce 
moral obligations, and for that realbn, 
ot%htto be highly Valued bj' risi So 
that the notion o( the ^/^/^^ i;a!^;i^ 
Cimcy of inftrumental and inlfetuted re- 
ligion is as much an extreme, as the 
making the chief part of virtue and true 
goodnefs to confift in it ; and bo|;h pro- 
ceed, in a great meafure, froifn t!lSic l^m^ 
principle, viz. a flight judgment^ anci 
pperficid engmryl And ill effeBs-^f 
this notion are too vifible. For thofe 
who have neglecfled all external religion, 
have been fo far from improving, a§ 
li%ht fc^oifljsly'be tli^m&t iS^Y 

profc6 
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Serm. profefs to have nodiing elfe to mind^ 
VI. that, except in a fpw inftances, theyra- 

^■^^^^^ ther decline, in their ze^l for the pradicc 
of that moral virtue, which they arc fo 
forward to m^ignify to the. utter difpa-- 
ragement of every thing elfe ; they have, 
I fay, rather declined in their zeal for 
the praflice even of moral virtue, in pro- 
portion as they have grown cold and rc- 
mife with refpeft to tlw folemn nvorfiip of 
their maker, and the. inftrumental duties 
of piety. 

T^dly. Freedom of thought, and im- 
partial, enquiry into, the principks pf re- 
ligion, hs^ve been abufed and perverted^ 
in the prefcnt age, by degenerating into 
^ A^^^ t^ifi^m frame of mind, and a 
a humour of treating facred things with 
ridicule. With people who . afFe£t this 
way, liberty is nothing elfe but a free^ 
hold n>anner of treating all fvibjedts hdi- 
(roujly^ sind turning themi into a jeft. 
They have a gre^t ijupUnation to Ihew 
their wit^ efpecialljj upon points that 
afford the leajt^ room., for it ; for , this 
difcoyers an genius : .And, 

thete- 
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therefore, beeaufe religion is the gravefi Se r m. 
thing in the world, they refolve to be VI. 
merry with it ; and think it a moft m^-^*^*^ 
ritorious adion to laugh at what the ge- 
nerality of the world efteem and reve- 
rence, and endeavonr to put all the wife 
and virtuous part of mankind out of coun- 
tenance. But fuch empty trifiers ought 
to know, that there can be no true wit 
which has not reajbn for the foundation 
of it 5 that ridiculing what is in itfclf 
good^ ufefiil and venerable^ fixes a certain 
reproach upon him that attempts it, ei- 
ther upon his underjianding or his morals 
that jefting with things of the higheft 
confequence is folly and madnefs^ that 
'tis 2Si eafy matter by mifreprefenting^ to 
make any thing appear ridiculous ^ and 
conlequently, diat this talent is fo far 
from being a dcmonftration that the per- 
fon who poflefles it is a nvit^ as 'tis from 
being an evidence of bis good breedings 
that, in violation of all the rules of de- 
cency^ he banters and treats with fcurri^ 
tity the eftablifhed religion of his coun- 
try and that which all around him have 

a high 
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Serm. a high value for. But I haden to a 
VI., conclufion. 

^"^^^^ From what has been faki we learn, 
that there are no things in themielvef 
fo excellent, but what are capable of 
being ahui^d ; and be their natural con* 
fequenccs ever fo friendly and beneficial 
to mankind, may be made to firoduce 
the naoft mifchievous effedts. This pof* 
fibility of the corruption of what 1$ moft 
wife and good neceflarily refults from 
the principle of liberty which God hath 
planted in human nature, which, at the 
fame time, that it fuppofes, that 'tis in 
a man's power to improve his Acuities, 
and the advantages he enjoys, muft fup- 
pofe, that 'tis in his power, likewife, 
lb to darken his judgment by wilful ne^ 
gligencey and want of confideration^ and 
giving an unbounded fcope to fenfual and 
irregular paifions, as to confound the 
very plain and unalterable difrindtion that 
there is, in the nature of things, be-* 
tween truth and faKhood, and between 
moral good and evil. And as this great 
and melancholy abufe is no jufl; objec- 
tion 
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tkA to the wfdom and goodnejs of theSsRM* 
Qrcator, fo nckhcr is it any argument VI. 
againft the excellency and uf^uJneJs of^ ^ 
^ things themfelves ; any more than 
'tis an argument againft the necejfary fup^ 
forts of life, that they are frequently a- 
bofed to exceis and intemperance ; or 
^^ainft renfon itftlf^ that 'tis fomi^mes 
employed to undermine the foundations 
of religion and virtue, to give £dfe and 
pkuiibie colours to vice and immorali-* 
ty, and in contriving iuch fchemes of 
H^uftice, fraud, and tyranny, as are fub* 
Ycrfive of the peace and happine& of 
the world. Indeed, ftridlly Ipeaking, 
perverting the nature of things, in every 
infrance, is nothing elfe but an abufe of 
reajbn ; and therefore, if it concludes 
any thing, it mufr be againfr that m-* 
6le faculty^ which is our chief dignity, 
and only iuperiority to the animal crea- 
tion. And we are to ccmfider farther, 
that the real nature of things is not, in 
the leafr, altered by our erroneous fenti* 
aien^ or irregular behaviour ^ and that, 
if we would form a right judgment in 

any 
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Serm. any cafe^ we maft carefully^ diftii^qiih^ 
VI. between the natural tendency .of prin- 

^•^^^^ciple and the evils it may occajionalfy 
produce, through the igncHunce^ prc^- 
dice, and wilfiil perveriene& of man- 
kind. 

Thus, for inftance, 'tis generally aU. 
lowed, that religion is not, in itfelf, e«, 
ver the lels amiable oc ufeful^ for having 
been to hoiribly corrupted and deform- 
ed, as to make it queftionable, whe- 
ther under ibnie of the worft depravati^ 
$m of it, it has not been quite as bad as 
no religion at all. The matter of fadt is 
unconteftable. It has been , placed in 
faith and outward, prof e/pon^ in idie^ ri^ 
diculous ceremonies, abfurd and unintetti^ 
gible dodrines, in a Jlavijh fubmijjion to 
the dictates of cunning and defigning 
men, and even in fuch ^ blind ^ raging, 
and injurious zeal, as has prompted bi-. 
gots and enthufiafts, of all parties, to vio- 
late the great laws of juftice and chari- 
ty, which are of eternal and ncccffary 
pbligation. Thus, inftead of being re- 
prefcnted as a reafonable fervice^ it, has. 

been 
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been taught, in effect, that i^e muftSERM, 
become brutes^ and renounce our under-^ VI. 
ftandings^ in order to be religious; and^'^'^^ 
that we muft throw off humanity, all 
regard to the immutable difierenccs of 
things, and the moral perfedlions of our 
maker, in order to ferve him accept 
tably. 

In like manner, tho' the cxercife of 
free enquiry in matters of religion has 
been grofsly and fhamefully abufed, we 
ought not, upon this account, to enter- 
tain the ^mrfe opinion of the principle it- 
felf, becaufe it is, indeed, the chief glo- 
ry of our nature, and the very end for 
which we were endued with reafon. For 
if the great Creator had defigned that we 
fliould fiibmit implkitly to eftabliftied o- 
pinions, without examining and judging 
for ourfelves, realbn muft not only be 
impertinent and ufelefs^ but an abfurdity 
and a contradiSion ; fince if we make 
ufe of this faculty, and follow its 
moft plain and natural directions, we 
can't fuffer ourfelves to be thus impof^ 
ed on. Again, freedom of thought, and 

Vol. L L an 
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Serm. an honeft impartial examin^on into 
VI. the nature and evidence of religious prin- 

^-^■^^ciples, is abfolutely effential to a rational 
faith : For there can no more be true 
faith without evidence^ than there can 
without ideas 5 or in other words, men 
deferve no more to be commended for 
believing an intelligible propofition they 
know not Wi&y, than they do for believing 
what they know nothing at all of; 
from whence it follows, that this liber- 
ty of judging for themfelves is one of 
the moft facred and unalienable righfe 
of mankind. To this we may add, 
that the exercife of it, in the utmojl la^ 
titude of rational enquiry, without any 
corrupt prejudice to biais and mifle^d 
the underflanding, any undue reverence 
of human authority, or attachment to 
party ichemes, and indeed being influ- 
enced by nothing but plain rrafon and 
fcripture, is the only way in which truth 
can revive ; whereas without it, men 
muft necefj'arily continue in their errors 
and "Dices^ and there will not be fo much 
as a pojjibility of a reformation. *Ac- 

cwdingly. 
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cordingly, in proportion as it lias pre-SERM* 
vaird, it has been <if vaft fervicc to the VI. 
caufe of Chriftianity, by reprefenting its^^^'^'^ 
doftrincs in a more conjiftent view, and 
eftabliftiing its authority upon die firongefi 
and moft unexceptimaUe evidence. And 
withal 'tis a principle the moft honourable 
dmt can be to our holy religion, defcrib- 
i»g it as recommending to men, with an 
opennefs and franknefs peculiar to trutb^ 
the ufe and improvement of their ratio- 
nal feculties ; and not only inviting tOy 
but encouraging the utnioft freedom of 
debate ; becaufe, it has a good foundati- 
on to fupport it, it can ftand the teft of 
fiber and impartial rcafon, and receive no 
real injury by all the fkill and fophiftry 
of its oppofers. But what a difagreeable 
and unworthy notion does it give of Chri- 
ftianity, to rcprcfeat it as raifing its tri- 
umphs upon the ruim qI£ our rational na- 
ture, and plackjg the fuhftance of religion 
in entbufiafm and implidi faith j and, con- 
fequently, as fetting itfelf upon a level 
with impojlures and falfe religionSy which 
will not bear the light, and therefore al- 
L 2 ways 
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SERM.ways (belter themfelves under the covert 
VI. of ignoratnce and darknefs. 

^"■^^V*^ Since then this principle is the fu^ 
preme prerogative of our intelligent be- 
ing, elTential to all rj//^;ij/ religion, and, 
in a peculiar manner, honourable and ad- 
vantageous to the Cbrijlian ; let us, not- 
withftanding accidental abufes (to which 
the beft things are liable) conftantly aflert 
and vindicate it. And let us be fure 
ever to remember, that tho' we are call^ 
ed to liberty^ both thefe rules have the, 
fame foundation in reajbn^ and are of e- 
qual authority in the Cbrijlian revelation^ 
Stand faft in the liberty wherewith Chriji 
hath made you free j but ufe not your //- 
berty for an occafion to the fejh. 




SER. 



Digitized by Google 



SERMON VII. 

Of Myfteries. 



Deuter. xxk. 29. 

Tfje fecret things belong unto the 
Lard our God ; but thofe things 
'which are reveaTd belong unto 
»/, and to our children for ever, 
that toe may do all the words of 
this law. 

N the beginning of this chap-SsRM. 
ter, Mofes exhorts the Ifrae^ VII. 
Utes to be faithftil to God.'^V^ 
and conftant in their obedi- 
enqe to his law, as the way to engage 
L 3 the 
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Serm. the protedlion of providence, and make 
VII. them a profperqus and flourifliing peo- 

^"^^ pie. He, afterwards, denounces very fe- 
vere judgments againft them, if they 
revolted from the fervice of the true 
God, and imitated the corruption and 
wickednefs of idolatrous nations ; judg- 
ments in vsrhich the divine power and 
vengeance would be remarkably vilible ; 
lb exemplary and terrible^ that all nations 
Ihould enquire into the Caufe of them, 
^ and fay^ Wherefore hath the Lord done 
^' thus unto this land^ what meaneth the 
of this great anger ? To which it 
might be anfwered, that the reafon why 
they were punifhed in fo Jignal a man- 
fier Was, diat their iniquities were ex- 
ceedingly aggravated ; that they had 
finned againft a clear revelation of the 
will of God, and renounced their alle- 
giance and duty to him, notwithftand- 
ing they were favoured with extraordi- 
nary and peculiar privileges : They have 
forfaken the covenant of the L 0\R D 
God of their Jathers, uihich he made with 
them when he brought them forth out of 
, ' - ^ ' -H^e 
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the land of Egypt. For they went andS^Ryi. 
firved other Gods, and worjhi^ed them ; VJI. 
Gods whom they knew not. ^ And the anger ^•^^"^''^ 
of the LORD was kindled againji this 
land, to bring upon it all the curfes that 
are written in this hook. And the Lord 
rooted them , qui of their land in anger, 
and in wrath, and in great indignation, 
and cdfi them into another land, as it is 
this day. But becaufe it might be afk'd Ver. 15.- 
farther, why he interpos'd to bring fuoh 
grievous calamity and deftruftion upon 
them while he fpared other very corrupt, 
idolatrous, and wicked nations, 'tis ad- 
ded in the words of the text,^at we arc 
not able, in innumerable cafes, to fix 
the precife reafons of the divine gondudl, 
and therefore fliould not perplex and be^ 
wilder ourfelves with fi'uitlefs enquiries 
of this kind ; T'he fecrei things belong 
unto the LORD our God, &c. 

A very learned commentator fuppofes, ^ 
that there might be another queftionckrc. 
ftarted (befides that mentioned in the 
24th verfe) of which we have no par- 
ticular account, viz. Whether the Ifrae^ 
lites would ever, in fadt, become thus 

L 4 dege- 
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Serm. degenerate, and bring themfelvcs; by 
VII. their guilt, into fuch deplorable and 

^■^^"^^ dreadful circumftances ; and that Mofes^ 
in the text, checks this idle inc^utfithe 
humour, which makes men anxious a- 
bout futurity, and tp be acquainted with 
events that don't concern them. But 
thefe things are not of much importance ; 
for if we fhould not be able to fix to what 
it immediately refers, the text has, in 
general, an eafy and obvious fenfe, and 
naturally fuggefts feveral ufeful things to 
be the fubjedt of the enfuing difcourfe. 
As, 

I, That *tis a W» and foolijh curio-* 
Jity to enquire into things that we 
can't comprehend, and with refped 
to which we have no light to dired 
us, either from reafon or revela- 
tion. 

II. That there are, properly (peaking, 
no myfteries in religion. T'he fecret 
things belong unto the LORD our 
God^ and only things reveal' d^ things 
that are plain and intelligible, be-^ 
long tQ us. 

III. That 
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IIL That the great end of revelation Serm. 

is praSfice^ the pridtice of folid and VIL 

lubftantial virtue ; that we may 

the words of this law. From whence 

it neceflarily follows, 
IV. That no dodfaincs, which^ in the 

leaft, encour^e immorality^ can be 

parts of a divine revelation. And 

in the 

Fifth and laft place, that the importance 
of the feveral dodrines of revelation 
is to be judged of by this rule, viz. 
their tendency to promote andefta- 
blifh a becoming regard to purity 
and true goodnefs. 

I. 'Tis a vain and foolijh curiofity to 
enquire into things that we can't com- 
prehend, and with refpedt to which we 
have no light to diredt us, either from 
reafon, or revelation. Of this kind are 
the fecret counfels and decrees of God, 
and future events in which we have no 
manner of concern. There are many 
truths that are neceflarily hid from us, 
and vsrrapp'd up in clofe impenetrable 
darknefs. Such is the narrownefs and 

limitation 
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Sbrm. limitation of our pcdent £iculties, that 
VII. we are ignorant of the exxi and ufes of 

^■^^^innumcraUe. things in the conjlitution of 
nature ; and particular events in the con^ 
duSl of providence confound and puzzle 
us, becaufe we have but very kxke and 
imper&d conceptions of its vcrhole deiign. 
And yet pride of man would grafp at 
everything. It fets itfclf to judge, or ra- 
ther to make childifh and groundiefs con^ 
jeSures where it knows nothing ; takes 
it amUs that the Allrwife Oeator has not 
condefcended to reveal to it all \n\fecretsi 
and can't perfuadc itfelf to ufe and im- 
prove the knowledge it has, for the un- 
eafinefs it feels, and its impatient and 
eager delirc after what it has not. Such 
a temper as this ia very perwrfe and un- 
reafonable. For 'tis certainly the true wif-^ 
dm of mankind ( as there are bounds 
^ to the human underiknding, beyond 
"^rjuch it cannot pais) to purfue thofe 
truths which are within the reach of 
their faculties, and digeft and cultivate 
thdt uf^ul knowledge which is of the 
high^ importance tb them ; and to be 
thaokfid that their rational powers are of 

fo 
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fo large a compafs and ^ent ; and moftSERM. 
unaccountable folly to delight to grope in VII, 
the dark; to leave the plain dictates of ^"^^^^^ 
reafon,- and follow the wild rovings of 
imagination and fancy ; to attempt to 
argue where they have no principles to 
proceed upon, and unravel inexplicable 
myfteries 5 and to repine at not being om- 
nifcient, or able to comprehend all the 
defigns of an infinite mind. * 

Our blefled Saviour difcourag'd this 
idle, trifling curiofity upon all occalions, 
and very wifely; becaufe it naturally 
leads to fcepticifm and cavillings and 
diverts the mind from a purfuit of folid 
wifdom, to amujing and ufelefs fpecula- 
tions. Thus when one (who was only 
concerned in the folutlon of that grand 
queftion, what HE ihould do to befav^d) 
came and enquired of him, Lordy are there 
few that he fav'd? inftead of giving a 
diredt anfwer, which would have hu- 
moured this fpirrt of impertinence^ he 
inftruflred the multitude what was their 
proper bulincfs, and moft important in- 
tereft : Strive to enter in at the Jiraitj^j^^ 
gate, for many will feek to enter in, and^l» *4- 

Jhall 
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Serm. Jhall not be able. Other inftanccs might be 
VII. alledged to the 'fame purpofC) but this 

^■"^^^is fiifficicnt to fhow, that, in the judg- 
ment of this divine teacher, fuch en- 
quiries were vain and unprofitable, and 
argued a light unfiedJy temper y and a mind 
intent upon trifieSy inftead of being de- 
iirous of that ufefui knowledge which is 
fuited to its faculties, and has an imme- 
diate Influence upon its happinefs. Let 
it therefore be our chief care to make a 
right improvement of what we do know 
of the plain diredlions of ouf reafon, and 
the extraordinary light that is afforded us 
by divine revelation 5 and let us not a- 
ipire after things out of our reach, and fo - 
ncgleft the fubflance, and hunt after fha- 
dows. Let us upon the evidences we have, 
which are very numerous and uncon- 
teflable, and of the utmofl force with 
every confiderate mind j let us, I fay, upon 
the evidences we have of the unerring 
wifdom, inflexible juflice, and mofl per- 
fect goodnefs of the great Author and 
Governor of the univerfe, acquieice, with- 
out murmuring, in all his difpofals, and 
entertain an honourable opinion of all the 

methods 
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methods of his providence : In this ourS£RM. 
reafon will ajfift us ; fo far the inference VIL 
is eafy and natural. But in attempting '^'^^^ 
to account for every thing, and trace out 
the whole fcheme of God's providential 
operations^ we aiTume a taik that is &r 
above oxxv capacities^ and difquiet ourfclvcs 
in vain. We may imagine^ and guefs^ and 
indulge a thouiand little groundlefs fancies^ 
but (hall find it impracticable, innumber^ 
lefs cafes, to form jiifi and certain con- 
cluiions. 

The 2d obfcrvation firom the text is, 
that there are, properly fpeaking, no my-- 
Jleries in religion, 7he fecrety \. c. the 
myfterious things ^ belong the LORD 
our God ; and only things reveal* d^ things 
that are plain and intelligible, belong to us. 
A myfieryy in the faipture fenfe of it, is 
a thing that natural reafon could not dif^ 
cover, and, coniibquently, which muft 
have been unknown, if God had not re- 
veal'd it : And of this kind, I own, there 
are feveral doArines in the Chriftian reli- 
gion; before the revelation was given 
they were myfteries \ but ceafe to be my- 
fterics now they are revcal'd. According- 



Digitized by Google 



i68 OfMyJleries. 

Serm. ly Chrift fays to his difciples, that unto 
VII. them it was ghen to know the myftery 
J£^>^^ the kingdom of God. Again, St. Paul 
« I • . (peaks of the revelation of the myftery 
Rom. ^^'^j^i^jy ^^ff jif^ct the world be- 

I Cor.xv.^^. ^j^d ^ the Corinthians, Behold I 
fhtv(r you a mytjkry. AH which paflkges evi- 
dently imply, Aat how dark foever thefe 
things were befwc, they are now plain 
and intelKgiblc, how elfe could they be 
Jhewn, revealed and inown? And this 
will appear more undeniably, if we con- 
fider the things themfelvcs. For what 
can be more clear than the two myfieries 
St. Paul ^eaks of, viz. preaching the 
gefpel to the Gentiles ; and diis propofi- 
tion. We jhall not alt Jleep, or die, but 
we Jhall ally i. e. thofe who are found 
alive at the coming of Chrift, be changed. 
They could not have been known if they 
had not been reveal'd, and, confequenriy, 
before that time were proper my/lersesy 
but, in themfelves, are plain truths a- 
dapted to all underflandings, and have 
not the leaft ohfcurity or intricacy in them. 
The fame may be faid of the parable of 
the fewer y which our Saviour refers to ; 
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it was a myfitry of the kingdom of G^^SfiftMr. 
while it was concealed and hid under a VII. 
dark parable ; but aft* wards fo dear, that ^^^'^^^^ 
no man of common refle^on could find 
any difficulty in it. 

Now from this aocottnt ^tis moft cer- 
tain, that myfteriis^ i. e; things which rea- 
fon cannot difcover, and which not 
reveal'd, are, in the language of the text, 
the fecret things that behng to God^ and 
wh^ we have nothing at all to do with ; 
or, in other words, tho' certain things are 
parts of our religion that were myfteries, 
'ds not our duty to believe or pradife any 
diing that is Jiill a myftery. To believe 
dodhines that are fiill myfterious is to be^ 
lieve without ideitSy to believe what we 
know nothing of $ but this, in the natum 
of the thing, is impoffibk. We may, in^ 
deed, believe that there is fime generd 
truth contained in propofitions which w6 
don't underftand, and fo far our £udi 
may be rational, becaufe we know what 
we believes but of the propofitions them* 
felves we can believe nothing particularfy 
bbcauib we underiland nothing : Ncm- can 
greater diihojKn^r be done to the infinite 
2 wifdon* 
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Serm. wifdom of God, than by fuppofing, that 
VIL he has made it a part of our religious 
^^^V^ obligations, only to believe, in general, 
that there is fome truth difguis'd under 
unintelligible terms, to which we have 
no ideas. For this is making no revela- 
tion at all, but leaving things in abiblute 
darknefs ; 'tis only fhewing men their own 
ignorance, and perhaps may be look'd 
upon as i^braiding and iniiilting them 
with it, but aflFords no light by which 
they may be diredted to their duty and 
happine^. 

And if we examine the doArines of the 
Chriftian religion, we fhall find in 
that they are plain and eafy truths, and 
that as we cannot in reafon^ we are not 
oblig'xi by revelation^ to carry our faith 
one jot beyond our underftanding.— — 
" That God made, and fupports, and 

governs the wotM, that he is cter* 
^ nal, independent, unchangeable, per* 
" feddy wife, juft and good which arc 
fundamental truths of natural religion, 
explained and enf(H'c'd by Chriftianity 

that he fent his fon into the world to 
" be the Inftrudor and Saviour of man- 
z kind. 
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^* kind ; that he has made him Lord o/Serm. 

all^ and W//, by him, judge the world VII. 
" in ngbteoufnefs 5 that all men fhall be ^^-"^V^ 
rais'd at the great day with immortal 
and uncorruptible bodies ; the righte- 
ous be rewarded with eternal life^ and 
" the wicked punifhed with everlafting 
deftrudlibn thefe, likewife, which 
arc the peculiar principles of the gofpel, 
have nothing abjirufe 'and niyjierious in 
them, but are expreft in the moft natu^ 
ral and obvious terms. If you fay, that 
you can't account for the manner of God's 
creating the world, or for the manner 
in which he exifts every where, of the 
general rcfurredion, and the like, I an- 
fwer, 'tis no part of your religion to ac- 
count for it. Where the myftery be^ 

ginSy religion ends. For I would afk, 

does the moft warm and forward enthu^ 
Jiajl pretend to believe more than that 
thefe thipgs are true? Does he believe 
any thing at all with refpeft to the man- 
ner of them ? Nay, is riot his urging that 
/tis myfterious and incompr?henfible a de- 
monftration, that he, himjelf^ knows, he 
Vol. I. M can 
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Serm. can believe nothing particularly about 
VII. it? 

^"^^^ 'Xis yet more ftfange to talk of myfie^ 
rious precepts^ than of unintelligible doc- 
trines 5 for laws that are not underfiood^ 
'tis moft certain, can never be obc/cL 
What is defign'd for a rule of adtion 
fhould be as plain as poilible, and if it 
be intended for an univerial rule, it mufl 
be adapted to the loweft capacities of man- 
kind ; and the enjoining incompreben/iblej 
is the very fame abfurdity, and the fame 
degree of injuftice, as enjoining imprac^ 
ticable duties. Should it be afkM, whe- 
therGod may not command things, which 
we can't affign particular reafbns for ? I 
anfwer, that I very much queftion whe- 
ther any of this kind can be produced 
from revelation ; but if it could, the com^ 
mand itfelf would be no myftery, for then 
'tis impoilible it fhould be obfcrv'd ; it 
would, in truths be a command to doing 
nothing ; but the only myflery would be, 
Hvby God gave fucb a command ^ which your 
religion had no manner of concern with. 

'Tis indeed very furprizing, that man- 
kind, in all ages, have been fo fond of 

myfteries ; 
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jnyfteriesj that the cr^^ty and rf^»/>|f,S?RM. 
who make a gain of the credulity of the VII. 
multitude, fliould ufe all their art and in? ^^^^^"^ 
tereft to propagate them, is indeed na- 
tural enough 5 but why ftpuld the more 
bmejl and difinterefifd part of the people 
plead fo zealoufly fqr them ? Whence 
corner it ^o pafs, that when they choofc 
to lee their way plain before them in aU 
other cafes, they Ihoqld aflfe^t to be wHhT 
out light in matters of religion? Religi- 
on is of vaftly greater importance than 
the comnion afiairs of life, and this they 
readily acknowledge j and yet they fcem 
to like it the better^ the kfs they undcr- 
ftand it. Such a conduft is very unac-^ 
countable, becaufe there can, one wcudd 

think, be no motive to it. Myfteries 

yield neither pleafurf nor profit. — For 
as, with refpe<a to the works of nature^ 
all our pleafure arife? from the perception 
of beauty, harmony, and ufefUlnefs j and 
however we may imagine innumerable y^- 
rrrf beauties which we have notdiicover- 
cd, yet till they are known they afford no 
real fatisfaBion^ nor can we reap any 
advantage from them j *tis juft the lame 
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Serm. wkh refpeA to my/leries in religion ; we 
Vn. can neither be delighted nor profited by 

^^^^Ct^ them becaufe we don't underftand them, 
/. e. in other words they are really 

tbingat all tons.. Nay we can't fo 

much as admire them ; becaufe admira- 
tion neceflarily fuppofes, that we have a 
knowledge of the grandeur^ or of the 
worth and excellency of the objeft. The 
utmoft that can be faid therefore is, that 

we are confounded and puzzled. And 

is there any pleafure in that, or any ad- 
vantage merely in being in the dark^ and 
having no ideas ? 

However, if this were all, a man would 
only prove himfelf a weak (and might at 
the feme time be an innocent) enthufiafti 
by luppofing things that are, in truth, 
nothing to him, to be important parts of 
revelation. But when myfieries are pro- 
pagated with zeal, and impos'd on con- 
fcience, when for the fake of what is al- 
ow*d to be incomprehenfihle y the plain and 
indifpenfable obligations of juftice and 
charity are infringed and violated, (of 
which the hiftory of the Chriftian church, 
in almoft every age, affords many flagrant 

examples) 
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examples) 'tis then our duty to oppofe an Se r m. 
error which makes religion contemptible, VI I» 
and ftrikes at the foundation of Cbrijli^ •^—v^ 
anity^ and, indeed, of all good morals^ 
And this can't be fo effeftually done as by 
Ihewing that there are no myfteries in 
religion, and that of what we don't un- 
derftand, we can't know whether it be 
good for any thing or no ; 'tis in fedt ufe- 
lefs, and does not deferve our zeal ; nor 
if we did underftand it would that alone 
be fufficient, unlefs it was a dodrine of 
ibme importance to the cauie of virtue, 
and the happinefs of mankind, and con- 
fequendy worthy of God, I (hall only 
add, that there is a great difference be- 
tween a myjieryy and a direft abfurdity 
and contradiction, fuch as tranfubfiantia^ 
tion^ and other doSirines which have been 
fcreen'd under that more venerable name ; 
for myfteries are only things that we cer- 
tainly know nothing at all of, the other 
things that we certainly know to be falfe ; 
—the former we only dorit undcrftand, 
the latter we fee carit be underftood. 
But I proceed to 

M 5 The 
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Serm, The 3^ obfcrvation, n)iz. that the great 
VII. end of revelation is pra£lice\ the prac- 

*"*"^^^tice of folid and fubftantial virtue- Tboji 
things which are reveal' lays Mofes^ be- 
long to us^ and to our children for e^er^ 
that we may do all the words of this law. 
The defign of revelation, I have already 
fhewn, could not be to confound the un- 
derftandings of men with deep and inex- 
plicable myfteries; for this, in (lead of 
giving a revelation to aflift and inftrud 
mankind, is only to bewilder them, and 
lead them into a maze ; and it muft be 
abfolutely unbecoming the infinite wif- 
dom of God, to be at the expence of 
miracles, and fending an extraordinary 
melienger from heaven, merely to n$n- 
plus and puzzle human reafon, and make 
ignorant men Jlare. Again, it can't be 
thought to be the fole and ultimate view 
of revelation, to give right fpeculative 
notions of the moft impotant principles, 
or fbmifli the underftanding with juft 
ideas even of moral truths j for what does 
the moft excellent kind of knowledge 
fignify if it be not digefted, and reduced 
to its proper ufe ? or how is it at all more 

valuable 
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valuable than barmlefs error ^ and z pleaf^SERM. 
ing delufion ? Befides, men may be great VII. 
proficients in the theory of religion, may "^^""^ 
underftand it thoroughly, and be able to 
argue every part of it with an uncommon 
acutenefs^ and jlrengtb of judgment, and 
be not at all the wifer or the better for 
it J they may, notwithftanding, be very 
miferable in themfelves and injurious to 
others : For even the devih believe afuljima il 
tremble. But to aim at promoting and'^* 
encouraging the pradicc of virtue by a 
revelation, the praftice, I fay, of univer- 
£d, generous and godlike virtue, which 
is the perfe£tion of human nature, and 
infeparably connefted both with private 
and public happinels, is a traly noble de- 
lign, worthy the grcateft and bejl of dia-^ 
rasters, even that of the All- wife gover- 
nour, the fupremely beneficent and com- 
paffionate father of mankind : And that 
this is really the great end propofed by 
the chriftian revelation^ mufl be allow'd 
by all who have examin'd it with any 
care, and will be feen the more clearly, 
tke more thoroughly it is underftood. 

The grcatefl part of Chriflianity is only 
a reinforcement of the religion of nature^ 
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Serm. confiding of moral precepts which were 
VIL doubtlefs intended to be the rule of our 
^"^^^^^^ adlions, and ftrengthening the arguments 
for a virtuous life which reafon fuggefts : 
And if we confider its peculiar do6lrines, 
we fliall find that, they are all calculat- 
ed, wifely calculated to ferve. the fame 
moft excellent defign of eftablifliing mo- 
ral obligations, and promoting univerfal 
purity. This, for inftance, is the defign 
of the death of Chrift, and the redemp- 
tion purchas'd for us by bis blood ; for he 
Tit ii 14 S^*^^ bimjelf for us^ that he might redeem 
us from all iniquity^ and purify unto him- 
felf a peculiar people^ zealous of good works^ 

of his refurreStion^ and the hope that 

is thereby affcwded us of a glorious refur- 
reftion to life and immortality ; for if wc 
Cd.iiL I. are rifen with Chrijl^ we ought to feek 
thofe things which are above ^ nvhere Chrijl 
ftteth at the right hand of God; and to 
Phn. iii. have our converfation in heaven^ from 
whence we look for the Saviour the Lord 
Jefus Chrijl^ who Jhall change our vile body^ 
that it may be fajhion'd like unto his glo- 
rious body. Again, the natural influ- 
ence, and, confequently, the ultimate 
end of the promifes of the gofpel is, that 

h 
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by tbemiDe may be partakers of a divine Serm. 
nature^ ffcaping the corruption that is in VII. 
the world through lujl. Having thefepro- ^pltfi^. 
mifeSy dearly beloved, let us cleanfe ourfehes * Cor. vii, 
from all filthinefs of the flejh and of the " 
fpirity perfeSling holinefs in the fear of 

Cod. And to mention no more, do 

we believe the doftrine of the univerfal 
judgment ? When the Lord Jefus Jhall be % Thcf. 1 . 
reveal" d from heaven, with his mighty an^ • «>• 
gels, in flaming fire, to take vengeance on 
them that know not God, and obey not the 
gofpel — and when he Jhall come to be 
glorified in his faints, and admir'd in all 
them that believe ? — What manner of per^ 2 Pet. HL 
fons ought we, then, to be in all holy con--^^* 
verfation and godlinefs? Is it not a moft 
natural and forcible conclufion, that fee-y^. 14. 
ing we look for fuch things, we fl)ould be 
diligent that we may be found of him in 
peace, without fpot and blamelefs ? 

And this, which muft be the view of 
all divine revelations, and which the 
grand doctrines of Chriftianity have a 
peculiar tendency to promote, is befides 
exprefsly declared to be its chief dcfign. 
All hopes of happinefs, but what are built 
on purity ^ heart and a virtuous life, are, 

according 
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Serm. according to the Chrlftian icheme, vain 
VI. and dclufory, and will certainly end in 

'■^'^^^difappointment and confufion. Doft 

thou expc6t to be faved by thy faith and 
outward profeffion? Hear what Chrift 

Matt.vii. him&lf iays. Not every one that faith u^ta 
me^ Lord^ Lord^ Jhall enter into the king^ 
dom of heaven^ but he that doth the will of 
my Father who is in heaven. What doth it 
profit^ my brethren^ fiuth St. James^ tbo^ 

l^yl* a man fay he hath faithy and have not 
works^ can faith fave him ? If a brother 
$r ffler be nakedy and deflitute of daily 
foody and one of you fay unto tbem, depart 
in peace y be ye warm' dy and fiU'dy notwith-- 
ftanding ye give them not thofe things whic b 
are needful to the bodyy what doth it prp- 
fit ? even fo faith if it hath not works y is 
dead being Or doft thou expeA 

to be rewarded for a ftrong, warm and 

iCor,xm.lively zeal ? Tho^ thou give thy body to Ar 

^' bumedy and hafl not charity y it profiteth 

nothing. Church fwivileges are a vain 

fecurityi — ^Nay, the outward appearance 
of ibme uncommon virtue, and even ex- 
traordinary gifts will not avail : For tho* 

I Cor.xiii J j^^^ ^th the tongues of men and angelsy 
tbo' 1 have the gift of prophecy y and tm- 

derfiand 
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derjiand all Mjfteries^ and all knowledge ^ Serm. 
and tbo' I have all faith fo that I could VII. 
remote mountains^ and beflow all my goods """^^^^ 
to feed the poor^ and have not charity^ I am 
nothing. Many^ fays our blefled Saviour, 
will fay to me in that day^ Lord^ Lord^ 
have nve not prophejied in thy name^ and ^^^^j"' 
in thy name have cafi out devils^ and in 
thy name done many ^wonderful ivorks? 
St. Luke adds, we have eaten and drank 
in tby prefence^ and thou hajl taught in ^t^^i^^^^^ 
Jlreets. And then mil Iprofefs unto tbem^ 26. 
I never knew you, depart from me, ye that 
work iniquity. With thefe things exactly 
agree the general accounts we have of re- 
ligion in the writings of the New Tefta- 
ment: The unrighteous pall not inherit the ^^^^ ^. 

kingdom of God. BleJJed are they thatg. 

do his commandments, that they may have f^J'^^^' 
a ri^ht to the tree of life. — Pure religion 
and undefiled before God, even the Father, J^*^^ 
is this, to vijit the fatherlefs and widows in 
their affii6iion,and to keep himfelf unfpotted 

from the world. So that the fum of 

religion, under the gofpel, is the fame 
with what is very elegantly and ftrongly 
exprefs*d by the prophet Micah, He hath 
fiewed thee, man, what is goody and what 

doth 
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Sekm. dotb the Lord require f)f thee^ but to do 
VII. jujlly^ and to love mercy ^ and to nbalk hum-- 

'^^^y^ bly with thy God ? From this head, viz- 
that the great end of revelation is practice y 
the pradtice of folid and fubftantial vir- 
tue, it neceflarily follows, 

4. That no dodtrines, which in the leaft 
encourage immorality ^ can be parts of a di - 

vine revelation. Dodlrines of this kind 

can't be charged on Chriftianity, which 
prefcribes the nobleft fyftem of mords, 

. without making it contradict itfelf. 

Nor, in the nature of the thing, can they 
belong to any religion that is of divine 
original, becaufq of the abfolute wifdom, 
and fpotlefs purity of the great governor 
of die world. — Even miracles themfelves 
can't prove fuch dodtrines to be true,which 
are necejfarily falfe, diflionourable to the 
moral attributes of God, and inconliftent 
with the tme perfedtion and happinefs of 
mankind : But this point is fo exceeding 
clear that I need not enlarge on it ; and 
therefore, 

In the laft place, if the great end of 
revelation be to promote a good life, it is 
an undeniable confequence, that the im- 
portance of the fevcral dodtrines of it muft 

be 
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be judged of by this rule, viz. their Serm. 
tendency to eftablilh a becoming regard to VII. 
purity and virtue. And let any man afk '■^VNJ 
himfelf ferioufly what thofe dodlrines are ; 
whether they are not thofe plain prin^ 
ciples in which all good Chriftians arc a- 
greed ; and whether the moft celebrated 
controverfieSj which have produced (b 
much confufion and violence in the Chri- 
ftian world, have not been about fuch 
things, as have very little^ if any connec- 
tion with pradlical religion ? Let hirai 

afk himfelf of what ufe are difputes about 
perfonalities^ fubfijlences^ the bypojiatical 
union^ and other famous points which di- 
llradt the minds of the vulgar ; and which 
the learned themfelves can't tell how to 
explain. The fcripture has none of thefe 
dark phrafes, but is ^ plain intelligible rule. 
Let us therefore ftudy that more, and 
fchblafiic explications of it lefs, which have, 
in many places, darkened the text, and 
made difficulties where they found none. 
And let us value our brethren, not for 
being of the fame fide with us in matter 
of doubtful opinion^ and the fubtilties of 
controverjial divinity^ but for their piety, 
jujlice^ charity^ and the fruits of univerfal 
2 rigbteoufnefs 
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%;;^'Kyk.righteouJnefs that appear in their conver- 
, VII. ^tions, I ftiall conclude this difcourfe 

^^^^"•■^with two paflages of fcripturc. The one 
is from St. Faul\ firft epiftle to Ttmotbj: 

I Tim.yl If any man teach otbermfey and confent 
not to "wbolfim words^ even the words of 
our Lord Jefus Cbrijl^ and to the doSlrine 
^hich is according to godlinefs, be is proud, 
knowing nothing ; hut doating about que^ 
fiionSj and Jlrifes of words^ whereof com-^ 
eth envy J firife^ railings, evil furmijings, 
perverfe difputings of men of corrupt minds, 
and dejiitute of the truth, fuppojing that 
gain is godlinefs : From fuch withdrm 
thyfelf The other are the words of St, 

James i. James: But be ye doers of the word, and 

22-^.25. not hearers only, deceiving your own felves. 
For if any man be a hearer of the word, 
and not a doer, he is like unto a ma?i be^ 
holding his natural face in a glafs 5 for 
he beholdeth bimfelf, and gaeth his way, 
and ftraitway forget tetb what manner of 
man he was. But wbofp looketh into the 
perfeSl law of liberty, and continueth 
therein, he being not a forgetful hearer, 
but a doer of the work^ this man Jhall be 
bleJJ 'ed in his deed. 

S E R- 
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^gur^s prayer ; or the middle c<mi- 
ditionof life, generally, the moft 
eligible. 

K — 

Prov. XXX. Part of the 8th, and the 
whole 9th Verfe. 

"^Qive me neither poverty nor riches, 
feed me mithjood convenient jar 
me: lefi I be full and deny thee, 
and fayy who is the Lord ? or left 
1 be poor and Jiealy and take the 
name of my Qod in vain. 




HESE.words (as we are In-SERM. 
form'd in the firft verfe of the VIII. 
chapter) were fpoken by Agar ^^V^ 
to Ithiel and Vcaly who, very 



. probably, were two of his Icholars, that 
2 came 
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Serm* cJame to him to be inftru<3:ed in the 
VIII. principles of true wifdom : He be- 

^""^^^ gm^ with modeftly declaring his own 
infufficiency for fo great an underta- 
king, and recommends as the foundation 
of all ufeflil knovjrledge, an bumble tem- 
per x)f mind, lenfible of the natural 
weaknefs of human underftanding, and 
the imperfedtion of its higheft improve- 
ments; which he argues, verfe the 4th, 
from our ignorance of the works of na- 
ture : And therefore, in the two follow- 
ing verfes, he advifes his pupils to make 
it their principal ftudy to underftand the 
will of Gody which is, of all knowledge, 
the moft important, and of the greateft 
ufe in human life 5 and in all their enqui- 
ries of this kind, to confine themfelves to 
what God had revealed: Then he intro- 
duces the words of the text, in the form 
of anaddrefs to God, in anfwer, perhaps, 
to fome queftion that they had proposed 
to him about the duty of prayer : Two 
things have 1 required of thee : Deny me 
them not^ before 1 die. Remove far from 
me vanity and lies ; give me neither pover^ 
ty nor riches^ feed me with food conve^ 

nient 
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ment for fne^ (i. e. Allow me only to cii-Serm. 
joy fucb a competency, as will enable me VIII. 
to live with dcceiicy and advantage to^*^^^^ 
my fellow creatures, in that ilation in 
which I am placed,) left I he full and 
deny thee, and fay who is the Lord? or 
left I be poor and ftealy and take the name 
of my God in vain. 

In , this paflage *tis plainly intimated, 
that the middle ftate of life is, generally 
at leaft, more fafe and eligible than either 
want or ftiper fluity : With relpeft to its 
being better than narrow and penurious 
circumftances, there can be no difpute; 
but that it fhould be preferred to great 
wealth and abundance ^ will, I am per-* 
fuaded, appear a very wild and extrava- 
gant paradox to the giddy and unthinking, 
who ja4ge of things at. firft fight, with- 
out enquiring into their nature, or con- 
fidering their confequences : For it is not 
a defirable thing, will fuch fay, to be not 
only placed above poverty, and enjoy the 
aece^ies and conveniencies, but the de^ 

lights alfo of human life ? ^to be per- 

fons of figure^ power y and influence f 
and, cpnfequenjly, capable of ferving our 

N friends. 
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SsRM. friends, and relieving the indigent and 
Vni. miferable, in a more large extenfive 
•^"^^^^^ degree ?— Can a condition, which may 
not only be fo agreeable, but uieful, be 
mifchie^ous and deJlruBive to mankind } 
It certainly may ; nay, it adhially has had 
this fatal confequence in many cafes. And 
perfons who have behaved with honour, 
and an unblemifh'd reputation in fm>de^ 
rate circumftances ; nay, who have pre- 
lerved their virtue, and.manifeiled great 
prefence and ftrength of mind, under the 
bufFetings of adverfe fortune ; have been 
captivated and bewitched by the charms 
of an affluent projperity^ and the pleafures 
k brings along with it, and funk* into an 
indolent and diffolute life : Which ihow9 
us that there is not only danger^ but emi^ 
nent and peculiar danger in it, when it 
happens to fome particular tempers ; and 
in general, where there is not a livdy 
tnfiuence of religion and virtue, and Jirm^ 
nefs and refolution of mind. But I pro- 
ceed to confider the words of the text 
more particularly, in the following me- 
thod. 



L I 
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t I ihaU en<fcavo«r to ^plairi an(i iUo- Sprm. 
ftrats what it iay$ eouecfiung the dan- VIIL 
ger a Hate pf great rkbes and fuptr^'"'''^^ 
fittity oa the one haitdi and of want 
and po^et^ty On the other ; from whence 
it will clewrly appear, that the middle 
condito vsi'mgenerali and, except to 
fonae. rare and pecuHdr tenopers, the 
moft coftvenient and eligihbi And 

il. ^ake ioQjte reroarfci upon this doc* 
trine to/piievent m^t^ikes that may arife 
from k, and direft to the ri^t ujs 
and ifi^ff'wment of 'tti 

iff. t am to cxf^ain and iUiiftratd *;rhat 
the text %s cdnceming the danger of a 
fta*e of gceai riches ahdi^f^/itsf^ o« «he 
one hand^ and of nv^jit and f»»)erfy oil 
the other. I ihall.take.them jnft in the 
order in Which it repreftfnts theto to us* 
And 

jfi. For the danger that attends ft 
ftate oi gjftat ricks itxAfuperptity, which- 
is exp^efg^d thus, left I be full ani Jdty 
thee, em4 fay who- is tht Lerdf To deny 
God figaifies in, foriptum,. fomerimes, to 
aa 4$. ijr tfesm wiene noi righteoai Opvoc- 

N 2 npur 
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Serm. nour and Judge of mankind, to whoni^ 
VIII. they are accountable, as well as directly 
*'**''^^**^to difown his being and providence : But 
I can't apprehend this to be tht nieaniDg 
of the phrafe here, becaufe, in this large 
view, there is no more danger of deny- 
ing God to men in high and fourijhing 
circumftances, than what every other fiate 
of life affords, which has in it equal 
temptations to vice and immorality: I 
fhall take it therefore in a ftf ifter fenfe 
than this, and yet not in die moft con- 
fined fenfe of all, and enquire briefly, 
what peculiar danger there is, arifing 
fi-om riches and plenty ^ of " irreligion 
and.prophanenefs, a difregard and con- 
" tecnpt of providence, and other cringes 
" of a like nature, that arc committed 
" more direSly and immediately againft 
" Godhimfetf/' 

And, in general, the fundamental dan- 
ger of all lies here, that in the height 
of profperity, men are apt to be carelefs 
and incmjiderate'. Chcarfulnefs, and a 
relaxation from. feVerer - fludies and con- 
templations, is not- only innocent but ne- 
GcfTary, in the prefent mixed and imper- 
^ feft 
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feft ftate of human nature: But inanS^RM. 
a/Huent profperity, when every thing a- VIII. 
bout us is gay, and has a fmiiing afped,^^'*'^^'^ 
we are too apt to contrad an habitual 
levity of mind, - and negleft all grave and 
ferious refleftions. A continued fucceffi- 
on of pomp and pleafure fixes our at- 
tention, and diverts it from greater and 
more important concerns. Wife men, 
indeed, who have impartially eftimated 
the true worth of things, look upon 
riches and honours only as fuperfluities 
and outward decQrations of life, and not 
as eilential to human happineis ; and va- 
lue themfelves upon them no * farther, 
than as they enable them to do greater 
good to their fellow creatures ^ but the 
foolijh and unthinking are made giddy 
by their profperity : The natural confe- 
quence of which is, that they muft be 
an eafy prey to all the pecpliar tempta- 
tions of their wealthy and exalted ftate ; 
and it will appear, particularly from the 
following confiderations^ that they are in 
great danger of tlje vices irpplied in the 
te?t. For 

N 3 ijl. When 
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Serm. \ft. When the mind is thus weakene4 
Vm? and diffolved, and its faculties enervated 
^^"^"^ and broken, when the moderation of 
nien^s tempers are deftroyed, and they arc 
become thoughtlefs and inconljdcratc, 
which the indolence and gaiety^ and 
r/Vf^5 little trijUng entertainments of a 
profperoqs condition have a natural ten- 
dency to efFed: ; 'tis no wonder, if they 
pride themfelves in their riches, as their 
ultimate huppinefs ; and for want of re- 
iledUng oi^ the inftability of all human 
affairs, think thenifelves felf-fufficicnt ; 
and lofe that juft fenfe which they ought - 
to h^ve of the fovereignty of their na»- 
ker^ and their abfolute and ncceflary de- 
pendence upon him, *Tis no wonder ftt 
all, if, by being complimented and fiatter^ 
ed, their vanity be faifed {o high, as tt^ 
make thefts regardlefs of that fuprccne ber 
mg, from whom all tlieir abpndance, hbr 
Hour, and greatneis flbws 5 nor if having 
conceived ^ extraordinary opinion of theiy 
ov^n fperit upoh the account of their 
fliimng circumftahqes, they negleft td 
pay their due homage and worl^iip to the 
peiry, and liye unmindful of his benefits. 
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^fhis is, in cfFcd, to deny not only God's Serm- 
government of the worlds but his abfohte VIII. 
perfeSiion^ and confequently his being f^^'^'V^. 
•Tis to deny our obHgations to him as the 
author of every thing we enjoy, and his 
right to our fervices. The language of 
fiich a condudl is, who is the Lord thai 
vrt jhmld obey his voice ? And that all this 
difingenuity and ingratitude towards the 
greateft and beft of beings is a confe- 
quence, that, it may juftly be feared, will 
i^ring fix>m riches and greatnefs, when 
men are immoderately fond of them, and 
for want of due confidcration, grown ^r^- 
jwnptmus and arrogant^ expwicnce abun- 
daitfly tcftifies. 

For there are too many to whom i 
time of afHkflion is a feafon of Jhme fort 
of piety, becaufe then their pffering^ 
put them in mind of their JinSy and the 
hope of deliverance makes them, to ap- 
pearance at leaft, hiimble and fubmiffive 
to their maker 5 but when things , go on 
fmoothly, and anfwer to the heighth of 
their wiflies, they feeiii to think they 
have no ferther need of him, and are fuf- 
6(:ient for their own happinefs, without 

N 4 
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Serm. his interpojition. The diftinguifliing good- 
yill* pefs of God, in their continued plenty^ 
^'^'^V^and abundance^ is unheeded, bccaufe if 
is conftant and uninterrupted. What 
zperverfe creature is man ! he wiflips no| 
to be miferable^ arjd yet forgets the aii* 
thor of his happinefs, becaufe he has not 
allotted him fome mixtures of evH and 

tnifery with it 1 Or rather lince this is 

jiot human nature^ which abhors ingrati- 
tude, but a vile and melancholy 4eprava'' 
tion of it 5 what will not a man do when 
profperity has made him wanton and in-r 
folent ! Bijt fiuther, 

3p -Tis moft eyident, that affluent cirr 
cumdances are attended with great temp- 
tations tQ ludcury^ and the immoderate 
purfuits of pleafure. Plenty too natu- 
rally begets excefs : It has the means of 
it in it§ ppwer, cufiom to countenance it, 
and generally minifters of vice enough at 
hand tq prompt and excite to it And 
luxury enfeebles the mind, deftroys every 
(thing that is great and generous, and in- 
idifpofes for all rational exerqifes and im- 
provements. It naturally heightens and 
fnflamcs the Jenfual paflions, and le^ds to 

the 
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the porTuit of irregular pleafures. ForSERM. 
what can that man have td reftrain him VUI. 
from any enjoyment that his ^ inclin^ions ^ ^"^"^ 
prompt hiim to, who has wealthy power y 
and influence to conimand them, and the 
opportunity, perhaps, of gratifying his 
corrupt appetites in a private manner, fo 
as to avoid, in a great mealiire, that fhame 
^nd infamy which juftly attends it ; what^ 
I fay, can reafonably be fuppofed to re* 
fbain fuch a one from indulging his cor- 
rupt defires, if he has no regard to rea^ 
fon^ cimfciencey and the authority of his 
Maker ? 

A fcnfe of God, indeed, as the infpec- 
tor and dreadftil avenger of his wicked- 
ne&, will create great uneafineis and con- 
fufion in his mind, and abate his relifh 
of unlawful enjoyments. But can we 
think, that when he is immerfed in fen- 
fual pleafure;, and given up to vidous 
purfuits, he will fufrcr his imagination 
$q be continually haunted and feared by 
fuch ungrateful truths^ if it be in his 
power to prevent it? will he not endea- 
vour to root out of his mind thofe Jif" 
agreeable ideas^ which are a constant 

vexa- 
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StRM. vejtatioh and torment td Um? S6 that 
Vttl. by his vices, he Is neceflkily frejudicM m 
^^^^ favour of jttheifm, and from wifliing 
Aat tharc was no God, iftfey come, hf 
degrees, to imagine that thdrfe Js none; 
or, at Icaft, which will f*ve the turn oi 
his viti6us indinationi and pliftarures M 
its well, th^ he does not exercife a pard* 
cttkr jMTOvideftce over the moral worM, 
nor teke an account of their condud. 
And as the pomp and iplenddtir of his 
greatilefs continually Jdfzzks his under- 
Handings as ihe levity <^ his mind, and 
the gay amufements his riches furhifli him 
with, fcarcc allow^ him any opportunity 
for thje and ferious thinkings ahd his high 
i|>irits hear him up againft fudden and 
wcajknal reJkBims^ he has, upon thefe 
accounts, d better chance dian another 
riian of being Confirmed in his atheifticd 
fehtimert^ ; ind of hindering fobei" rea-^ 
Ibnings about tiie being aiid providence 
<jf (jfod, and a judgment to ccnne, from 
fAfiffiing upott him ^ which, if th*y 
VjfTxt hot lotlie #ay or other diverted, 
muft' make the fioiittfl h6arl trAihbfe in 
the midftbf aHitscarrial'delighfs: I fiy 
^ J indeed 
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Indeed a better chance^ becaufe to a tnatiSfekivf; 
of fuch a depraved dijj^fition, it appears Vlll 
under that charaflef} but the real truth ^"^"^^^ 
is, that his affluence and luxury only tend 
tp blind and pefvett his judgment die 
more, and, coflfequently, to harden hljn 
in Atheifm and irreligion. In the 

Third place, If at any time it happens 
to be the fajhion to be J^beijlical^ and 
feem to have no fepfe of religion, the 
rich and great are, of all others, moll 
likely to fall in v^rith it. For 'tis, general- 
ly, their prevailing view to recomtnend 
^emfelves to the approbation of the po^ 
Ute world ; and therefore we fee daily, 
that, in compliance with the reigning 
tafte, they run into dreflbs and cuftoms 
that are neither ornamental nor ufefut^ 
nor perhaps fo decent ^ as pne might ex- 
pedt from perfons of a higher edutatiori. 
And, upon the fame principle, if it 
Should happen in the prefent age, as it 
probably did in jigur^s time, that a dis- 
regard and contepipt of the lixpreme Be-? 
ipg, and bantering and ridiculing things 
lacred, are reckoned genteel accomplifli- 
incntfc ; if itligion IhouM be looked upon 
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SERM.as calculated only for the populace ^ and 
VIIL it (hould be thought the charafter of an 
S^y^ill bred man, and one that did not know 
the nvorldy to be ferious in public offices 
of devotion, or give the leaft fufpicion 
of lecrct piety ; if this, I lay, fhould be 
the cafe, there is great danger that the per- 
fons above mentioned would fall in with 
the modijh extravagance. They would, 
probably, think it unbecoming their rank 
and ftation in life to be out of the fajhion^ 
even in a thing that is fo contrary to ju^ 
Jiice^ honour^ gratitude^ and the true iirf/- 
reji of mankind : And their temptations 
to it might be the ftronger, as their pride 
makes them contenm the ill opinion of the 
vplgar, and their circumftances place (hem 
above a ftate of dependence. 

If it be faid, th^t a difregard of the 
Deity, and difcarding both natural and 
revealeft religion, prevail very niuch in 
middle life, as well ^ amongft perfons of 
a more elevated condition, I anfwei:, that 
this will be found to be no prejudice to 
the prefent argument ^ becaufe fuch, ge- 
nerally fpeaking, copy after the example 
of their fuperiourSy and are prophane, from 

a fervile 
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a feroile imitatidn of them, in order toSsitM. 
be fafliionable. And juft in proportion VIIL 
as luxury y which is, originally ^ a vice of 
the great and wedthy, and can't be prac- 
tised -with decency by perfons of inferior ' 
condition, who have not the fame oppor- 
tunities for it, and arc not able to lup- 
, port it without 'lofing their credit, and 
conliiming their fubftance ; juft, llay, in 
proportion as luxury and the purfuit of 
pleafiire has abounded, irreligiony like- 
wife, has gained ground, and Ipread itfelf. 
Thus have I (hewn die temptations, ari- 
ling from fuperfiuous wealth and greatnep^ 
to deny God in the JiriSl fenfe of the 
word^ and adt with difrefpeft and ingra- 
titude towards his providence. 

Suffer me now briefly to mention a few 
other vices of the moft malignant and fa-' 
tal confequences to mankind, to which it 
hzs peculiar temptations. And the 

Firft is pride and vanity. When men 
are elated by their diflinguifh*d circum-' 
ftances, they eafily fancy themfelves to 
be very Jignificant perfons, and poffefs'd' 
of extraordinary merit : And this vain 
opinion, which is continually fed by their 
2 merce^ 
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^%%ifi.mrcmar^ tUpendenti and fiatta-eri (a« 
Vm. nwng whora 'tis fwce poffible fix: ahy 

^•^V^nian ta preferve a juft opinion of hinifetf^ 
and Qf hunum nature) difcorors itfelf in 
evoy part of their oonduA, and in all 
their appearances^ Not but that it may 
\» very innocent and rational £oc perfoos 
c£ figure and fabftance to allow tfaemfelves 
fuch diverfions, and msJ^ Aich an appear- 
a^e in pubUc^ a$ would l;>e very impro-^ 
per and qrioupd in dxo^e who enjoy but 
mad^rate fortunes ; nor would I be fiippo^ 
fed to condemn that external £bew and 
magnilicenee, which is. a badge of civit 
honom;, and aeceffary to di(tinguifli the 
feveral ranks, of mepk one from another^ 
or maintain the refpefl; due to dieir diffe- 
rent characters. But <br any to pride 
themfclves, and fency that there is a pre^ 
per merit ia duels and equipage^ or iqi the 
prodigality and glittejingpomp of great- 
nefs, is a vice that aic^a a* very /oiii. aiid 
degenerate turn of mind j and whenever 
fuch a temper prevails^ it will take men^ 
off from improving ia thofe moral difpo- 
^Uona and hahits^ whif:h alone coniUtut^. 

true 
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true greatnefi^ and are Ae only fw/ exeet- Se rm; 
i^/^ of a F^fonaUe being. Vin. 

Fartha:, riches miniAeir am^ttM^^"^^^^^ 
which is one of the moft irregular paf-* 
fions of hunian nature, and attended 
with the moft mifchievous dieds : And 
in prop<Mti6n to. our vanity y and the higA 
views we entertain for oiirlelves, thej? 
have a tendency to beget in us an unbe- 
coming and infolent contempt' of othersi 
For men are apt to think, that there is fb 
much reipeft due to their fiiperior cir- 
cumftances, is if they were of a diffirent 
nature from their fellow crdittures, and 
originally formed in a higher order of be^ 
ing ; and thds^ they faciifice adl the rights 
of mankind, tefolting from iheir natu^ 
rat equality^ to an accidental ildvantiagc, 
which has^ no merit at all in it otflerwife 
than a^ *tis enjoyed with condfefceiltibn and 
benevolence, and a fubferviency to the 
general good. \ 

Finally, men are too eafily tempted, 
by their riches and power, to htimpert-^ 
cus and tyrannical^ and to abufe thofe 

great 
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Serm. great ta^ots, which God hath put into 
VIII. their hands for the good of others, to op^ 

^^^^^^preffion ^and injuftice ; by which njeans 
they rapft wickedly pervert the wife 
fcheme of providepce, and are more ex^ 
tenfivehf mifc}iieyous and hurtful, in pro- 
pcnrtion to their greater capacity for doing 
good. I now proceed 
. 2. Tp cqnlidcr whi|t th^? text fays con- 
cerning the danger of a il^ite of want 
and poverty y or leajl I be poor and Jieal^ . 
and take the name of my God rn vzin. The 
vices, to which fbrait and penurious cirr 
cumftances of life are here reprefented 
ts having pecfuliar temptations, are theft ^ 
taking tbif name of God in vain, by 
which is Hioft probably meant perjury. 
And 'tis very evident, that the tempta- 
tion; ^ thefe crimes is, in the nature of 
the thing, much ftronger, when perfons 
are embarrafied with difficulties, and op* 
prefled by poverty, than it can be when 
they enjoy a fuperfluity of riches, or e- 
ven a moderate fortune, which is fu&^ 
cient tp ftoquTQ for them all iiecei&ries, 

and 
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iihd proper conveniencies, and places them Se r m* 
above care and anxiety. And as it ap- VI I L 
pears likewife, in fadt, that the guilty '''^^'^ 
this way are moft frequently neceflitous 
people^ who have either no employment 
to follow, or elfe had rather violate the 
moft facred obligations of confeience, than 
be forced to maintain themfelves by ho- 
iieft laix)ur j I fhall fay no more to this 
point direftly, but enquire into the caufes 
tvhy the poor fo eafily give way to temp- 
tations of this kind. And, 

J. 'Tis undoubtedly owing, in a great 
mealiire, to the want of a good education ; 
Thd advantage of this is unfpeakablc 5 
and nothing has a larger {hare in form- 
ing the difference there is between one 
man ahd another, tho* originally of the 
fame fpecies of beings : 'Tis this that 
diftinguiflies the politer parts of the 
World from the moft ignorant and bar^ 
bdrous nation: For all mankind have 
the faculty of reafon implanted in them 
by the great Creator ; but if it be not 
improved, it wiU never fhew itfelf to 

Vol. L O ad- 
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Sepm. advantage: By good culture it may be 
VIII. raifed to a ftate of great maturity and per^ 
^'^'^^^^ feSfion ; but if it be negledted, it will be 
over-run with ignorance and prejudice. 
Again, all men have a natural power to 
difcern the difference between good and 
evil, and the folid grounds and founda- 
tions of morality; but, notwithflandjng 
this, if they are not taught and inftruBt- 
edy their notions will be very imperfedl, 
rude, and confufed : Now there is this 
defedt, generally, an the education of the 
poorer fort of people. They are train- 
ed up in a brutal ftupidity. No care 

is taken to inftil into their minds proper 
notions of God, and of his providence, 
of a judgment to come, and the dif- 
ference between virtue and vice.' 
And as they grow up thus wildy and with- 
out any good principles at leaft, if they 
are not corrupted by bad examples, and 
have not imbibed a contempt of all re- 
ligion, 'tis no wonder that they are dif- 
folute and extravagant in their pradtice : 
^11 which fhews us ih^ great ufe^ I might 

almoft 
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ninioA fky,. ahfolute necefftty of a fober and S f p m. 
Virtuous education, and of infufing fen- VIII. 
tim^nts of wifdom ahd piety into children ^-^^VV 
in their early years, and at the Jirft dawn 
bf reafon : For their minds are then ten^ 
der and jlexible^ free from prejudice and 
unruly pajjion^ and equally fufceptible of 
goody as bad impreffions : And 'tis gene- 
rally obferv'd^ that perfons retain fome- 
what of the tindlure that was given 
them in their education^ all their lives 
aftfer. 

Ahoiher redfort why poverty fubjeds 
men to the temptations intimated in the 
text is, that the poor are not trained up 
tcgularly to any eniployment^ by which 
they may get an honeft livelihood ; and 
for want of being inured to labour and 
indilftry^ they contract a habit of idle- 
nefs/ than which nothing can be more 
detrimental to fociety ; for it is, indeed,^ 
ihe parent of all viefes : To this particu- 
larly it may be afcribed,- that fo many 
flibfifl: by rapin and violence, and by a-s 
biifing and plundering theif fellow-ciea- 
tures. 

O 2 Again^ 
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Serm. ^gain^ peribns in fuch low, mean cir- 
VIII. cumftanccs are often deftitute of aienfe 
^"^^^^^^of jhame^ and regard to reputation^ and^ 
confequendy, have loft one of the fureft 
guards of their virtue and integrity, and 
are eafily led into the moft abominable 
and injurious vices : And this is not on- 
ly owing to their having never received 
any notibns of decency in their educa^ 
tion, but to the wrong cuftom of the 
worldi Poverty itfelf is looked upon 
as an objeft of contempt ; and for a poor 
man to pretend to have any reputation 
to lofe, is too often matter of jeft and 
ridicule : But this is certainly very impo^ 
liticy as well as unjuft; becaufe 'tis for 
the intereft of fociety to encourage a fenje 
of honour in every one that has a reafon- 
able nature, whatever his outward cir- 
cumftances may be. For it muft be 
confidered, that a regard to reputation, 
and fenfe of fhame frequently prevail, 
where the awftil notions of a Deity, and 
a providence, and a ftiture ftate, have lit- 
tle or . no influence at all : And therefore. 
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i£ thefe are deftroy*d, as they generally Serm- 
are in the wretched poor, by one or o- VIII. 
ther, or both the methods abovemention- ^"^^V^ 
ed, and they think they cannot render 
themfelves more defpicable by their wick^, 
ednefs^ than they are already on account 
of their poverty j 'tis natural to fuppofe,, 
that they may commit fuch crimes, as 
» they would otherwife be Jhocked at the 
thought of. 

And in this infenfibility and indiffe- 
rence about the good or ill opinion of the 
world, in this lazinefs and averlion to la- . 
hour, in this brutifli ftupidity, and thofe 
corrupt and vitious fentiments, which they 
acquired from their education, they are 
confirmed by their wicked ajfociates^ per- . 
fons, for the mofl part, of the fame aban- > 
don'd principles with themfelves : So that 
there is fcarce a poflibility of being reclaim- 
ed, but, on the other hand, 'tis highly 
probable they will be more and more en- 
couraged and hardned in their vices. 

Let me jufl mention another vice, that 
cojnes under the charadter of taking God's 
O 3 Name 
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Serm. Name ixi wzin^ which the poor are noto-r 
VII i. rioufly guilty of ; and that is the pradlice 
y^^^Y^ of common /wearing : To this, I know 
of no peculiar temptation arifing from 
their poverty : And it appears, in fad:, 
that there is norre ; becaufe it is very near^ 
if not altogether as comnoon among per- 
fons of high rank and circumftances, to 
the very great fcandal of religion, and 
their own dijhonour. For 'tis a fhamefol 
thing that they fliould indulge to fo vul- 
gar a vice 5 a vice, to which there is not 
the leaft temptation y and which is a fenfe" 
lefs,^ infgnijicant expletive in difcourfe, 
that adds neither Jirengthy nor beauty^ to 
it. And if they will not refrain out of re- 
fpe£t to the great God, who is infinitely 
their fuperior and better, or from a dread 
of his vengeance ; they ought at leaft, 
out of good manners^ to be afhamed to 
continue any longer fuch an infamous 
pradice, to the offence of the fobereft and 
wifeft of their fellow-creatures, and in 
defiance of the laws of their country. I 
proceed novv to the 

Second 
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Second thing propos'd, viz. to fuggeft Serm. 
a few ufcful refledlions on what has been VIII. 
advanced in the foregoing difcourfe, in or- 
der to prevent mifkkes that may arife 
from it, and diredt to the right ufe and 
improvement of it. And, 

The ijl obfervation I would make is, 
that notwithftanding what has been faid, 
both riches and poverty are capable of 
being improved to the moft ufefbl pur- 
poies : For in affluent circumftances, let 
a man but govern his appetites, and en- 
joy his fortune with difcretion^ and he 
has the utmoft advantages for cultivating 

his mind ; a freedom from the cares 

of life, and confcquently an eajinefs and 
chearfulnefs of temper, than which no- 
thing is more ferviceable to us in the pur- 
foit of knowledge -leifure for ftudy j — 
opportunities for confulting the beft books, 
and converfing with the moft learned men 
in all profeffions, &c. And, befides, which 
is much more defirable, he has it in his 
power to exercife diffufive zxAGodtike be^ 

nevolence ^ to be the patron of virtue^ 

O 4 ta 
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Serm. to epeourage it by his example, and fup* 
VIlI. port it by his authority and influence^ 
^^^^^'^and to be the kind inftrument of provi- 
dence in relieving and comforting his fel- 
low-creatures ; and for behaving well ia 
fo critical a ftation, and doing fo much 
good to human fociety, will be entitled 
to a greater reward. And even a ftate 
of poverty^ if it be borne with becoming 
patience and fubmifSon to the will of 
God, may be of great ufe, as it ipurcs us 
to laborious and felf-denying virfuc, to 
ftrength and firmnefs of refolution ; and 
confequently prepares for various fervices 
of great importance to mankind, which 
can't be expeded from any whofif minds 
are relaxed and enfeebled by a lon^ courfc 
of indolence and luxury, — who unejc^ 
perienc'd in difHculties, and tjiereforc 
jrighted at the profpeift of them. 

2. As poverty is attended with fuch 
(Jifad vantages with refpeft to the prafUce 
of virtue, we fhould be excited by this 
confideration to commiferate the cafe of 
|:he poor^ and relieve thepi according to 

our 
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lour abilities, that we may remove, at leaft Serm^ 
in fome degree, the temptations they are VIII^ 
jinder to vice and immorality. But v^yx-^ 

3. The chief ufe of all, is to moderate 
our paflion for riches and greatnefs : Such 
a ftation is much more dangerous, when 
perfons are raifed to it from a low condi- 
don, or moderate fortune, than to thofe 
who have been bred up in it : The fud- 
dennefs of the change, in one cafe, Jhoch 
men's tempers, and overfets their reafon ; 
whereas, in the other, they having been 
always accuftoni*d to it, the imprejfions it 
makes are not fo ftrong and fenfible. Be- 
fides the defire of fuperfluity is not a 

tural defire ; all can't have it indulged, 

and therefore ought not to be fct upon it : 
They flhiould rather confider what 'tis pro- 
per for perfons in their circumjiances to 
expeft, and be contented with that \ and 
not a^ire impatiently and eagerly after 
every diing, that the irregular cravings of 
an infatiate appetite may prompt them 
to. And from what has been faid ib 
largely in thisdjfcourfe^ncerning thedan? 
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Serm. g€r that attends worldly profpcrity; 
VIIL may fee abundant reafon not to envy thoie 
^^^"^ who are poflefe'd of it. For what is it 

we envy? why, perhaps ignorance^ 

vice, apd mifery^ under a glittering and 

pompous appearance, The envied cir- 

cumftances, which are lb highly the ob- 
ject of our admiration and defire, may 
have corrupted the virtue of thofe whom 
we think happy in the enjoyment of them, 
and, in confequence, have deftroyed their 
peace ; fo that they may languifh amidft 
all their plenty, and be diftracted with 
innumerable cares ; or elfe may be gay 
and thoughtlefe, or given up to riot and 
luxury. The generality of mankind are 
fuch wild and inconfiderate creatures, and 
examine fo little into the nature of things, 
that a fine outfide eafily deceives them y 
fo that they love^ and admire^ and con- 
fequently envy^ they know not what; 
Whereas, if they would weigh matters 
impartially, their reafon muft inform them, 
that, to fome tempers, the eafe^ lazinefsy 
and affluence of profperity will adminifter 

I num» 
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nooilwlcfs. temptations to vice and extra- Serm» 
iragan.ce ; and th^t, on the contrary, af- VIII, 
4i«a:ion5 may be-oiE gre^t ufe, when perfons VW 
can't be hvoxx^XXo conjideration^ or kept, 
in tolerable «r<fer, any other way: And. 
in fuch cafes they woul4 be led to think 
very differently from what they ufiially 
do, /. e. to look upon the feemng evil 
^ real goody and on proj^rity as a real 
evil, notwithftanding its flattering and de- 
ccitfiil appearances, Befides, did they 
compare their own entire cafe with that 
of the perfons whom they are fo apt to 
envy, they would often find the advan- 
tage to be on their own fide. For the 
outward gaiety and fplendor of profperity, 
if it has corrupted the hearts and man- 
ners of its poffeffors, is a great misfortune, 
in comparifon of moderate, nay even of 
affliSied circumftances of life, joined with 
a grave and confiderate mind, regular paf- 
fions, and a virtuous conduft: Add to 
this, that profperity, to thofe cfpecially 
who envy it.in others, is likely to be at- 
tended with the moft mifchievous and 

dCr 
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Serm defl:ru6liveconfequenccs. For what is the 
Vllt true objedt of their envy ? Is it the capa^ 

^^^^^^ city thofe perfons enjoy of doing more 
good to their fellow creatures ? No ! but 
the abundance^ honour^ P^^p% and luxury^ 
of fuch a ftation : And if they are ena- 
moured of thefe things, there is no ground 
to hope that they will guard againft any 
fajhtonable excefles, or abridge themfelves 
even of the mofl unmanly entertainments 
of a vain and luxurious age. 




SER. 
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The mifchiefs of flavilh complai- 
iance^ and cowardice. 



Prov. xxix. 25. former part. 
The fear of man hringeth a fnare.^ 

IIS wifely ordered by the Au-g^j^^^ 
thor of pur being, that every j^. ' 
pajjion of the foul may not^ 
only be of great ufc to us, if 
its natural delign and tendency be regu- 
larly purfucd, but is capable alfo, by be- 
ing perverted, of caufing much vexation 
and mifery to ourfelves, and injury to our 
fellow creatures : For this is a demonftra- 
I tioDp 
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Serm. tion, founded in nature, and ot)Vious id 
IX. the meaneft capacity, of the neceffitjr of 

Jh^^* ^Jelf -government^ and that fhould tal^c 
the utmoft care to keep ail otir afFedlibbs 
and appetites within thofe bounds, which 
the Creator hath prefcribed. Thus, for 
inftahcc, the "defire of happSifefsi and 
wrfion to pain and mifery, which works 
fo ftrongly in all mankind^ is evidently, 
in itfclf J of thie higheft advantage i btit if 
we form wrong notiotw of the happincfe 
which we ought ultimately to purfiie, and 
the evils we fliould chiefly avoid, it will 
as certainly prove fatal to us* Again, the 
palfibii o{ jhame^ is ari excellent preferva- 
tive from bafe and diflionourable a£tionsj 
and nothiri^ is a.ftrbnger guard and iecu- 
rity to our virtue and innocence than this^ 
whcii tfegulafly exfefclfed, ahci employed 
about proper objedfe ; bit i falfe fiatne^ 
whSch is influ^ericed fftore by the opinions 
and cuffloiiis of men, thaft by the eternal 
differences of things, a falfe jhanie thaf 
breaks oiir fpirits, aild makes ftich tame 
cowards of us, that we have not reiblu- 
tion enough to ftand up for the honour 
of God, and the immutable obligations 

- > of 



Digitized by Google 



complaifance^ and cowardice. 217 

of virtue ; nor, confequcntly, to aflert and Sei^m. 
maintain the dignity of our reafonable IX. 
nature 5 this, I fay, neceflarily deftroys ^^'^V^ 
every thing that is praife- worthy and ge- 
nerous in us, and muft betray us into in- 
numerable errors in pradice, which are 
not merely inconfiftent with integrity^ but 
will render us, to the laft degree, vile 
and contemptible. 

And the fame may be faid of fear : 
While it proceeds upon right principles, 
and is proportioned to the weight and mo- 
ment of the evils about which it is con- 
verfant,' it muft be calculated to ferve the 
moft beneficial purpofes, as it warns us 
where our greateft danger lies, and ftrong- 
ly prompts us to avoid it : But the cafe 
is quite otherwife when it forms imaginary 
dangers, and alarms with falfe terrors ; 
-—when fancy or corrupt pajfion^ and not 
the reafon of things, is the foundation and 

root of it; ^when we fear natural evils, 

which, under the direction of an all- wife 
providence, may be over-ruled for good, 
more than morale which tend neceffarily 
and invariably to the mifery and ruin of 
the rational creation ; and the ccnfures and 

frowns 
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Serm. frowns of men,whofe wifdom,power,aiid 
IX. duration is confined and limited^ more thaa 
^-^'V^ the difpleafure and vengeance of the Al- 
mighty and eternal God j for then our 
fears will infallibly turn us afide fron^ 
our duty, and be attended with moll 
pernicious confequences^ as for the iako 
of avoiding leffer and comparatively tri-* 
fling evils, we fhall run ourfelves upon 
others that are infinitely more dreadftd : 
Which (hews us the vaft importance of 
looking well to our principles of aftion^ 
and indeed of making this our firft and 
chief care j becai^fe if the prevailing /r/»- 
ciplei of our minds are corrupt and vi- 
llous, 'tis, in the nature of things, im-^ 
poffible that our praSiice fhould be vir- 
tuous and regular. Evil principles of ac- 
tion, as long as they are entertained and 
indulged, as neceflarily produce a wicked 
life, as any other caufes do their natu^ 
ral and immediate effeSis ; and therefore 
till they are corredted and altered, 'tis in 
vain to expedl any reformation in the 
outward condudt. This is the ground of 
Solomon's obfervation in the text, which 
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I now proceed to confider more particu- Serm. 
Jarly, in the following method. IX. 

I. 1 fliall fliew what we muft under- 
ftand by the fear of man. 

II. In what fcnfe it bringeth a fnare. 
And, 

III. Offer fome remedies againft it. 

I. I am to explain what we muft un- 
derftand by the fear of man. The fear of 
man I take in its largeft fenfe, not only 
as implying the fear of thofe pofitive e- 
vils and punifhments, which the power 
and vengeance of man can inflift, but a 
reverence of human authority, and cuf- 
toms, and a dread of the cenfures, and 
reproaches of our fellow-creatures. But 
that I may talk diftindly, and without 
confufion, upon this fubjedt, it may be 
jwoper briefly to (hew, that this phrafe, 
when it is ufcd, as in the text, in a m- 
minal fenfe^ muft be underftood with fome 
caution ^nd.Umifation. For, 

j/l. There is, undoubtedly a reverence 
due to human authority in all points that 
do not exceed the juft bounds of it : and 
Vol. I. P the 
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Serm. the paying this regard is abfohitely ne- 
IX. ceflary to hold the frame of civil focie- 
''"■"■'^^'"^ties together,, and prevent lawlefsriot and 
' confufion. In like manner there is ^ defe^ 

rence due to the innocent cujioms and 
fages of the world, and fingularity in fuch 
inftances, in oppofition to the unanimous 
opinion of our fellow-creatures, can be 
the effedl of nothing but weaknefs^ or ob-- 
Jlinacy : Such a conduct is as ridiculous^ 
as the complying, in things morally evil, 
would be wicked: 'Tis alfo utterly incon- 
fiftent with a facial fpirit, or with that 
temper of mind which is abfolutely ne- 
ceflary to anfwer the great end, for which 
men agreed, at firft, to enter into foci- 
ety. For the ends of fociety cannot be 
fecured but by mutual condefcenfion 
and refpedt, and compliahce and fub- 
miffion of the minor part, in things 
lawful, and which are entirely pf a civil 
nature, to the judgment and praftice of 
the majority ; and 'tis impoflible but peace 
and good order muft be deftroyed^ if all 
die members of it are Jiiff an* untrac- 
table. 

Again, 
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Again, as *tis natural for erery one wHoSerm* 
loves hinfifelf to defire the favour and IX. 
good opinion of his fellow- creatures, and ^^"^ 
his duty to cultivate and improve it by all 
jti/i and honourable methods, becaufe the 
quiet ai>d convenience of his life, and his 
ufefulnefs too, depends, ia a great mea- 
fore, on his reputation and character 
m the -world j he cannot help being 
fraid of cenfure and reproach, and ought 
to be folicitous to avoid (if poffible) its 
being fixed upon hira, or to deliver and 
clear himfelf from it. Provided he ftoops 
to nothing that is contrary to the prin- 
ciples of true honour, and virtue, fuch a 
concern is highly juft, and reafonable, 
and what no mje man can be without. 
And, on the contrary, men muft be of a 
temper quite ftupid, and deftitute of com- 
mon reflection, if they have no fear at 
all of public reproach and infamy^ and 
muft lofe, befides, what is in the nature 
of things (and therefore what muft ap- 
pear to be defigned as fiich by the greats 
author of nature) a very powerful reftraint 
from mean^ ungenerous^ and difgraceful 
pra£iic€s. 

P 2 3/ The 
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Serm. 3^. The principle of felJ-prefirDation 
IX. necei&rily excites in us a fear of thoie 
evils, which we have reafon to appre- 
hend from the power or malice of any of 
our fellow-creatures, and diredls to the 
life of all proper means for our own de- 
fence and fecurity. We are fo far from 
being obliged to have no care, or foUici- 
tude on this head, that we fhall be guilty 
of the utmoft raflinefs and folly, if we 
expofe ourfelves to their refentment un- 
necefl^rily, and run upon any fufFerings, 
which^ with honour and a good confci- 
ence, may be avoided. AW innocent, not 
excepting the moft artfi^l, compliances 
and evafions muft be ufed^ to fcreen our- 
felves from evils of this kind ; otherwife, 
inftead of being martyrs in a good caufe, 
we only fuffer the natural effeds of our 
own wilfulnefs and obftinacy. And final- 
ly, a dread of thofe punifliments which 
the civil magiftrate inflidls, for the pre^ 
fervation of mens natural rights, and the 
fecurity of their perfons and properties 
from unjuft violence, and to deter frona 
the commiflion of fuch vices as arc in- 
confiftent with the public peace and wel- 
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fare; this, I lay, is not only lawful, bc-SERM. 
cauie natural inconveniences and evils of 
all kinds cannot but be the objedl of our ^"^^V^ 
fear and averfion, but neceilary ; both z% 
the end of thcfc punifliments cannot be 
anfwered, nor confcqucntly, civil focie- 
ties fubfift, unlefs we are ftruck with ter- 
ror at the apprehcnfion of them, and be- 
cauie they are, in thenifelves, fit and 
reafonable, and no more than what the 
crimeSjfor which they are executed, ftrid- 
ly deferve. A man indeed, that fufFers, 
by unjuft human laws, for what is really 
praife -worthy, may fupport himielf with 
this refle<ftion, that he fuffers for the 
caufe of truth and virtue^ and being con* 
fcious of his integrity^ defy the power 
and cruelty of his perfecutors ; but he 
that can bear to think, without horror, 
of being deferoedly branded with public 
infamy, and cut olF as an enemy to foci* 
cty, and the good of mankind, mull have 
cxtinguilh'd his reaforiy and loft all re- 
mains of honour and ingenuity. 

Thus ^ then the fear of man may be 
defended and juftified. In fome of the 
inftances which have been mentioned, it 
P 3 
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SerxM. is, at leaft, lawful^ becaufe fonnded on 
IX. ^principles that human nature cannot 

^^^"'^^ throw off ; and in others virtuous^ and 
commendable: But it becomes criminal, 
when 'tis the ruling and predominant prin- 
ciple in our minds ; becaufe then it either 
fuppofes, that we look upon the ap- 
probation and favour of men as our fu- 
preme good, and upon the frowns, re- 
proaches and terrors of the world as the 
greateft evil that can befal us 5 or, at lead 
(as 'tis always the nature of that which 
is the prevailing principle, to over^rtde 
and controul all other principles) it will 
be too hard for the fear of God, bear 
down our natural fenfe of good and evil, 
and deftroy that prefence of mind, that 
conftancy and refolution, which is necef- 
fary to enable us to behave with honour 
to our nature, and fuitably to our rela* 
tions in which the alKwife Create hath 
placed us, and to overcome the difficul- 
ties a virtuous courfe. And from this 
ihort account of the finfiil fear of man 
which the text fpeak$ of, it will ealily 
appear in the 

zd. Place, 
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zd. Place, in what fenfe xlbringetb a^^ViVi. 
fnare^ which I prcxreed therefore to con- IX. 
lider. And not to inlift on many little ^^^^^^ • 
mean compliances, and 75wtf//?r inconveni- 
ences, to which it expofes men ; it throws 
temptations in their way which are likely 
to prevail fo far, as to deftroy all im- 
provements in true wifdom and virtue. 
For, 

ifi. Let us fuppofe a man, under the 
influence of this Jkpvijh principle engaged 
in icarches after truth ; what profi- 
ciency is it poffible for him to make? 
If he has an extravagant veneration for 
human authority y nothing muft be received 

but what has that Jlamp upon it. If 

he aims at being popular ^ and dreads ill 
will and cenfore, no truths can be admit- 
ted but fuch as are fajhionablcy and have 
the ciHTent character and reputation of 
orthodoxy. The odious names of Infidel 
and Heretic will frighten him from pro- 
ceeding in his enquiries, and calling in 

qucftion the common fiandard. Or if 

he is awed by the vengeance of civil pow- 
er, and the terrors of this world, this 
muft raife an unconquerable averfion in 
P 4 his 
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Serm. his mind againft all truths, that may cx- 
IX. pofe him to danger and Suffering, 

^■"""^ In order to the making improvements 
in divine knowledge, 'tis abfolutely ne- 
ceflary that the mind be free^ calm^ and 
unruffled^ under no reftraint^ or terror 
otherwrife it Mrill be referv^d and partial : 
There muft be no corrupt pajjion to dark- 
en the underftanding, nor private interejl 
to miflead and pervert it. But the man 
we are fpeaking of is held in ftrong fet- 
ters ; his fears dijira£l and confound him ; 
he fees difficulties and difcouragements on 
every fide, and but one fafe path to walk 
in, even the old beaten track chalk'd out 
by authority, which is the only way to 
that efteem, applaufe, and favour, which 
he fo ardently purfues, and to avoid that 
difgrace, and thofe fufFerings, which are, 
of all things, moft terrible to his imagi- 
nation.' And being thus en/lav^d^ is it 

to be C3^pe6led that he fhould exercife im- 
partiality afid freedom of thought ? 

Where the light is fo offenfive^ is it not 
highly probable that the eyes of the mind 
will be (hut againft it ? — ^Tis difficult e- 
vcn for men who are influenced by more 

rational 
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rational and noble principles, and have aSERM. 
virtuous turn of mind, to maintain an IX. 
unbiafs'd and fteddy purfuit of trath,^^^'^^'^ 
when the w^orld frowns upon it, and 
loads it with reproaches and perjecutions ; 
but to him, who is ready to facrifice eve- 
ry thing to his reputation and worldly 
intereft, it muft be abfolutely impojfihle^ 
LfCt us fuppofe, however, that, notwith- 
ftanding his fears, he may be impartial 
in his fearches after truth 5 the cafe will 
be very much the fame, with refpeft to 
the good refulting from it, as if they en- 
tirely fupprefs'd his enquiries. For, 

2dlyy This principle will infallibly pre- 
vail with him in times of difficulty and 
danger, either to conceal^ or deny it. 'Tis 
as great an abfurdity to cxpeft, that one 
who is difpirited by worldly fears fhould 
be a confejjbr and martyr for true religi- 
on, as that a coward fliould be brave and 
valiant. The fearful and unbelievingy or, 
at leaft, the rejefters of true religion, 
when it is opprefs'd and perfecuted, are 
therefore juftiy joined together in fcripture, 
becauie they are in the nature of things, 
infeparable : For the prevailing concern 

of 
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Serm. of iuch perfons is to avoid that which is 
IX. * the ofcgcfl: of their fears, and, confequcnt* 

"^^""^ every thing elfe muft give way to it. 
So that the diredk confeqiiencc of this 
deftruiStive principle is infincerity, and the 
making Jhipwreck of faith ^ and a good 
confeience ; and if it had fway*d in Chriflr 
and his apoftles, and the prinsiitive dif- 
ciples, Chriftianity could never have been 
propagated in the world ; and ihould it 
univerfally prevail in future ages, man- 
kind muft for ever remain in their igno- 
rance and errors, without a poffibility of 
a reformation. 

But this is not the worft efFed: of it ; 
for it leads men even to reinle and banter 
the truth,— Whence, elfe, do many of the 
profane feoffs^ that are thrown out againft 
religion, proceed, but from this fource ? 

The perfons who make ufe of 'em 

cannot, generally, be fufpeiSed of banter- 
ing Chriftianity, upon being convinced 
that 'tis in itfelf ridiculous, becaufe they 
never examined it, or confider'd the pre- 
tenfions on which its authority is found- 
ed. -They want either capacity^ ac 

inclination^ or botb^ for fuch an enquiry, 

The 
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The thing is attended with i^^-Serm. 
culty^ and requires fomewhat of thought^ IX. 



which they are ftrangers and enemies to,^ 
and cannot bear the fatigue of. But to 
be a mtj and to be fafinonable in the 
companies they frequent, is a mudi eafier 
thing. 'Tis but getting the laugh againft 
rev^elation, by throwing out a dull com^ 
mon-place jeft againil ity and liie bufinefs 
is done. Tho*, as an ingenious author ♦ 
obferves, a very little fenfe^ with a good 
i^al of mce and ill nature^ will qualify 
a man for this kind of fetire. I fhall 
conclude what I have to fey concerning 
thefc unthinking little critics with this fin- 
gk remark ^ that how much Ibever they 
may magnify their own abilities, and bil 
puflfed up for being thought pcrfons of tt^ 
fin'd reafon, and uncommon penetration, 
by fuch as are no wifer than themfelves^ 
they really a<ft a very foolifh part, in a- 
bufing and ridiculing things facred, only 
becauie diey do not underjland them, and, 
for the fake of a light v^nton piece of 
drollery, ha^ardiqg the falvation of theif 
immc^tai fouls. 



But 



♦ ArfbbiJhop TiHotfon. 
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Serm. But to proceed. The flavifti fear of 
IX. man will have the fame malignant in- 

^'^''^^'^^flucnce upon our morals, ^ it has been 
ihewn to have, in its direft tendency, 
upon our faith: For when it is rifen to 
fuch a height, as to over-rule the didates 
of natural confcience, and entirely to de- 
ftroy the ftrength and conftancy of our 
minds, we are an ealy prey to every 
temptation, and lie open to the moft 
defperate and abandoned wickednefs : Its 
tendency to an immoral pradtice appears^ 
in part, from what has been already iaid, 
wherein it has been fliewn, that in diffi- 
cult and difcouraging times, it leads men 
to conceal, or deny, the truth, and, con- 
fequently, to dijfimulation and bypocriff ; 
but this, being a matter of great impor- 
tance, deferves to be more particularly 
and fully illuffarated. 

Let us fuppofe, then, a perfon of this 
charadter to live in very corrapt times, 
when virtue is unpopular^ and labours un- 
der difgrace, and vice is prevailing and 
fajhionable : He dreads the reproaches of 
the multitude, and yet thefe he is fure 
to meet with if he puriues a virtuous 

courfe 
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courfe of life ; what thei> can be exped- Serm« 
ed bat that he will give himfelf up to all 
the extravagancies of the and fall in^*^^ 
with the common degeneracy ? The charge 
of Jingularity^ and the odium that attends 
it, will be more than iiifficient to coon-* 
terbalance his weak inclinations towards 
virtue, and to nuke him as heartily and 
univerfally vicious as the reft of his neigh- 
bours 5 tho* it be, really, our glory to be 
Jingular in aflcrting the honour of our 
Maker, and vindicating the law of our 
reafonable nature, which is of the moft 
iacred and indifpenfable obligation, and a 
caule of the higheft importance ; and the 
utmoft pitch of madnefs to debafe our 
excellent feculties, and make ourfelves 
milcrable, only bccaufe others are io fran^ 
tic as to do the like, and to avoid the 
imputation of objlinate and unmannerly 
precifenefs. 

, Again, if it be a man's favourite 
fcheme to acquit himfelf to the polite 
world, and he dreads their contempt as 
the greateft of all misfortunes 5 what 
is the natural confcquence ? Why, that 
if thefe pretenders to politcncfs arc dif- 
folv'd in effeminacy^ zndmzkfi luxury and 

riot 
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Se!Bm« riot the cbaraflcriftic of a fine gentle- 
IX* man, he muft Umnediately refign hitn<* 
up to the gratification of his appetites, 
and to all the imdijh vices* And, accord-^ 
ingly, tho* it be indeed (hocking and 
BKxnftrous, and greadjr to the difgrace of 
the preient a^, there arc too many, who, 
fi-om ^ falfe modefiy^ and bccaufe they 
will not be rude as to contradi<a thd 
general humour of their company, are 
guilty of extravagancies which they have 
a fecret abhotrence of ; and fome, 'tis to 
be feared, who, to i^ife their charafter 
for debauchery, and, confequently, for 
an elegant tafie^ boaft of vices that they 
iiever committed. ^ ■ > Alas, where is 
the reajbn of mankind, where their be- 
coming fenfe of the digiiity of human 
nature, when they can glory in what is 
the reproach and ftiame of it ; and en- 
deavour to fupport the , reputation, not 
merely of being men^ but the moft r^- 
Jin'd part of the ^cies, on fuch a<ftion8, 
as fink 'em below the rank of brute crea- 
tures ! For, in truth, as fuch perfons will 
not think for themfelves, they ought to 
be told, that vice and'wickednefs of aH 
kinds is the greatcft abufe and vio/enee 

I that 
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tliat can be ofFer'd to their rational fa-SfiRM. 

culties; that there cannot he a fine IX. 

gentleman without gwd fenfe and a juft ^^'^^^ 
difcemment of things, at kaft, not with- 
out true honour, which is infeparablc frona 

virtue ; that bldfpheming the efta- 

bdifli'd religion of their country, and thofe 
things which all confiderate and fober 
men highly value and reverence, is a 
very mean accomplifhment, and wliat not 
only a ferious Deijl, but even a down- 
right Atheift, who has any knowledge of 
the world, and any notion of right be- 
haviour, may be afham'd of y ■ and* 
that a jingular auhward drefs, an imper- 
tinent trifling gaiety , and a tboughtlefs un- 
meaning conduft, will not atone for a 
violation of thofe eflential rules of civility 
and decency. Let me add, that all the 
vices, into which the evil principle men- 
tioned in the text betrays thofe who are 
governed by it, argue the utmoft bafenefo 
of fpirit, and confequently both they^ 
and the principle from whence they jm*o-^ 
ceed, are as inconfiftent with the cha- 
radler of a hero, and a man of true hbnouri 
as they are with that of a g6od chrijiian. 

To 
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Serm, To conclude this bead, if it be our 
IX. ultimate view to fccure the countenance * 

^"^^"^^ and favour of perfons in authority^ and 
avoid their difpleafure, this likewife will 
fiibjedl us to many fnares and inconve- 
niences. The laws indeed of all well 
regulated focieties are favourable to vir- 
tue, and pointed at vice and immorality : 
But notwithftanding this, the ftate of 
things may be, and oftentimes is fo cor- 
rupt, that vicious compliances are necef- 
:^ry to obtain the good-will of our fupe. 
riors ; and when this is the cafe, the 
man who is determined, at all adventures, 
to fecure their approbation, and avoid 
their frowns, muft be eafily captivated 
and feduc'd: He muft, and probably 
will, be a companion with them in lux- 
ury and prodigality, lie and diflemble, 
flatter their vanity, and be the inftrument 
of their ambition, covetoufiiefs, and un- 
lawful pleafures. So that, in every view 
of it, the flavifti fear of man has an evi- 
dent tendency to corrupt our integrity, 
and leads to the moft hurtful and deftruc- 
tive vices. 

But it may be faid, there is ftill this 
advantage, that when authority, power, 
2 and 
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and intereft are on the fide 6f true rcli-SERM. 
gion and virtue, this principle will as IX. 
cfFe(aually excite to a love and reverence ^^'^^^^ 
of thefey as it will, in contrary circum- 
ftances, to immorality and wickednefs. It 
muft be owi^*d it will to outward appear- 
ance. But this defireable ftate of things 
is likely to happen but feUlom, the gene- 
rality of the world being too frequently in 
the wrong, with relpcdt both to their 
opinions and practices; or if it fliould 
happen, men would entirely lofe the me^ 
rit of their aflfeded concern and zeal for 
virtue and piety, becaufe of motives from 
which it flows. For nothing can render 
either our enquiries after truth, or the 
performance of religious duties properly 
laudable, but their being the matter of 
our free choice ^ and our afting from fuch 
difpofitions, as have a tendency to the 
fame condud: in all circumfrances. And 
that virtue, on the contrary, can be worth 
but little, which in times of profpcrity, 
and when it is countenanced and upheld 
by the influence of authority, and by 
public favour, only feems to flourifb, and 
does not fpring from its genuine principles j 
but fades and languilhes, and entirely dif- 
Vol. I. Q^. appears. 
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Serm. appears, as loon as 'tis brought to a trial 
IX. Having thus confider'd the fnares and 
temptations, fatal to religion and finccrity, 
which attend the fear of man^ when it is 
a predominant and governing pafQon. I 
proceed. 

In the third and lafl place, to o&r ^ 
fome remedies againft it. And, 

ifi. Let us maintain and improve in 
our minds a ftrong fenfe of the neceffarjr 
diflference between* good and evil. For 
if we are firmly convinced, that there is 
a fixed and eternal law for the condud 
of all rational beings in the nature of 
things, which cannot be altered by cujlm 
and opinion^ nor by any authority what- 
foevcr, no not by that of God himfelf, 
we lhall not be eafily perfuaded to vio- 
late the rules of our duty, upon any coa- 
fiderations. Men who think loofely may 
be apt to imagine, that the obligations of 
virtue are not fo ftridl and indifpenfable ; 
and perhaps, that God will excufe a devi- 
ation ^rpm 'em, when ^ey are forced to 
it by reproaches and perfecutions : But 
had they enquired into the true grounds of 
morality, they would have found that its 
obligation is itmnatabk,^and confequently, 
* ^ • - - that 
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tfiat where there is a 'y/ilfal departure from Se ri^* 
it, nothing can pfolSbly recommend us to 

IX. 

the divine favour. And thus a more ^'^^^^^^ 
fteddy regard to religion would prevail^ 
and the fear of man proportionably 
decreafe. To this remedy againft it, let 
us add, 

2dly^ A becoming fenfe of the dignity 
of our nature. This can only be fup^ 
ported by an inflexible adherence to the 
rules of virtue and true goodnefs; but, 
by improving in thefe, we are capable of 
advancing to a GW-//>^ perfedtion. .And 
lhall we difhonour and oblcure our ra- 
tional powers, by enflaving 'em to vice 
and wickednefs? This thought, made 
habitual to our minds, would fuftain our 
refolution againft all the terrors of the 
world 5 this thought, I fay, that we have 
the honour to be formed after the image 
of God, and that as long as we maintain 
our moral rectitude, we continue to r^- 
femble him 5 and, cfpecially, that by be^ 
ing fted:^ft in our duty, in fpite of all op- 
pofitions and difcouragements, we imitate 
the greateft and mod exalted part of his; 
charailer^ his conjlant and invariable good- 
nefs. 

QL2 3^6^> 
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S£RM. ^dfyy Againft the vice pointed at in the 
IX. text, the wife man advifes as a remedy, 

^^^^^^in the latter part of the verfe, trujl in 
God: the fear of man bringeth a fnare^ 
hut nvhofo putteth his trujl in the Lord^ 
Jhall be faje. For if we firmly believe 
the wifdom and goodnefs of his over- 
ruling providence, that he orders all 
things for the beft, and with a defign to 
promote the general happinefs 5 and that 
all the evils we fufFer for righteoufnefs 
fake will be abundantly compenfated, and 
turn, in the end, to our unfpcakable ad- 
vantage; this ought, in reafon, to mo- 
derate our fears, compofe the hurry and 
diforder of our minds, and reconcile us 
to all events. And accordingly, we find 
this, ferene and pious difpofition in the 
holy Pfalmifiy who exprefles himfelf thus, 

Pf xxvii ^^^^ fecurity and triumph : The 

'Lord is my lights and my fahation^ whom 

Ff.cxviii c^^^^ J fear ? The Lord is the Jlrength of 
my life^ of whom fhall 1 be afraid? and 
again, the Lord is on my fide^ I will not 
fear what man can do unto me. 
^ Finally, as the moft effectual remedy 
againft the fear of man, let us cultivate 
a fupreme reverence of God. Thefe two 

. arc 
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are abfolutely inconfiftent, and cannot Serm. 
fiibfift together : For as the fear of man IX* 
deftroys our due regard to the divine ma- '""^^^^ 
jcfty, the true fear of God will limits and 
reduce within reafonable bounds, the 
dread of our fellow creatures. Let us, 
therefore, by frequent meditation, fix in 
our minds a lively idea of his abfolute 
pcrfedtion. Let us contemplate his fpot- 
lefi holinefi, ftridt impartial juftice, infi- 
nite power, and boundlefs wifdom, in or- 
der to excite the higheft poffiblc awe and 
veneration of him. Let us fcrioufly con- 
fider that he is the Author of our being, 
and of every thing we enjoy, that we are 
neceflarily dependent upon him, that our 
happinefs and mifery are entirely in his 
power, who has univerfal nature at his 
command, and is the fovereign uncon« 
troulable difpofer of all events s and, con- 
fequendy, that his fevour is our lifcy and 
his difpleafure the moft dreadful of all 
evils. And if we are afraid of the re- 
proaches of ignorant, prejudiced and finfiil 
men, how much more ftrongly fhould we 
be concerned to prevent his having an ill 
opinion of us, who is the greateft and bcft 
of bemgs, and whofe judgment is always 
0^3 accord- ^ 
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Serm. ^cording to truth, certain and infallible ? 
IX. To conclude, the wifdom of God is ca- 

^^^^^^pablc of contriving, and his power of exe- 
cuting vengeance infinitely more terrible 
on impenitent linners, than any thing they 
can undergo in the prefent ftate 5 and 
whereas the fcene of all the tyranny and 
oppreflion which we can fuffer from our 
fellow-creatures,!S confined within the nar- 
row compafs of this mortal and uncertain 
cxiftencc, he has an unchangeable and end- 
lefs life^ and, confequently, can not only 
punifh in what degree^ but to what length 
of duration he pleafcs. Our Saviour's ad- 
vice, therefore, is certainly very juft and 

Mat X.28 ''^fonable ; not to fear them 'who kill the 
body^ but are not able to kill the foul ; but 
rather to fear him, who after having made 
perverfe and irreclaimable ojSenders mife- 

" table, in fuch a meafure, and for fo long 

a period, as the wife ends of his govern- 
ment require, can abfolutely deftrofbotb 
foul and body in hell. 



SER- 
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SERMON X. 

Rules for the profitable reading 
the Holy Scriptures. 



John v. 39. 
Search the Scriptures. — 

S mankind are endued withSERM. 
moral powers, and confc- X. 
quently accountable creatures, 
itneceflarily follows, that they 
had always a law or rule of adion fuf- 
jicient to diredt their condudt. The ori- 
ginal and univerfal law was what we 
call the law, or religion of nature : This 
Q_4 their 




Digitized by Google 



2^1 Rules for the profitable reading 

Serm. their reafon was capable of difcovering ; 
X. and it would have taught them, if they 

^""""^^^ l^ad corifulted, and carefully attended to it, 
the being and perfedions of God, his pro- 
vidential government of the world, the 
duties they owed to him, and one ano- 
ther, and which related to the right go- 
vernment of their afFeftions and appetites ; 
and, in fhort, how to behave in tfie va- 
rious circumftances and relations of hu- 
man life. In like manner, it would have 
fiirnifhed proper motives to a regular and 

virtuous condudt, from the excellency 

of virtue in itfelf ; its neceflary ten- 
dency to the perfedion and happincfs of 
human nature, and the good of focietyj — 
and by givbg a well grounded hope, in 
fome way or other worthy his infinite wif- 
dom, and concern for the reftitude and 
order of the moral world, of the fpecial 
protedtion and favour of their Creator, and 
fupreme Governour. 

But notwithftanding this wife provi- 
fion, by the natural light planted in every 
man's mind, the world became, in fad, 
grofdy and almoft umverfally d^przv^ 

ran 
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ran into deplorable ignorance of God ; in- Serm, 
to childifh and very diftionourable con- X. 
captions of his nature and attributes ; in-^"*"^^ 
to idolatry ; and an abfurd, hurtful, and 
cndlcfs fuperftition ; and their RELI- 
GION corrupted their morals. ' Twas 
not bccaufe their reafon was, in itfelf^ 
infufficient to diredt to better fentiments 
of things, but becauie it was not im- 
proved and cultivated. However, as man- 
kind was really thus corrupted, and had 
loft, in a great meaibre, the knowledge 
of the true religion of nature, the ex- 
pediency and ufefulneis of a revelation 
was not at all the lefs, merely becaufe 
reafon, if rightly exercifed, was capable 
of diicovering all the^neceflary principles 
of morality; nay, indeed, the advantage 
of k is altogether as evident, as it would 
have been, if men were uaavoidaify igno- 
rant of the great troths of religion. For 
how they came to be out of the way is 
not the queftion, whether it proceeded 
from a defeA in their natural powers, or 
from v^t o£ attention, and not ufing 
theie powers as they ought ; in both cafes, 
'ds cer^y tkty needed to be ki r^ht a- 

gain. 
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Serm. gam, and recovered to ^ jiift fenfe of their 
X. duty, and happinefs: And accordingly 
^■^^V^ God was plcafed gracioully to interpofc, 
and give a rerclation iuited to the cir^ 
ctmfiances and nccejfities cf an ignorant 
and degenerate world : But tho* this re- 
velation was an unfpeakable privilege at 
firfi^ by puttii^ a ftop to fuperftition and 
wickednds, and diffiifing light and know- 
ledge amongft men ; tho' it may Jtill be 
of the utmoft u&, to the bulk of man- 
kind, as a fianding ruk^ by fupplying 
them conftantly with proper thoughts, 
whidb is what the common people, in all 
ages, have moft wanted^ and preicribing a 
plain, intelligible, and compleat rule of 
morals \ notwithftanding, I fay, that a re* 
relation is fo deiireable a bleffing, and 
may anfwcr fuch valu^le purpofes, 'tis 
certain that men may pervert it, as well 
as extinguiih their reaibn ; and that if it 
be negledted, and not examined into with 
care and impartiality, it will be, jufl: as 
that natural light was, and is at prdenC, 
in the mc^e ignorant and fuperilitious 
parts of the w6rld, dark and ufeUJs : Of 
which the monftrous corruptions of chri- 
ilianity in Popijh countries, equal to any 
I cor- 
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mptioAs of imtiiral religion in themoftSERM* 
barbarous Heathen nations^ are a notori- X. 
ous and unan(werable jwoof. v,Or^ 

'Tis indeed a principle of Aeir faith, 
that th^ common people are not to exa- 
mine into their religion ; but take it im-^ 
pticitly from die church : And it muft be 
allowed, that this is a neceflary principle 
to eftablifh anticbrijlian tyranny over the 
confciences of men, and fupport fchemes 
of dofeine which bid defiance to reafon, 
and are inconMent with the whol^ de- 
fign and tenour of revelation : Thefe 
things will not bear the light, nor ftand 
a free and impartial trial, and therefore 
are flieltered under the covert of ignorance 
and darknefs. But can any thing be more 
abfurd than fuch a condu<ft as this ? Does 
it not derogate, in the higheft degree, from 
the excellency and perfedlion of the (crip* 
tures ? is it not a very unworthy and in- 
jurious refledlion <mi the wiidom and good* 
nefe of God ? nay, does^ it not entirely de- 
ftroy all the ends and ufcs of the Chrifti- 
an revelation ? 

'Twill be needlefe to enter into a large 
jH'oof of thefe things in any nation where 
light and A'^^r^ prevails, and peribns have 

ajuft 
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Serm. a juft notion of their rights, either as men^ 
X. or as CbriJHans. For if God gives any 

''■^^V^ revelation at all, the common fenfc of 
mankind determines, that it muft, in all 
eiS^ntial and important branches of it^^ be 
a plain and eafy rale ; obvious to the ca- 
pacities of all for whofe benefit it is de- 
iigned. For what is the end of a revela- 
tion ? Is it not to inftraft the ignorant, and 
confeqnendy to lay down plain principles 
for direding and regulating their beha^- 
our ? Or is it to amuie and confound their 
minds yet more with deep fubtilties^ with 
perplexed and intricate fpeculadons ? A re- 
velation that is not intelligible is as much a 
contradidion^as to iay darkneis is light. And 
there is an unanfwerable force in the com« 
mon argument ufed upon this occafion, 
either that God could not reveal himlelf 
clearly in thofe points which are of the 
greateft confequence to nunkind^or that he 
would not: The former of thefe reflects up- 
on his wifdom^ the latter on his goodnefs ; 
fo that either way, the fuppofition is un- 
worthy of God, and diQionourable to his 
perfedlions ; fince it rcprcfents him as a 
very ^iveak^ or elfe as a capricious iU^na* 
tur'd being, who intended not to afiUt, 

but 
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but bewilder his creatures, and lead thetnSERM. 
into a maze of uncertainty and confuiion. X. 

Again, a revelation that is dangerous ^■^""^^ 
to be read, and can't be trufted to the rea- 
fon and judgment of mankind, that needs 
to be illujlrated^ correSIed^ or fuppUed by 
a limng infallible oracky and judge of con-- 
troverfieSy is altogether as infigniiicant as 
no revelation at all. If men have a Jiand-- 
ing rule to have recourfe to, 'tis, at leaft, 
pebble, that if they fcrioufly confider and 
iearch into it, they may frame juft no- 
tions of things, a rational fcheme to ad: 
upon : But if they are bUndly to follow 
their fpiritual guides, and fwallow all 
their dodbines implicitly^ they are liable 
to endlefs impoftures 5 and can have no 
guard againft the moft Jiupid enthufiafm^ 
nor even againft irreligion itfel£ 

Finally, a revelation dcfigned for gene^ 
ral ufe, which is evidently the cafe of the 
Chriftiah, muft be chiefly calculated for • 
the bulk of mankind, and adapted to 
their capacities. The ingenious and thinks 
ing part have, in every age, been a very 
few ; and the generality, perfons of little 
refleBion^ who muft be inftrudlcd in the 
moft eafy and ^miliar manner, and taught 

their 
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Sbrm* their duty with the greateft piaimieis and 
X. fimpUcity. To aflcrt therefore that the 

^^^'"^'^fcriptures a^e obfcure^ and unintelligible, 
full of myftcry and darknefs, renders 
them quite ufele^ as aa univerfal ruk ; 
and confequently defeats the very end of 
their being Written, which Vfzs general 
inftrudion : And to deny tl^ reading of 
them to the common people h to deny it 
to thoie, fbr^ whofe benefit they were 
more diredly and immediately intended. 
This is the maniieft reafon of the thing. 

Agreeably hereto, we find the fcrq>« 
ture kielf is fo fitr firom debarring the 
people df this right, that it in/ift% Qpoft 
it, and encmrages it in the ftron^ft terms. 
There are no diftinSicms of perfons, fbme 
to lead^ and others abfilutely to fabmit 
to their interpretations and decifions ^ but 
the exhortations and inftrudions are ge- 
neral. They were not the Scribes and 
PbarifeeSy and DoShrs of the kw, but 
the common Jort of Jews to whom our 
iaviour iaid in the text, fearcb tbe fcrip^ 
tares ; nay, whom he fuppofes not cmly 
capable of underftanding the plain doc- 
trines and laws of the Old Teftament, but 
the more obfcure and intricate parts of it» 

the 
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£bt prophecies relating to the Mefliah;$SRM« 
fearcb the fcriptures^ they are they that X. 
teftify of me : And this the people cf ^"^"^^ 
Berea are greatly a>nunended, wa;. fijr 
not believing the ApoiUes tbemfelves im^ 
plicitly, but fearcbing the fcriptures dai^ AOs xvii. 
fy^ whether tbefe things were fo. This**' 
pra^ice of theirs is reprefented as the 
tnark of a noble and ingenuous mind; 
whereas the contrary fprings from abjedt 
and flaviih prejudice. In like manner St. 
Paul ipeaks of timothy ^ and defcribes it 
as what had been of great advantage to 
him, that from a child he bad known the 2 rim. i. 
holy fcriptures. And of thofe fan^ fcrip- 
tures he fiiys, that they were able to make\^[^^ 
him wife unto fahation ; and again, all 
fcripture is profitable for doSlrinCy for re- ^j]' 
proof for^ correSion, for injiru^ion in 
rigbteoufhefs, that the man of God may 
be perfeSfy thoroughly furnifhed unto all 
good works. Now if it was the duty of 
all to fearch into the Jewifh fcriptures, 
and even into dark prophecies, the com- 
mon, people muft certainly be proper 
judges of^ and confequently obliged to ex- 
amine into, the plain fa£ts, dodrines, and 
moral precepts of Chriftianity, • Nay, it 

can't 
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Serm. can*t be reconciled to the. wifdom of God; 
X. to fuppofe, that the and moft ^r^^^ 

^^^^^^ revelation of his will is not alfo the clear^ 
ejl and fuUeft ; ot that the fame charac- 
ters of being frojUahle for do^rine^ re- 
proofy correSion^ and infiruSion in rigb-- 
' teoufnefiy which render it fit to be peru- 
fed and ftudied by all, do not belong to 
that in a much higher degree, than they 
did to 2, preparatory revelation of inferior 
confequence, and more limited extent. 

And as the right of all the people to 
learch the fcripturcs is evident, founded 
in reafon, and ftrongly afferted in re- 
velation itfelf ; fo are the. advantages of 
it. — Reading the Scriptures with feriouf- 
nefs and diligence, is the natural Mray for 
men to form a confijlent and rational 
fcheme of belief and pradlice, juft no- 
tions of God, and of the extent of religi- 
ous and moral obligations : By this means, 
they will have a Jlrait^ eafy rule to go by, 
and build their hopes of happinefs upon a 
folid foundation : Whereas the want of it 
has introduced incomprebenfible and fenfe- 
lefs articles of faith, dodrines prejudicial 
to morality y dark and gloomy notions of 
I God, 



Digitized by Google 



the Hol)^ Stripturei. ' 251 

Ood, and fears deftruftivC of Sermw 

the peace and comfort of men's minds. — X. 
Reading the fcriptures with impartiality, 
will inlpire fincere and honeft minds with 
bumamiy and benevolence^ with modera^ 
Hon and forbearance in lefler differences s 
But the negledt of it occafions hot and an- 
gry xontroverfies, blind and violent dif-- 
putes, and a zeal without knowledge ot 
difcretion. — ^Again^ by this means com- 
mon Chriftians will bettar underftand the 
grounds of their faith, and confequcntly 
be more firmly eftabliflied in it : They 
will be more fiilly acquainted with the 
intrinfic excellence of the dodtrines of 
Chriftianity, and the ftrength and force of 
its external evidence ; and fo be believers^ 
not upon the foot of tradition and autho- 
rity\ which confirrtis all religions equally, 
but upon rational conviction and choice : 
They will alfo find it much more eafy to 
detedt the fophiftry and falfe reafoning 
of its adverlaries ) whofe practice 'tis (and 
in that they muft foon be difcovered by 
fuch as ftudy the fcriptures) to expofe and 
argue againft the corruptions and extrava- 
gancies of party-fchemes as true Chrifti- 
anity. v 

Vol. I- R But 
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S£RM. Bat the greateft motive of all to ^ di^ 
X, ligent fearch of the holy Scriptures, is 

^"^^^^ that mentioned in the text, that in them 
we believe we have eternal life : Therein 
we have an afliirance of a happy immor^ 
tality, as the reward of true piety and 
virtue, which to reaibn is very obfcure 
and doubtful at leaft, if at all probable^ 
Reaibn nuy difcover ibmething, in gene^ 
raly of a future ftate of rewards, but gives 
very little ground to expert that they will 
be eternal: This is the unfpeakabk gift 
of God through our Lord JefiisChrift. 
As therefore the goipel is the only lure 
foundation we have of this glorious hope, 
we Ihould read it frequently icfc the £tif- 
£idtion and comfit of our minds, and 
carefully examine upon what terms we 
may hope to be entitled to it : This is 
the mbft important intereft of our being, 
and fliould therefore be the chief objedt 
of our ftudy. An error here may be 
of fatal confequence, which renders our 
iitmoft diligence ncceflary. And as thefe 
lacred writings contain the rule by which 
we (hall be judged, and have our eternal 
condition determined, need any thing be 
added to excite us to fearch into them 

with 
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i¥kh the grcatcft exadnefs, as for theSERM* 
moft excellent and beneficial knowledge ; X. 
and with the greateft impartiality, that 
we may not be impofed on in fo high and 
tnomentoiis a concern. Indolence or ne*. 
gligence, in this great pointy is certainly 
moft unaccountable and unpardonable ftu- 
pidity. But I muft content myfelf with 
juft mentioning fhefe things, that I may 
proceed to what I chiefly defign'd, and 
judge to be the moft ufeful part of a diA^ 
courfe on this fubjeft, viz. to lay down 
fome rules for the profitable reading the 
fcriptures. By not obferving thefe rules 
meii have loft all the advantages of this 
ftudy 5 and befides from hence haVe rifert 
all thofe inconveniencies, which have beeni 
reprefented as the natural confequence of 
allowing the ufe of them to the common * 
people, and urg'd as arguments againft it. 

The firft thing that I would recommend 
is, that \ve come to the fearch with honeft 
and unprejudiced minds. In order to the 
finding out truth in the gfeat points that 
relate to moral pra<Sice, tin acute under^ 
funding is not fo neceffary as d fincen 
upright hedrt ; and even the plainnefs of 
the mle itfelf does not contribute more 
R 2 towards 
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3erm. towards it, ih^Lti integrity and impartial 
X. lity in thofe who are to be guided by it. 

^''^^'^^ Prejudice will pervert and darken the 
plaineft rule. And therefore if men ap- 
ply to the ftudy of the Scriptures with 
minds prepoffefs'd in favour of any parti- 
cular fcheme ^ if they take it for granted, 
before they have examined, that this is 
the religion of the bible ; all they have to 
do is, in the beft manner they can, to 
accommodate Scripture to it. By their be- 
ing thus pre-determined, all farther light 
is precluded 5 paflages of Scripture arc 
ftrained, and tortured, and darkened by 
unnatural comments I becaufe men learch 
the Scripture not to find out the fenfe of 
thaf^ but to make it fpeak tbeir own 
fenfe. But, on the contrary, if their minds 
are free and difengaged, and they have no 
concern but for truth, the rule of Scripture 
is fo plain in all eflcntial points, that they 
can hardly, with an ordinary degree of 
judgment, miftake it. In the natural 
courfe of things, fuch an honeft ingenuous 
temper, diverted of all prejudice, all at- 
tachment to favourite opinions, will lead 
to the knowledge of every neccflary truth, 
and fecure from dangerous and hurtful er- 
rors: 
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rors 1 'Tis indeed the furcft ground- work Se rm. 
and foundation of proficiency in divine X. 
knowledge 5 without which, the greateft^"'^^'^ 
abilities will ferve but to confound and 
puzzle a man the more, as they furnifli a . 
thouland little evafions, and help him to 
give plaufible colours to falfliood, and 
conlequendy will carry him fo much the 
fiirther from the end propofed. 

2dly^ In all our fearches into Scripture, 
let us keep this rule conftantly in view, 
that revelation is founded on reafon^ and 
natural religion 5 and therefore that none 
of the peculiar dodbrines of reveaPd reli- 
gion can fiibvert that, or contradidt any 
of its principles. The religion of nature 
is eternal, immutable truth, of certain and 
indifpenlable authority, and, confequent- 
ly, can't be fuperfeded, or, in the leaft, 
altered by external revelation : And if 
men had always thought of this, they 
would never have entertained opinions, 
upon a pretended fcripture warranty dif* 
honourable to God, and deftrudtive of the 
very firft principles of morality : They 
would never, for inftance, have looked 
on any thing as the revealed truth of 
God, which is inconfiftent with his UNU 
R 3 TY, 
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Serm. TY, the fundamental article of all rcli* 
X. gion ; never have magnified feith above 

^^^^'^'^ virtue ; or made true piety confift in out- 
ward formality j in an idle, ufelefs fuper- 
ftition ; nay, in a violent, injurious zeal, 
that tramples upon the obligations of ju- 
ftice and charity. They would never, 
from a few obfcure pafiages rigoroujfy in- 
terpreted, nay, from the mere found of 
words, have conceived of the Deity as 
fpvere and implacable, flow to be ap- 
peafed, but eafy to be affronted; or as 
an arbitrary fovereign, whofc will is his 
only law ; and who, without any regard 
to their feveral qualifications, has abfo- 
lutely determined the happinefs of a few 
of his creatures, and configned over all 
the refl, vaflly the^ greater number, ta 
irremediable and endicfs mifery. Had 
men, I fay^ formed juft notions of natural 
religion, and confidcred all its principles 
as of invariable and neceflary truth, they 
could never have imagined fcriptiirc ta 
contain fuch fentimcnts a^ thcfe, which 
are evidently repugnant to reafon ; andy 
efpecially, to what the light of nature 
leaches concerning the unlimited goodncfe 
of the great Creator, which is fo viiihle in 

the 



Digitized by Google 



the Holy Scriptures^ 257 

the frame of the univerfe, and the general Serm. 
courfe of providence. Such injudicious in- X, 
terpretersof Scripture little confider, how ^'■^^V^ 
much they reproach revelation itfelf by fa- 
theiritig thofe abfurd doilrines upon it, as 
well as abufe their own underftandings: For 
the religion of nature cannot but be true ; 
what then is the cbrtfequence of making 
any particular revelation oppofe and un* 
dermine it, but that that revelation is ne- 
ccGkcWyfalfet 

^dfyy In interpreting Scripture always 
fegard the general fcope and defign of it. 
Let thofe who have leifure read whole 
books at once, or, at leaft, to the end of 
proper periods, that they may have an en- 
tire and connected view of the things con- 
tained in them. ' For it rouft give us 
but confiifed ideas to break off in the 
midft of a narration, or jumble together 
parts of different fadls 5 fo likewifeto read 
only felcdt portions out of epiftles, and 
thofe, perhaps, injudicioufly chofen, when 
there is one dejign purfued in the whole, 
and a continued reference throughout, 
Be careful likewifc to attend to the con- 
neSiion of the writer, and the thread of 
his reafoning. For, in all writings, inde-- 
R ^ fendent 
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Se RM: pendent paflages may be urged to ferve all 
X. manner of purpofes ; by which means 

^^'^^^^ the gravcft and moft judicious authors, may 
be forced to talk ludicroujlyl and inconr 
Jijiently ; and the beft and moft ufefbl 
books, which are written with the ftri<3:^ 
eft regard to virtue, be made tp coiinte- 
pance vice> and impiety. 

And, indeed, it has happened, that 
the holy Scriptures, of all other booksi, 
have been moft grofly pervwted and abus- 
ed this w*y. Common writings have, in 
the main, ^nd unlel$ in the heat of con- 
troverfy, been treated with fairnefe apd 
candour enough : But the writings of the 
Old and New Teftament, by picking out 
of them little fcrapes^ and feparate porti* 
onSy (which can't be underftood but by 
attending to their connexion, nor urged 
as proofs of any thing, in oppofition to the 
general view of the revelation, without 
rendering it perfedHy unintelligible and 
ufelefs) the facred writings, I fay, by ber 
ing thus mangled and tern to pieces^ have 
been reprefented as teaching the moft ah- 
furd, nay, indeed, very impious and imr 
moral doftrines. The building dodlrines 
thcrefpre upon Jingle texts may lead 

into 
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into great and dangerous mii^kes, I mightSERM. 
iUuftrate this by a multitude of examples ; X. 
hat I would not be tedious, and therefore ^^^^^^ 
fliall confine myielf to one inftance, viz. 
the words of the prophet y^r^/»/tfi&, /^^Jcr. xviu 
beart is deceitful above all things ^ and def^^* 
perately wicked^ who can know it? 

This pafl^ge, divided ^om the context, 
and confidered as a general independent 
propofition, has been ufed to as ifarange a 
purpofe as one can well imagine, viz. to 
prove that men are not acquainted with 
THEMSELyES s that tho* felf-confci^ 
pufnefs be ipfeparable from, and the dillin- 
gijiftiing excellepce and privilege of their 
being rational, they are ftrangers to their 
pwn hwts, know not what their own 
views and intentions are, nor what the 
prevailing habits and difpofitions of their 
minds. This hafty conclufion, I lay, has 
been drawn fi-om thefe words (which if 
it was applied to civil afeirs, as it is to re- 
ligion, muft create the utmoft confiifion) 
not only in oppofition to the general fenfc 
and experience of mankind, but quite con- 
trary to the defign of the author himfelf. 
This will evidently appear if we confider 
the coqneftioq, and the general reafoning 
that he is purfuing. Fqy, 
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Se R M. For, in the 5th verfe, God is introduced 
X. ais denouncing a woe againft ail thofe, 
"^^"^ who fix their ultimate depeodance on hu- 
man power and policy. In the 7th and 
^th verfcs is defcribed the wifdom and 
happinefi of trufting in the Lord, and 
making hicft our ftrcngth. Then follow^ 
the text we are confidering, which by 
all rules of good interpretation (fincc 
there is not the leaft mark of the pro- 
phet's beginning nm topic of difcourfe) 
muft be refmed to the fame argument^ 
and contain another ftrong reafon againft 
making man our confidence ; the heart h 
deceitful abwe all things^ and defperafel) 
wicked y who can know it ? i. There 
may be infinite devices md fubtilties iit 
the hearts of men* which thou can'ft 
^* not underftand : While they promife 
thee fair, and make the warmeftpro-^ 
teftetions of affcftion and zeal for thy 
" fcrvice, their intentions may be the con- 
*^ trary, and their views private and feU 
^ Their refokitions are fickle and 
" mutable, and many little circumftanccs 
" may prevail with them to change thcif 
purpofes ; and fo render their promifes 
I' vain and dclufory. Nay, 'tispoffiblq 
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for them to arrive at fuchapitch ofS.ERM.. 
premeditated and dtjperaie wkkedncfe, X. 
as to endeavour, even under friendly '''^^^^ 
pretences, to undermine tHcir intereft. 
Place not therefore thy fupreme and ul- 
timate confidence in man, but repofe it 
" in die unchangeable God ; who, as by 
*^ reafon of the perfeft and neccflary rec- 
" dtude of his nature he can^t deceive 
" thee, fo as he is abfolutc Lord of the 
" univerfe, and the uncontroukblc dif^ 
pofcr of all events, he moft be able 
^ * with eafe toeficdi every thing, that is ne-# 
" ccflary for thy fecurity aiidliappinels/' 
To the direftions above-mention'd a- 
bout obferving the general defign of fcrip- 
ture, and the connedion of particular paf- 
fiiges, which is neceffary in interpreting 
all writings whatever 5 let me add, that 
'tis proper for ns to make fome allowances 
for the difference of languages, and the 
peculiar phrafes and idioms ufed by the 
people for whom the fcriptures were ori^ 
ginalfy and more immediately dcligncd. 
I fhall explain this a little by the words 
for every and everlaftingj which are far 
jfrom having the £ime force, in the feared 
writings, as they generally have in our 
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Sbrm. own language. For 'tis certain that thcjr 
X. do not always fignify a JiriS and abpAite 

^"^^^^^ eternity, but very frequently a limited du- 
ration; and the ienfe of them is, in a 
great meaiiire, to be determined by the 
fidjjedls to which they are applied. Thus 
every one allows, that when we read of 

Htb.iii. everlafting mountains^ the word means 

^- very differently firom what it does when 
God is faid to be everlajling. Again, 
when 'tis fiud of Chrifl, that be Jball reign 

Lukei the boufe ^ Jacob for ever, and of 

33- bis kingdom tbere Jhall be no end^ we are to 
underfbnd no more by it, than that he 
fliall reign to the end of the world ; for 
tben^ we are exprelly informed by St. Faul^ 
be fhaU deliver up the kingdom to Cod^ 

%,%sT even tbe Fatber 5 — that God may he all in 
all. Jn like manner, when we are told 
that Sodom and Gomorrah are fet forth 

jude v. i j^ ex^mpkj fuffering tbe vengeance of 
eternal fire\ nothing more is meant than 
a fire that made a full end them, and 
was not extinguifticd, till thofc cities, 
with their inhabitants, were utterly con- 
fumed. In thefe paflages, and in fome 
others, which feldom regard things of 

\ real 
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real importance, we mull allow for theSBRM. 
change of languages, and different ufe of X. 
words J and the common people will,^^'*^^**' 
without much difficulty, fall into the true 
interpretation of all parages of this kind, 
if they follow but the natural and eaiy 
method of comparing one part of icrip- 
ture with another. 

j^bly^ Another rule of great impor- 
tance is, to explain dark figurative pafla- 
ges, parables, metaphors, allegories, Qc. 
by fuch as are plain^ and their fenfe unr 
contefiable. Thofe parts of Icr^ture, 
which are exprefs*d in the cleareft and 
moft iin>ple manner, give a complete and 
rational account of die per&dtions and 
providence of God, and a noble fcheme 
of morality. And explaining dark pafla- 
ges in a book, which, it is generally be- 
lieved, can contain no contradictions and 
inconliflencies, by fuch as are plain and 
indijputabley muft be allowed to be the 
moil natural method of interpreting it. 
And if the conunon people take care to 
follow this method, and make any ufe of 
their rcafon, they can*t be mifled, by the 
peculiar fiile and pbrafe of fcripture, into 
unworthy conceptions of God, or miftake 
I the 
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Sbrm. the general nature of true religion. Where- 
X. as, tf they ftrain figures to their utmoft 

^■^"^^ height, and put parables and metaphors 
upon die rack^ they may, indeed, extort 
grange fenlcs fi-om them, and draw the 
moft wild and extravagant conclufions. 
• In Jigurathve ways of Ipeakmg there is 
one grand point intended, which is, ge-* 
Tierally, obvious to a fair enquirer : If he 
goes beyond this, and argues ftridly and 
rigoroufly fi^m every circumftance^ what 
may he not deduce from fcripture this 
way ? Thus when the converfion and 
fanftification of a (inner is ftiled the rege- 
neration^ and the ntw creature^ the gene- 
ral defign of thefe exprcflibns is only this, 
that he entered upon a new kind of life, 
has thoroughly chang'd his principles and 
methods of atfting ; and is, indeed, in the 
temper of his mind, and prevailing difpo- 
fitions, ([utte another creature^ from what 
he was before. But is it not moft unac^ 
countable, that any fhould ftrain this me- 
taphor fo prodigioufly, as to make man-^^ 
kind mere machinet^ who can do no more 
towards their reformation from fin to vir- 
tue, than a dead body towards reftoring 

itfelf 
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itfdfto life, or a creatore towards giving SeRm* 
itfelf being 5 and, thereby, render all the X. 
exhortations and commands of the gofpel ^"^^V^ 
to repent, and turn from our evil ways, 
impertinent and triJHngi The folly of 
this &)rced and unnatural method of in« 
terpedng is clearly feen in other inftances, 
and univerfally allowed 5 for when 'tis , r^^^^^ 
faid, tl^t the day of the Lord fa cometb'f^ 2. 
as a tbiej in the nighty who ever imagin- 
ed, upon the bare force of this metaphor, 
that it will be attended with injuftice and 
violence? And the true reafon why men 
think juftly on the one^ and not on the 
other is, that in the one cafe they pro- 
ceeded impartially^ and, being under no 
hiafs^ take the natural and moft obvious 
fcnfe of fcripture 5 whereas, in the other, 
their judgment is already determined in 
favour of fome party feheme^ which they 
take all opportunities and all advantages 
to liipport. 

^tbly^ I would advife thofe who want 
leifure, opportunity, and, perhaps, capa- 
city for critical enquiries, to read chiefly 
the plain parts of fcripture ; thofe, efpe* 
daily, which defcribe the perfedions an^ 
providence of God, or contain praftical 
I inflruiflions 
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Serm. inftituSions^ and. gofpel motives and eti-^ 
X. couragements to virtue ; and to trouble 

^■^"^^^ themfelves but little about doubtful paf- 
6ges that are only incidental y and have 
no immediate connexion with the grand 
defign of the revelation. * For if Chriftp- 
anity be rightly underftood in its praBical 
dodbines, and as it is a moral rule, which, 
without doubt, muft be the chief inten- 
tion of any revelation j other obfcurities, 
about ancient cuftoms, manners, ieds, 
philofophy, ^c. nay, about any points 
merely fpeculative, fignify juft nothing. 
For as God would never have given a 
revelation, if the errors of the world had 
not been of zpraSlical nature, but con- 
fifted only in abfiird theories ; fo differen- 
ces about fuch things may always con- 
tinue, nay, the bulk of the world may 
know but little about them, and yet all 
the ends and ufes of the Chriflian revela-* 
tion, as a (landing mle, be completely 
anfwered. Thofc who have time, and 
proper abilities, may commendably em- 
ploy their thoughts about thefe lefier 
matters ; but others, who have neither a 
genius, nor opportunities for Ipeculatioh, 

aa 
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^tdt wifely in not medling With it, b'ljtSERM. 
confining thcmfelves to more iiiiportant ^* 
and eflential points. 4^V\i 

In the laft place, as the great end of 
revelation mjLift be to promote the prafiicc 
of virtue, we learn from hence a furc 
rule, by which to judge Q^xk^ importance'' 
of the feyeral doctrines of it : Wc fhowld 
lay no ftrefs upon any but as it tends to 
promote a holy life, and ijpon all, juft in 
proportion to their tendency to this great 
and defireable end. And, upon this foot, 
what will become of moft of the contro-^ 
verfies^ that have been fo furioufly agita- 
ted in the Chriftian world, in which the 
beji part of religion is not at all concern- 
ed ? Learn then to employ your chief zeal 
about the "weightier matters of the iaw, 
doing juftly^ loi)ing mercy ^ and walking^^^^''^^^ 
humbly with God ; and be but little fol- 
licitous about fpeculative opinions, and 
matters of doubtful difputation. Follow 
after the things that make for peace ^ and 
things wherewith one may edify another ^Rom-^v*. 
For then only will you have ftudied the 
fcriptures to a right purpofe, when ye 
have purified your fouls ^ in obeying the j^^es iiu 
truth thro' the fpirit^ unto unfeigned love ^7* 

Vol, I. S of 
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Sbrm. of the brethren j and learned to pradlifc 
X. the wifdom that is from above^ which is 
frjl pure^ then peaceable^ gentle and eafy 
to be intreated^ full of mercy and good 
fruits^ without partiality^ and without 
bypocrify. 

I have nothing £irther to add, but to 
commend you to God, and to the word of 
32. ^' g^Me, which is able to build you up ^ 
and give you an inheritance among all 
them that are fanSHfed. 




SER- 
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SERMON XL 

Of Herefy. 



Titus lii. lo, ii, 

A man that is an heretic ^ after the 
Jirfi and fecond admonition rejeSi 5 
knowing that he that is fuch is 
fubverted, and Jfnnethj being con" 
demned oj himjelf, 

I S furprifing to think, what a Serm. 
vaft influence the mere found XI. 
of words, artfully manag'd, **^V^. 
bias upon the generality of 
mankind, both to confound their judg- 
ment, and inflame their paflions. This 
the deakrs in controverfy feem to be uni- 
S 2 verfally 
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Serm. verially aware of, and therefore fcarce e- 
XI. ver fail to have rccourfe to it, a8 the 
furcft method of engaging on their fides 
the popular prejudices, and ruining the 
credit of their adverfaries. The favourite 
terms of reproach made ufe of againft 
Chriftianity are entbtifiafm^ fuperjittiorij 
prieft'Craft^ which have a prodigious ef- 
fedk on vsreak and fhallow minds, as long 
as they are apply'd in a confufed^ general 
way, without any diftin£t or determinate 
ideas ; they operate like a charnty while 
proper care is taken to keep the people 
ii) the dark ; but by being juftly explain^ 
lofe their magical influence entirely, be- 
Caufe they appear not to be at all appli- 
cable to the real doctrines, and duties of 
the Chriftian religion, but only to the 
fupplementSy innovations^ and corruptions 
of ignorant and prejudiced, or of defign- 
ing and interefted men^ 

And, among Chriftians themfelves, the 
word berefyy particularly, for want of be- 
ing rightly underftood, has been, in every 
age, an engine of defamation ,and vio- 
lence; by which perfons of differing fen- 
timents and interefts, or of ftrong paf- 
Hons, have vented their rage and animo- 

2 fity 
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lity one againft another: It has beenSERM. 
charg'd promifcuou/ly on truth and error s XI. 
and the bell charadlers, both for found 
knowledge, aqd integrity, have had the 
hard fate to fall under the imputation of 
it ; and, in confequencc, have been ftig- 
matis'd as reprobates, debarred the privi- 
leges of Chriftian communion, and treat- 
ed with the utmoft contempt and barba-. 
rity. As this word has been manag'd 
by hot and pajfionate tempers, by ecclefi^ 
ajiical politicians^ and bigot ted enthufiafts^ 
it has been the inftrument of endlefs 
fchifms and confufions: For herefy has 
been made to fignify every thing be it 
right or wrong, that contradifls the efia- 
blijhed opinions of the, times, and the 
outcry againft it has, generally, been 
loudeft in the moft corrupt zxA degene- 
rate ftate. Nay, private Chriftians, in 
the courfe of their religious debates, fet-, 
ting up their fenfe of fcripture as the 
ftandard and teft of truth, have mutu- 
ally hereticated and denounced their ana- 
themas againft each other j by which un- 
juft method of proceeding, they have not 
only difcourag*d an impartial ftudy of 
the fcriptures, and a free enquiry into . 

S3 the 
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Serm. the doftrincs of the gofpcl ; but have 
XL divided, and confcqucntly weakened, the 

V^'-^'^^intcrclb of our holy religion, and ex- 
posed it to the fcorn and infuks of unbe- 
lievers. 

As therefore the word herefy has been 
apply'd in fo ridiculous^ and withal fo in- 
jurious a manner, to the difhonour, and 
great prgudice of the beft and moil ufe- 
ful fcheme of religion th^it ever appeared 
fn the world; as the mifapplication of 
it will ftill continue to produce the 
iame evils ; and finally, as the thing it- 
felf is of the highefl confequence, it be- ^ 
ing a heinous offence againft Cbrijiian fin- 
cerity^ tho' it has been almoft conftandy 
mifunderftood, either thro' ignorance, 
partiality, or craft, and made to figni- 
fy mere errors, or only fuppofed errors 
in Jpecutation^ of no importance to the 
caufe of folid virtue, or the happinefe of 
mankind ; thefe being confider'd, I fay, 
it may be ufefiil for us to enquire into 
. the true nature of it : And, for this pur- 
pofe, I Jiave chofen thefe words of St. 
Pauly to be the fubjeit of the follow- 
ing difcourfc, in which he fo particularly 
t^iaradcrize? an heretic, that we can*t 

mifs 
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mils knowing him, if we attend to HisSerm. , 
defcription, and gives diredions to T!itm XL 
in what manner to deal with him : A^^^^^^^ 
man that is an heretic^ Sec. And, in- 
deed, all the other accounts we have of 
this matter are fo clear and expr^fs, and 
have fo little of difficulty or ambiguity 
in them, that 'tis fcarce poffible the word 
fhould be abus'd in that grofs manner it 
has been, and perverted from its original 
defign, if men had not confulted their 
own paeons znd prejudices more than the 
Holy Scriptures ; and if the lignification 
of it had not been artfully changed to 
ferve a turn, whereby the ignorant and 
unwary have been imposed on in all ages : 
For as thefe are too much under manage^ 
ment, and dilpos'd to Ipeak as they ere 
taught^ inftead of examining for them- 
felves into the nature and reafon of things, 
'tis no wonder that they call every one 
an heretic, that is declared to be fuch by 
their fuperiors, thofe elpecially to whom 
they have relign'd the diredtion of their 
conjciences 5 *tis no wonder, that they ap- 
ply to him all the bad characters which 
they find of heretics in the New Tella- 
ment, and (jonfequently confider him as 
S 4 an 
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Serm. an infamous perfon, and devoted to dejiruc- 
XI. tion 5 or, that having given him fuch a 

^^^^ moriftrous and frightful drefs, they hunt 
him down, and purfuc him with info^ 
knee and cruelty. This is the natural con- 
fequence of implicit faith, and an indif- 
creet, intemperate zeal. But to proceed 
, more direftly to the point before us. 
H E R E S Y, in the New Teftament, 
is, mofl commonly, ufcd in an indiffe- 
rent fenie, and, but feldom, in a bad one. 
It, generally, fignifies no more than a 

Aa$ V party in religion. Thus we read 

17. of the feB^ or herefy, of the Saducees ; 

Chap. XV. fl^^ Pharifees ; 

cV xxiv.St. Paul is ftil'd a ringleader of the feS^ 
cb. xxvi. hcreiy of the Nazarenes 5 and he 
5- fays of himfelf, that after the Jlriaejl 
fe£t (where the fame Greek word is ufcd) 
of the Jewijh religion, he lived a Pharifee: 
In this lafl paflage, particularly, nothing 
can be more plain than that the word 
has an innocent meaning j fmce the Apo- 
file rather commends^ than charges himfelf 
with any thing criminal^ for having been 
a Pharifee before his convcriion to the 
Chriftian faith. And we find it applied 
in the fame manner, ASis xxviii.^ 22. 

where. 
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where, upon St. PauPs coming to Rome^^nviVi. 
we are told, that the Jenios^ who inha- XL 
bited there, defircd to hear his thoughts ^"^^Y^ 
of Chriftianity, and what he had to offer 
in defence of it 5 for, &j th^, as ctm-- 
cerning this feSi^ or hcrcfy, we know 
that every where it is fpoken againjl. I 
fhall mention but one text more, and 
that is I Cor. xi. 19. for there mufi alfo 
be herejies among you, that they who are 
approved may be made manifejl. The 
evident defign of which i8, that, con- 
fidering the various tempers of men, 
their different views, pafiions, jMrejudices, 
their felfiflinefe, ambition, vanity, and tho 
like, it was natural to expedl, that they 
would divide into parties about religioHr 
as well as ^hont politics, and the civil 
afiairs of life j and that the providence 
of God wifely permitted this for the trial 
of their integrity, and to diftinguifh the 
indolent, carelefs, and infincere, from thfe 
real friends of truth, perfons of an honcfl^ 
inquifitive, and ingenuous temper. 

Now, according to this account, the 
general notion of an heretic is no more 
than this, viz. one that fets up to be 
the head, or choofes to join himfelf to a 

particular 
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SzRM. particular religious fed : I iay» who makes 
XL this die matter of his choice^ becauie it 

^"^^^ is implied in the original fignification of 
the word ; and beiides, nothing can be 
iuppoied to have any concern with reli- 
gion, but what is a voluntary aftion. An 
heretic therefiare, in a bad fenfe, muft 
be one, who knowingly efpou&s a fdMk 
dodrine^ is infincere in his p'ofeflion, 
and ailerts and defends what he is cofh- 
vinced is contrary to Chriftianity, and, 
confequently one, who maintains and iiip- 
ports the intereft of a iadion, to ferve 
Ibme bafe defigns. This will appear, be- 
yond difpute, when we have conlidered 
the text, and compared it with the gene- 
ral tenour of the New Teftament. 

According to St. Paul's account in the 
text, an heretic is not only fubverted^ 
or turn'd afide from the trae &ith; he 
not only entertains wrong ientiments of 
Chriftianity ; but fimutb^ i. e. doth this 
wilfully^ and with an ill intention. Such 
as have merely an erroneous judgment 
can't be here meant, becaufe errors of 
the underftanding, confider'd in them- 
felvcs, are not criminal^ hot naturally a- 
rife from the weaknefe and fallibility of 

human 
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human rcafon : They arc, in moft cafes, Serm. 
involuntary^ in many unavoidable. And, XL 
therefore, as all moral evil depends upon ^^'^YV 
the error and obliquity of the will, the 
perfons, defcribed by the apoftle as fin-- 
nerSy muft be wilful corrupters and op- 
pofers of the Chriftian religion 5 fuch 
whofe minds are perverted by irregular 
dilpofitions and appetites 3 and who have 
i'efolvcd to facrifice truth and virtue to 
the gratification of their fenfual defires. 
And that this is the real cafe appears far- 
ther from hence, that the crime fpoken 
of in the text is of fuch a nature, as re- 
quired not inftruSiiony but admonition j 
from hence, I fay, it evidently follows, 
that the fault lay in the w/7/, and not 
in the underjlanding. For every one 
knows, that the only way to redify a 
miftaken judgment is by the ufe of rea- 
fon and argument^ by expofing the falfe 
grounds on which it is formed, remov- 
ing prejudices, and reprefenting mat- 
ters in a clear and proper light 5 and 
that to advife a man, in an authoritative 
way, and without informing his under- 
ftanding better, to alter his apprehenfion 
and judgment of things, and expert to 

make 
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Serm. a convert of him merely by telling 
XL him he is in the wrong, be it with ever 
^■"^^^^fo folemn^ imperiouSy and magijlerial an air, 
is to the laft degree abfurd and ridicu- 
lous. But he may, very rationally, be ad- 
moniihed, or reproved, with relation to 
thofc errors that depend entirely upon the 
w/7/, and are owing to a free choice y be- 
cauie, in every fuch cafe, he muft know 
himfelf to be out of the way, and has 
all the necefl^y means of a reformation 
in his own power. St. Pauly therefore, 
exprefly mentions this circumftance, 
which renders that of an heretic a com- 
pleatly bad character, viz. that he is 
condemned of himfelf y or zQs againft the 
fenfe of his own mind, and the didlates of 
his reafon and confcience. He is one 
that makes religion a cloak for his im- 
moralities, and eipouies and propagates 
what he knows to be falfe, to promote 
the ends of his ambition, covetoufneis, 
or fenfual pleafure ; who, indeed, thinks 
it his intereft to retain the name of a 
Chriftian, and, in that circumftance on- 
ly, differs from a thorough and wilful 
apojiate from Chriftianity, but which in- 
curs the greater guilt may, perhaps, be 

hard 
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bard to determine ; for as the one rejedsSERM. 
the Chriflian religion altogether, the other XL 
out of choice corrupts it, and oppofes its^"*"^^ 
true dodtrines, even while he pretends to 
believe and reverence its authority : Such 
as thefe, I iay, perfons of fuch wle and 
di/honeft principles, and of fo flagitious a 
charafter, arc the heretics condemned by 
St. Paul I and, therefore, to fix it as a term 
of reproach on any, in whom there does 
not appear hatred of the truth, a fenfual 
mind, and a proJKgate conicience, muft 
be unchriftian and icandalous. 

And if we examine other pai&ges of the 
New Teftament, *we fliall find that they all 
concur in giving us the fame idea of herefy: 
'Tis reprefented as a work of thefle/b, be- 
caufc it has its foundation in the corrupt in- 
clinations of human nature. 'Tis reckoned 
amongft the moft heinous and execrable vi- 
ces, fachzs adultery^ idc^try, hatred, va- ibid. 
riance.feditiom, murders. And heretics are 
conftantly defcrib'd as men of no probity oc 
honour, ftrangers to all the principles of 
virme, and embracing fuch opinions only 
as were calculated for the gratification of ir- 
regular appetites, . and ad.vancingyjr^ and 
mrldly views. Thus St. P4«/. writes to 7/- 
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Se R M . mothy concerning H^meneus and JDexarider^ 
XI. that, having put away a good confcience^ 
^^^^^i^^ ttey had made Jhipwreck of faith. And of 
«9- ^oitfalfr prophets^ of whom St, Peter 
foretold that they fliould arife, bringing in 
damnable herejies^ this charafter is given, 
with regard to their prophanenefs and im* 
2 Pet. ii. P^^'y towards God, that they would deny 
«• the Lord that bought them. The perfon here 
meant is not, as fome apprehend, the Lord 
Jefus Chrift, but God the Father, thefu- 
preme Lord and Governour of the world, 
concerning whom Mofes put this queftion 
Deut. Ifraelites, Is he not thy Father who 

xxxii.6. hath bought thee? becaufe the Gr^^>& word, 
fignifyingyZ^^rm^ mafter, or nder, is ne- 
ver once ufcd when Chrift is fpoken of, 
but always of the Father j and, belides, 
in the parallel text of St. Jude^iht fupreme 
Lord is exprelly difiinguijhed from the 
Lord Jefus Chrift. His words are, Vor 
Vcr. 4. fi^^f^g are certain men crept in^ unaware^ 
voho were before^ of old^ ordain' d to this 
condemnation^ ungodly men^ turning the 
grace of our God into lafcivioufnefs^ and 
denying the only Lord God, and our Lord 
Jefus Chrift. The monftrous charadter <rf 
theie heretics may be feen throughout this 
i whole 
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whole chapter of St. Feter^ and almoft toSsRM. 
the end of St. ^ud(^^ epiftlc : And the fame XI. 
general reprefcntation is given of them; ^"^^^^'^ 
in all the epiftlcs of St. Faul^ viz. that 
they defigned not to feroe our Lord Jefusf^^'^^' 
Cbriji^ but their own bellies 5 and taught 
things which they ought not for filthy ^^-^^j^- 
cre^s fake j fpeaiing lies in bypocri/y^ andz. 
having their conjtience feared with an hot 

. iron. And tho* they might, ibmetimes> 
put on the outvirard ai^)earance of gentle- 
nefs and huoianity, they virere ftill, to ufe 
our Saviour's phrafe, hxxtwohesin Jheeps-^^^ ^^ 
tloathing; and only endeavoured, under 
that fpecious pretence, to difguife their co- 

* vetoufhefs, rapine, and cruelty, till they 
might be more conveniently txcrds^d. Ha- 
ving thus largely ftated the fcripture ac- 
count of hcrefy, fuffer me to make fome 
obfervations upon it. And, 

i^. It appears from what has been faid, 
that no mere error of the judgment can be 
hcrefy : For herefy is a high degree of 
wickednefs ; and ncceffarily fuppofes irre- 
gularity of the affections, and a deprav'd 
and vicious choice : Whereas erroneous 
conceptions and apprehenfions of things, 
re no crime at all, but natural to man- 
kind 



L 
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XI. ftate of their faculties. Nay, I think, 
■"■^^■^it may be affirmed, ngt only that no mere 
erfar of the judgment can be herefy ; but 
alfo that there can be no herefy, where 
thore is, properly Ip^ing, an error of 
tbej^ment: This may be owing to 
lazinefs, prejudice, partial ex^ination, 
and other very bad caufes ; but herefy it 
cannot be,as long as a man Relieves he is in 
. the right, howevfer he came to work him- 
self into fuch a perfuafion. For an here- 
tic, in St. PiJ^^/'s account, is one that knows 
he teaches and propagates a falie doctrine ; 
who does it deliberately^ and againft the 
clear fuggeftions and dictates of his con- 
fcience ; either from a jwrinciple of vanity, 
and to make himfelf confickrable as the 
head and leader of a fedt ; or to advance 
his temporal intereft. 

2dlyy We may infer frpm the foregoing 
difcourfe, that no boneftx^m can poffibly 
be an heretic. He may, indeed, have.^r- 
rors (and who is there among us that has 
not) nay, he may err in points of impor- 
tance too, but his miftakies can't be dan-^ 
gerous while he takes care to maintain a 
good confdence. For human nature is, in 



its 
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hs very make and conftitution, weak andSERM* 
fallible j arid confidering mens different XI. 
capacities, turn of underftanding, educa- ^^"^^V^ 
tfon, and the like, different ^ and, conle- 
qaently, erroneous fentiments, (for truth 
can't Dary from itfelf, but muft always be 
conjijient and uniform) I fay different, and, 
conlequcntly, erroneous lentiments feem 
to be unavoidable. And 'tis not to be 
doubted, but that the wife and merciful 
govemour of the world will make great 
allowances for the imperfcdlion of our 
knowledge, the confiifion of our rcafon- 
ings, and the many little prejudices that, 
infenfibly^ biafs and miilead the mind in 
this flate of immaturity ahd darkneis. 

I would afk, particularly, what is the 
grout^ of our acceptance with God under 
Ae difpenfation of the gofpel ? Is it ab^ 
folute perfeBion^ or ^ncerity? If perfeiBion 
be required of us, an exad: and adequate 
knowledge of all the parts of the Chrifti- 
an revelation, and a ftrift invariable obe- 
dience to the precepts of it ; or, in other 
words, if it be indifpenfably neceflary to 
our obtaining the divine favour, that wc 
be free from all errors of the underjianir 
ing^ and frorii all defedts in our motal con- 

Vol. I. T dudfej 
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Sbrm. duA ; the whole race of mankind muft 
XI. be r^^r^^^/^^/,— equally and neceflarily fub- 

^^^^]tBt to condcnmation. For if we fay that 
nve have no fin^ and, confequently, no er^ 
roneous judgments, from whence all irre- 
gular pradtices proceed, nve deceive tmr-^ 

1 John i. j^j^^^^ fj^^ ^^^^^ 1^ 1^ 23ut 

if a Jincere defire to know and do the will 
of God be the only condition of obtaining 
the Chriftian ialvation, as it muft be, in 
the prefent circumftances of mankind, un- 
lefs our future happinefs depends upon an 
impofjibility ; muft not all miftakes, which 
.are confiftent with general fincerity^ be 
confiftent likewife with a ftate of favour 
with God ? And, confequently, if we con- 
demn thofe fov party differ enies^ in whofe 
lives there appear all the fruits of a . good 
confcience, and who give the greateft evi- 
dence, that can reaibnably be defired, of 
their being honeft and im|»rtial, by a 
fteady purfuit of virtue, and an inflexible 
adherence to it, under the utmoft diicou- 
Tagements and difficulties, muft not this be 
a rajh and unrighteous judgment ? To pro- 
ceed one ftep farther, has not the fcripture 
I John V. exprefly declared, thsLt whofoever believefff 
that Jefus is the Chrijl, is born of Godt 
; ' And 
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And (hall we, then, inlift on private ar^ Serm. 
ticki of our own, and right notions in in- XI. 
tricate and perplexing controverflSs ; and ^-^^V^ 
preftunptuoufly pronounce all who have 
not the lame ftrength of underftanding, 
and the fame opportunities and advantages 
for improving in knowledge, or perhaps 
only, the lame confidence with ourfelves, 
to be forlaken of God, and marked out 
for dcftrudlion ? The refolving thefc ftw 
plain queftions will foon fliew a confide- 
rate mind the folly and danger of fuch hard 
and unmerciful cenfures, which are evil, 
in a high degree, when they are only rajh 
and precipitate ; and much more fo, when 
they proceed from malice^ and arc accom- 
panied with a contemptuous and fcornfut 
treatment of our brethren; but moft pf all, 
whenthofe who are foforward to condemn 
others for fpeculative errors, are, them- 
felves, chargeable with immoral pradices ; 
for this is mod impudent and monilrous 
hypocrify. And yet, how ftrange and un- 
accountable foever it may feem, fiich per- 
fpns are frequently the moll noify and vio- 
lent advocates for orthodoxy 5 either, per- 
h^p^.tQ palliate their vices, and fcreen them 
i^om public view 5 or elfc, thinking to 
T 2 make 
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Serm. make fomc atonement for them by a fierce 
XI. and oirtragious zeal for trijleu To thefe 

^'^^'>r^ the words of our Saviour are immediately 
direded : Why beholdejl thou the mote that 

Mttt. vu. *hy Brother's eye^ but corijiderejl not the 

3» 4» 5 beam that is in thine own eye f Or how wilt 
thou fay to thy brother^ let me pull out the 
mote out df thine eye^ and behold a beam is 
in thine own eye ? Thou hypocrite^ jirji cafi 
. out the beam out of thine own eye^ and then , 
fbalt thou fee clearly to cafl out the mote out 
of thy brother's eye. 

This fi-aming Chriftianity according to 
the model of private opinions^ and party 
peculiarities^ and impofing them on con- 
(cience under the penalty of eternal dam- 
nation, has been one of the moft fuccef-^ 
ful engines againft its caufe and intereft ; 
and would, probably, were it not for the 
fuperintendency of a watchful and all- 
powerful providence, have been, long ere 
this tklie, the utter fubverfon of our holy 
religion : And nothing has been the inftru- 
ment of more confufion in the world, or of 
greater diftrefs and injury to civil fociety : 
I would therefore, was I capable, in or- 
der to poflefs your minds with a jufl hor- 
ror^ reprefent the prodigious evil of it in 
• ' the 
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the ilrongeft and moft pathetic terms.— - Se r 
Hence it is, that religion, anaong fo ma- XL 
ny, is degenerated into ftnm and cermo* vop^ 
»y, and that a blind injurious zeal fup* 
plies the place of the power of godlincfs. 
-—From hence have arifen fo many ab- 
furdy incot0enty and felf-cmtradiStary 
ichemcsof doctrine, which have expofed 
pur religion to contanpt. - Hence 
alfo has proceeded hypocrify, and a deny- 
ing the truth, in confornaity to the confti* 
tutions of men in power, in order to fe- 
cure their favour, and avoid the cruel ef- 
fed of their religious vengeance ; and, con- 
iequently, fecret infidelity under the mafk 

of an outWard profeflion. And as for 

treachery and oppreflion, inveterate ha- 
treds, bitter reviling, irreconcileable ani- 
mofities, poverty and flavery, private 
murders and public maflacres, unfcttling 
governments by tumults and infurre^ons, 
and almoft all other kinds of evil, have 
they not fprang from the fame root ofbit^ 

ternefs ? .Has not the charge of hcre- 

fy hecn thought a juftification of fuch vile 
enormia, as we may defy irreUgim^ or 

even atbeifm itfelf, to exceed? And 

can any of us allow ourfelves in a prac- 
T 3 tice,' 
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Sepm. ticc, which is produftivc of fuch infinite 
XI. difcMrdcr and mifcry, if wc have only the 

^■^"^^"^ common feeds of humanity in our nature, 
much lefs if we regard the honour of the 
Cbriftian religion ? 

3^^, If hcrefy be an error of the w///, 
and fuch only can be , guilty of it ,who 
are condemned of tbemfeheSy how can we 
certainly know, in moft cafes at Icaft, 
whether a man be an heretic or not ? Let 
each of us put this queftion to himfelf im- 
partially, and if wie can't anfwer it to our 
fatisfadlion, let us, however, leam thus 
much firom our ignorance, to be modefi in 
the cenfures we pafs upon others. Indeed, 
in the firll age of Chriftianity, when the 
extraordinary gifts of the Holy Ghoft 
were communicated, of which one was 

t Cor. xii. the .gift of' difcerning fpirits^ this matter 
might be more cafily decided- And Titus^ 
particularly, to whom St, Paul directs the 
advice in the text, can't be fuppos'd, con- 
fidering his charafter and office, to have 
been without thefc powers. But what 
. rule have we, now thefe extraordinary il- 
luminations and affiftances are. ceas'd^ by 
. which to conduct oiirfel ves in enquiries of 
,tb«*nature? 

/ If 
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Ifit be faid, that fuch wicked deceiv-SERM. 
crs are, generally, known by their fruitSy XI. 
and that their vicious lives will fhew us ^"^"^^ 
by what views they are adted, and the 
vile defign of their impofture : I ^nfwer, 
that, even upon this fuppofition, I fhould 
thi^nk it better that they be rejedted for 
their immorality y which is notorious arid 
palpable, than for herefyy of which, per- 
haps, we can't fo certainly judge. But 
what if they are fo cautious as to keep clear 
of all open vices, and afFcft an air of fanc^ 
tityy in order the more effedually to fecure 
their end j in fuch cafes as thefe, I lay, 
vrhat can we do, be they ever fo wicked 
in principle and intention^ but leave them 
to God the fupreme and only judge of con- 
fcience ? And fince 'tis fo difficult for us, in 
moft inftances, certainly to judge of here- 
fy, why fhould we be forward to charge 
it on our brethren, for every trifling diffe* 
rence of their fentimcnts from ours ? And, 
above dl, why fhould we be fo unrighte^ 
ous as to impute it to men of boneji princi- 
ples, and exemplary lives, who, as has been 
fhewn are quite the reverfe of the heretics 
mentioned in the New Teftament j and, if 
St. Paul's authority be of any w«i^t, 
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Serm. cannot poflibly have incurr'^d that guilt ? 
XI. But after ail, the truths which they 

^^"^^^f^ deny are fo clear, and fupported by fiich 
evidence, as neceflarily to approve them- 
fclves to every honeft and impartial en- 
quirer; and therefore you are pofitive, that, 
notwithftanding their Teeming piety, and 
ftri(ftnefs of outward morals, there is a la- 
tent corruption in their hearts, and they 
are influenced by feme evil afFedtion or o- 
ther, tho' it does not appear publicly ; ei- 
ther by a love of Angularity, pride, ambi- 
tion, tSc. or are under the power of fome 
vicious prejudice. This is conftantly faid 
hy bigots and entbufiafis, and efpecially by 
fuch as arc themfelves moft in the wrong, 
iiotwithftanding the moft folemn and re- 
peated declaraticMis of their opponents to 
the contrary, and, confequently, as it will 
fecve for either fide of any queftipn, can 
iiave no eflfeft on fober and confiderate 
minds, but will be look'd upon as the re- 
sult of pajion and partiality. But befides, 
why are we fo conceited of our own under- 
ftandings ? Are we infallibly fore that wc 
arc in the right? Modefty forbids o^di- 
reaiy to affcrt this, tho' all fuch reafon- 
ings neceflarily imply it : Or if we were, 
would it not be much more excufable to 

fuppofe 
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fiippofeour neighbour's wcafcerSERM. 
than ours, than to reproach his bonejiy? XI. 
• I fhall only add, 

In the fourth and laft place, that tho' 
it be a point of great nicety to judge of 
herefy in particular inftances, the perfons 
who come near eft the charaiter of the old 
heretics are violent party-men^ who con- 
fine Chriftianity to their own fa6Hon, and 
excommunicate all that take the liberty 
to differ from them ; the rigid impofers of 
human fchemesof doilrine, and modes of 
worfhip, as ejfential branches of religion, 
and laws binding confcience 5 thefe, I fay, 
are mofl like the heretics condemned in 
fcripture, notwithftanding their infolence 
and prefumption. The common people, 
indeed, who help to encourage and fupport 
this fpiritual tyranny, may be innocent de^ 
luded enthufiafls ; but the firfl contrivers^ 
and the conduSters of it, efpecially when 
it appears to have a direft tendency to 
wealth, grandeur, and luxury, may juflly 
be fiifpedled of baje and irregular views ; 
or, in the language of St. Paul, to be men . ^. . 
of corrupt mtnds, and deftttiAi of the truths 5. 
who fuppofe that gain is godlinefs. A tur- 
bulent, feaious> and pcrfccuting fpirit is 

one 
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Serm, one of the Jkreft marks of hcrcfy. And 
XI. when the fubftance of rcli^n is placed 
^"^^V^ in trifling fpeculatibns, nobicb have no man- 
ner of connexion with virtue and morality, 
inabflxufe incomprchenlible myftcries, or 
in outward fhcw and ceremony, we may 
certainly conclude, that if this docs not 
proceed from a very weak bead^ it muft 
iprii^ from a dijhmefi heart. 

In order, therefore, to keep at the uU 
moft dijlance bomhcxciyy letusbemodcft 
and charitable in our cenfiires,and not for- 
ward to faften the infamy of it upon others. 
Let us fix on what party we will, even 
the Wf^ and mo& erroneous^ and we (hall 
find the greatcft rcafon to believe, that 
there are in it many perfons of real probity 
and virtue, notwithftanding the abfurdity 
or dangerous tendency of their principles : 
And therefore to condemn whole bodies, 
in the grofs^ merely for their diJlinBive 
opinions^ without confidering that we our- 
felves may be miftaken, or making proper 
allowances,' with refpefl: to others, for the 
'fallibility of human underftanding, for pre- 
' judites of education, and the particular dif- 
advantages they may labour under, is not 
only a high ftrain of pride and arrogance ; 
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it not only argues great igmrance of Hu-Serm. 
man nature ; but is contrary to all the XL 
principles of jM^ce^ truths and ^odnepy''^ 
which both the natural reafon of our 
nfunds, and the Chriftian revelation incuU 
cate, as of indifpen£tble authority, and in- 
finitely preferable to the moft found and 
orthodox faith, and the largeft extent of fpe-^ 
culathe knowledge. For tbo* I under/land ' Cor.xiif. 
all mji/leries^ and all knowledge, and tho^ *^*5»7- 
1 have all faith ^ fo that 1 could remove 
mountains^ and have not charity, I am 
nothing. Charity vaunteth not itfelf, is 
not puffed up, doth not behave itfelf un* 

feemly \ thinketh no evil \^—^elieveth 

all things, hopeth all things. Now the^^^'j. ' 
God of patience and confolation grant you 
to be like-minded, one towards another, 
according to Chrijl Jefus-, that ye may^ 
with one mndy ard one mouth, glorify God, 
even the father of our Lord Jefus Cbrijl. 
Wherefore receive ye one another, as Cbriji 
alfo hath received us, to the glof-y of God. 
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SERMON Xn. 

Of Schism. 



I Cor. xii. 25. 

That there Jhould he no Schifm in 
the hodyy hut that the members 
Jhould have the fame care onejor 
another. 

lAVING, in mylaft difcourfc,SE»M. 
confidered and explained ^^^y^ 
nature of btrefy^ lintend, in 
this, to treat of fcbifm^ its ai- 
moft infeparable companion. It muft 
indeed feem very ftrange to every one, 
who is acqiuunted with the mild and 
amiable ipirit of Chriiliamty, that the 

pro- 
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Serm. profeflbrs of a religion, which fo ilri<flly 
Xll. enjoins gentlenefs, moderation^ anduni^ 

^■^"^^VCTfal charity, ihould be fo forward to 
divide and crumble into parties^ and op- 
pole one another with fo much rage and 
violence: This is quite unnatural as we 
are ;9f^ir, united by the bond of one com- 
moA nature, onecomnaon intereft; but 
much more out of charafter as we are 
Cbrijiians^ whofe peculiar diitin£tion from 
profeilbrs of all other religions, if we zGt 
upon the principles that true Chriftianity 
infpires, will be mutual forbearance, har- 
mony and peace. But yet the matter of 
fadt is unconteftable, and won't admit of 
any evafion. Selfiflinefs, pride, the defire 
of domimon, a tyrannical impoiing fpirit, 
2tnd fometimes perhaps (for I fear that 
has been but feldom the cafe), mere pre- 
judice void of any diredl ill defign, have 
occaiiohed as great and dangerous fadions 
in the churchy as weife cVer fomented, by 
the lame bad caufes, againft the fecurity 
and peace of civil g^ernmfnt. The 
Chriftian focjety has been iplit into infinite 
divijions and fubdivifiom^ of feparate a^d 
inconiifteat interefts, excommunicating^ 
reviling, and almoft always, when they 
. had 
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had it in their power, perfecuting eachSfiRM. 
other; by which the common caufe has XII. 
been expofed and weakned ; and Chri- ^'^^^^^'^ 
ftianity itfelf, which is moft admirably 
adapted to civilize mankind, to calmi and 
foften boifterous and rugged tempers, and 
promote univerlal order and happinefs, 
has been the means of irritating and in- 
flaming their paflions, and by a moft 
ftrange and melancholy perverfion of it, 
the fburce of difcord^ confufion, and 
mifery. 

And what is it that has been the main 
jlibjeSi of the moft bitter, uncharitable, 
and outrageous^ contentions ? That has 
raised ib many faSlions under the name 
of Chriftian focietiesj And not only de- \ 
ftroy'd the peace and communion of the 
church, but in many cafes, broke through 
all the ties of friendftiip, natural afFedion, 

and common humanity ? ^^Have thcfe 

evils fprung from a zeal for the eternal 
and unchangeable obligations of mora^ 
lity? .From a concern for jujiice^ 
truths and mercy ^ or an emulation to ex- 
cel in fubftantial and ireful virtue ?~— . 
Quite the contrary. Alqioft all the fchifms 
and difturbances that have happened in 
I the 
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Sbrm. the Chriftian world (and church bift(^ 
XII. furni(hed us with a pretty large cata- 



^ logue) have been aboot mere trifes^ things 
of very litde coniequence to true Chri- 
ftiani^, and often^times repugnant and 
diihonourable to it ; iiicb as^ fiibmiffion 
to ecckfia/iscal authority, the belief of 
myfieries of which we have no ideas, and 
conformity to rites and ceremonies of 
human inftitudoq, which ibrve but to en- 
cumAer and Jehaje the rational worihip of 
the Deity, and render itv^^^and fuperJH^ 
tious. Thus we £nd, that very ibon af- 
ter the ApoftoUc age, z little injignificani 
and fenfilefs controverfy, about the day of 
keeping Eafter^ occafioned a terrible con- 
fufion and fchifin in the Chriftian church ; 
the noeftern churches ieparating, and re- 
nouncing communion with the eafiem^ 
foe ieveral years together. And have 
not fome of the hotteft di^mtes fince 
been about the Jecret decrees of God, and 
metaphyfical iubtilties relating to his (/^ 
fence ^ and nunnerof fubfifting^ about the 
validity or nullity of miniiterial ordina- 
tions, praying with, or without a form^ 
bowings^ croffings^ garments^ and other 
outward modificatbns of piety, which are 



2 



but 
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but the circumftantialsy and vety incon-SERM. 
^deratie ones, at beft, of rdigion ; and 
can't, in fliy judgmjBirt, be reckoned (^ietr-^^^'V^ 
ttal, or even important iH-anches of any re- 
ligion that is ik for mankind to ob&rve^ 
o( thdr Maker to require, without en- 
tertaining very low thoughts of the wif- 
dom of God, and a mcrfl coHtemptibk 
opinion of human nature. And fince 
thefe divifions among Chriftians are fuch 
a reproach to their charadter^ and have 
been urg'd as obje^ons agatnil the ex« 
cellent doctrine they profefs, which is the 
moft benevolent and peaceable that ever ap- 
peared in the world j fince they have jm-o- 
dUc'd, and will always neceffarily pro- 
duce the moft miichievous and fatal ef« 
fe<fts, injurious to true piety and virtue, 
and to the intereft of Civil fociety ; and 
finally, fince, in almoft every controver- 
fy, we find both the contending parties 
forward to charge the fcbtpn on each o- 
ther, as indeed it is too natural, when the 
paffions are ftrongly engaged, for bc^h to 
run unwarrantable lengths in the heat of 
their animofity and oppofition ; upon ' 
thefe accounts J I fay, it muft be of equal 
advantage to us to form right notions of 
Vol. I. U fchifm. 
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Sbrm. fchifm, -as of hercfy : That, on the one 
XII. hand, we may never incur the guik of a 

^^^^"^ crime fo aggravated, (when it is at all a 
crime) and attended with fuch dcflxudive 
confequences ; nor, on the other, be at all 
alarm'd at it, when it is only a mere name, 
and brand of infamy. 

Sdiifm, in ;ts original fignification, is 
no more than a rent, or a divijim. Ac- 
cordingly in all the paflages of the New 
Teftament,except the text, where the words 
cxftriia and cx^fiel}^ are ufed,they arc thus 
rendered by our tranflators. So we read, 
in one of our Saviour's allufions, thatJ 

Mat. ix. piece of new chtby put to an old garment^ 
taketh from the garment^ and the rent is 

joho vii. made worfe. We read likewife of a divi^ 
Jio^y or fchifm, among the people ^ i. c, of 
their entertaining different fentiments of 
Chrifl. Several other pall^es might be 
added, but thefe two are fufficient to (hew 
that the word fchifm, as well as herefy, is 
us'd in an indifferent fenfc ; and that the 
lawfiilnefs, or unlawfulnefs of it, is en- 
tirely to be determined by circumjlances. 
• Common ufe, indeed,in our own language^ 
always affixes to the term an idea of guilt ; 
and therefore I am obliged in the follow- 
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Ing difcoUrfe, in order to adapt it to iho-Serm* 
dern difputes, to confider it as a criminal XI 1. 
vitious thing, and fliall endeavour to ftate^' 
the; true notion of it under that eharafter* 
In general, then, there can be no fuch 
thing as fchifm, but in cafes where there 
is an obli^tion to unity and comrhunion^ 
fo that in order to define the nature of it 
juflly, we mufl find out fome center of 
union, which is conunon to all Chriftians: 
And this mufl be either uniformity of fen* 
timent in matters of fpeculative belief, or 
in external modes of worfhip and difci- 
pline ; ot elfe, if k be linreafonable td 
expe(ft either of thefe, the only center of 
unity that remains is charity and mutual 
forbearance y notwithflanding lefTer differ- 
6nces, where there is an affent to all the 
necefTary principles of Chriflian faith *, 
and the profefTion of Chriflianity is prov'd 
to be fincere by a regular and virtuous 
life. 

U 2 Let 

* If it be ask*d, What thefe neceflaiy principles are I 
The anfwer is eafy, <viz, that unlefs we will leave room 
for multiplying articles of faith infinitely ^ they can be no 
other than what are exprefly required to be believed,^ in 
prder to our obtaining the Chrlflian falvation. And of 
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SfeRM. Let OS examine this matter dii)tid£tty. 
XII.^ And, 

^"^^^^ I. As for uniformity of ientimeitt in 
matters of jpeculative beliefs that can ne- 
ver be thfc cmmm center of Chriftian 
unity, becanie it is in the natureof things 
impoffible. For in order to this, all man- 
kind muft have exa<^y the lame ibength 
of underftanding, the fame advantaged, the 
lame manner of education, die iame pa(^ 
fions, prejudices^ and interejhs but as 

there 

tliis kind we find nothing in the whole New Teftament 
but that fijigU article, that " Jefus is the Chrift^ the Son 
of God/* including in it die belief of hismirides, and 
refurredion^ and the extraordinary |>owers comihaiikated 
to the Apoftles, which are the (landing evidence of thr 
truth of the gofpel. There are two parages, in St. Jolm*^ 
firft epifUe, ib dillind, and fiill to this parpokt that they 
can't be evaded by any arts of criticifm, bat vi^t will 
confound and darken the plaineil fenfe of words, and de- 
ftroy the very ufe of language : Whofoe'ver Jball eonfefsthat 
Jefus is the Son of God, Gdd d^dleth in him and hi im ^odl 
chap. iv. 1 5 . and again, Whofoever belie<vitb that Jefus is the 
Chrifi, is horn of God, chap. v. i. So that every one that 
aftents tp this fundamental truth, and fincerely todea- 
vours to undeiiftand the revelation, and a£l according to 
it, muft be a true Chriftian, and intitled to the friend/hip 
and communion of Chriftians ; and to deny him this privi* 
ledge, on uohimfical notions of the importance, or necef- 
fity of particular fchemes, not exprefly warranted and fup* 
ported by fcripti^re, is unjuft, antichriftian, and fchifma^ 
tical. 
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there h an ^]moit ir^ite variety in oIISerm. 
fhefe rcfpcfts, differences of opmion 

wiUXII. 

jpeceflarily arifc ; and the contrary can't "" '^ 

hop'd for by any one that knows hu- 
matr najturc, much Icls c^n it be required 
by the infinite wifdom of our fupreme go^ 
vernpur* Befides, if all Chriftians muft 
cqnq^ in the fame way of thinking about 
cvjery cqntroveriy in religion, whofe opi- 
nioii ihall prevail ; and be made the pub-- 
lie Jiandardt Are the mcyority to 
decide for us? — How fliall we determine, 
without collefting the vote of every indi- 

vi4ual, wjio ftre the majority ? The 

greateft numbers in our own, or any other 
partially country, may be the minor 
^art \frith refpeft to the \yhole body of 
Chriftians; and, befides, tho real fenfe of 
the ppople may be very different fi*on;i 
ei^blifh'd forms, and in many inftances, 
fi-pm their own pubflic profeflion. But al- 
lowing we could fettle this firft and mofjt 
^£(ential point, which, in truth, can hard- 
ly be ^bttjed, are the majority always ip 
the rigl^i ^ Or muft we, for the izkc of 
unifctffnity, ipfoStis (Relieve we cannot) a- 
gainft truth and reafpn ? Wil,l not this 
ma^e all reUgion dijjtmulation and bypo-^ 
U 3 crify? 
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Serm. crifyf Will it not drive us back to all 
Xn. the errors and fuperftitions of Popery f 
Nay, will it not oblige us to renounce 
even Chrillianity itfelf for the Mahometan 
impofture, or Pagan idolatry, both of 
which, if the vote of the majority is to 
determine, feem to ftand upon a much 
better foundation ? This is undoubtedly 
the point in which this principle muft ter- 
minate, if purfued throogh all its juft and 
natural confequences ; for the majority of 
Chriftians have no more a right to judge 
for the whole body of Chriftians, than the 
greatejl part of niankind for all the reft 
of mankind. 

But if uniformity of opinion can't be 
fecured in this way ; fhall we not be go?- 
irern*d by the moft learned and pious ' 
Chriftians, who are neither influenced by 
irregular paflion, nor fway'd by criminal 
prejudice; and have examined all the parts 
of religion with the greateft exa^lncfs and 
impartiality? I anfwer, that who arc 
realfy the moft learned and pious will be 
rftatter of endlefs difpute, and tan never 
be certainly fix'd. Or if it could, there is 
ftill this objedtion againft admitting their 
judgment as a deci^ve rule, that they 
I ' are 
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are fallible zs well as others; and haveSERM. 
frequently aflerted and maintained fuch .Xll. 
principles, as derogate highly from the 
honour of God, and are of vaft diflervice 

to religion. Muft we then give up 

the diredlion of our faith to our jpiritual 
inftruSlorSy the governours of the church ? 
This will leave us in equal confufion ancj 

uncertainty. -For who are they ? — - If 

the ecclefiajiics of every nation are to ap- 
poii\t and fettle the national faith, there 
is likely to be the fame ^variety and incon-- 
Jiftency in it, as if it was left to every 
map's own priv^tf^xpa^n pr if^he eatr 
eft. number are to th?, ^en^era^, faith pf 
Chriftians, we.nelifft gjveiup^.qtj^ mkr^ 
JiandingSy our fenfes, our humanity y for 
the follies and cruelties of Popijh fuper- 
ftition. Or, finally, if we are to fubmit 
to the religion of m^ qvil magifirate^ 
cxadtiy the fame confeqqpnces will folloT?f 
from it 5 the fame incon^fteficy of princi- 
ples and pr^^tices, all fuppos'd to be effcn- 
tial parts of the one true religion jj[ which 
by the way, .i^^makmg reUgion. itfelf a 
CMtradiSlion.) ^. JPoVj^ls yf^y of el^^liiKr 
ing uniformity of opinioa under one go- 
vernment wil), in different countries, as 
U 4 necef-« 
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Serm. neceflarily eftablfth a variety % and be, 
XII. whhal, of equal, nay, of mruch greater 
itrwictia Mahomet anifm^ and Heatbentjmy 
than to the caufe of ChrifHanity. It ap- 
pears then from what has been faid, that 
to endea^vour to bring all mankind to die 
lame fentimetits in matters of religions con- 
trevferfy, is an aifurd, romantic fchcmc, 
^d reprefents religion as nothing effe btrt 
bmward formah'ty, artifice^ and crafty 
6r a mere piece of Jlate-convenience^zni 
policy. 

The fame may be faid of uniformity in 
external modes of worfhip and difcipKne, 
^z. that this, likewife, cannot be a ne- 
ccfTaiy term . of Chriftian communion. 
iPor it will be altogether as difficult to 
determine. Who are to fettle external rites 
and ceremonies, and forms of church-go- 
vernment, as atticles of Ipec^ilative be- 
lief; and the very (kmc wild confequenccs 
will follow, from allowing it to the ma^- 
Jority^ the churchy or the civil magtftrate^ 
tn onetafe^ as ihthepther. Befides, the 
lawfulnei^ expediency, or divme . autho- 
rity of any particular fojrm is as much a 
piatter of private Opinion and IpecufatiOT, 
as the truth or falfliood of dodrinai pro- 

pofitions: 
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pofitions : And therefore, k is natural Serm. 
to cxpcft a variety of fentimente about it. XII. 

Indeed the plain tratJi Jtf the cafe lics^^"^"^^ 
here. Every man has an unatitnable right 
to judge, forfemfetf, what piinctples are 
}tift and ratfohal^ and what Jbfm of reli- 
gion is moft ^ceptable to God. It is ab- 
Iblute nonfenfe to talk of thing in re- 
ligion, that is liot enttfely fDWidid on in- 
ward conviSiieni^ ztiA choice^ - ^ If we ex- 
clude this, arid fijppofe that private per- 
fons are bound to fubmit to a ^fubtic con-» 
fcieiice,' and ^ ^aUiJtfd notions of order 
and decehey, we build reiigidn on the r«- 
ins of human ^^reafon ; oijd may indeed 
make it any dnng^ ^ be it ev« ib w6ak and 
trifling, ever ib much mifchievous and 
hurtfal, ever lb contrary to'the moral per- 
fections of God, arid tte imYnutable prin- 
cifdes of truth and ri^iteoulhefs. And at 
this rate is it ^(x\hy a mfe man^s con- 
cern ? Can k deferve to be fUpported f 
Would k not ilather be for the intereft of 
manlund, if it was ^bfblutely banijh'd die 
world ? On the <:ontrary, if it be (as it 
muft if k be any thing at aM) z perfonal 
thing, and all are at liberty to judge and. 

determine 
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Serm. determine for themfclves, in every cir" 
XII. cumftance, what is fit and proper 5 and 
^"■"^^^'^if Chriftiani^ malcQs no alteration in 
mens natural right i j .tl;^ inference to be 
made from hence is moil obvious and mi- 
deniable^ wV. that no mere difference gf 
opinion, either in matters of fpecniative 
belief, or about outward- forms of wor- 
fhip a%d diicq>line, c^n ^tOxorj neceflary 
Chriftian unity, whiph, upon every other 
fuppofition is a chimera^ an abiblute. 
poffibility, 

. If this be allowed, it may be alk'd, 
what will become of jfitflJ/iV . order ? I an- 
fwcr, wlj?ft k public ^ ^fi^l It can't be 
unijormity j|i mattiirs 4)f mer^ opinion, for 
that ha^/iJ^l^ftiitfi^wn ;fo be, injpoffil^ 
and therje. ^U^^. not TOOi;c diforder from 
a varietyf: €|f-^ti«j^n(^, jn than 
from difFefepjl>,j(chfii^^Jf;philqfqpJ^ po- 
litics, q^qfMjoimy, ot di|fefent rules of ci-^ 
yil.life;A«^y^^ than froro:.tl^ difference of 
'mens faccj, 'imtujral tmipmi circumft^i^i^ 
cea, or -thi^ infinite Vvie^yjjhat appejifs 
in the c0n^if»tion of t)ip y^ivprfe, ;wbich 
yet, upoja . the wh<?lei 4^^^^^ 
mmius. a.nd, hautiful. , ;Tl^e right 
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dir o{ things witk f c^pcfl to niahkin(J,SERM2 
who are intell^ni beings; and endti'd XIL 
with moral powers, is, ^en mtry indi-- '^"^"V^ 
vidual exercifes' hisiieafon, and forms his 
notions of religion for himielf, and the 
more ftridtly thife or^ is preferv'd, dif- 
ferences, in ItflSar matters, will be more 
unavoidable and neceflary. —They are 
only imaginary r\i]&$. or order of hmmn 
contrivance, perv^crtihg the natural order 
that God has eftiblifli'd, wMi. which fiich 
difierences are.at all ^ncohililent. ^ 

Let me add to this, that a wr/V/y of 
fentimehtsin religidn, while moderation 
and mutoal ch^ity\ are maintained, can 
hIo no hurt, as wisILas create no confixiion « 
whereas an attempt to introduce ptd^lic 
uniformity and the iinpofing unfiriptural 
terais conimunion, have been a coh*- 
ikrit {f^VQt of&hii&sia the church, and 
as' long z$ they >icontii!iue, will in£dlihly 
Jceep alive a fpirxt x)£ an^mofity, arid per- 
petuate cot^htion *and violence. 
^ : AHd: finally,! when there di^£r£nce 
of opSnionsi fisA \z /^pariet^ of outward 
.fbtms^ this is juftcfuch a ftate. of things as 

wiiib man, would export if alt were bowsft 
^ " aqd 
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Serm. and iii^r/^/ enquirers ; whereas \£ imc 
XIL fett o£ principles, and d)e fam fel^ma of 
^■^^^^ worfhip and difcip^qe, not divcrfify'd w 
theminuteft circuiiifbtnce, were unito:- 
iaUy to prevail, it would not look like 
iumifn Mature I it would have nothmg of 
the af^^earance of JmcBrity ^ and, con- 
&qiiently,- ffiuft lead an indi&reat %ec-»> 
tator to condade, that religion was . all 
com^aifimcey cm&tlihefx^ carnal poU* 
cy^ and did not 4>iing from a conviction 
of the undcrftanding, or a ii^, delxberate 
choice. . : 

From what has bc^ faid, I would 
fiiak^ a &w obfervatipns relating to die 
jiature and guilt of fchifin, ^nd lb con- 
xiudc. Arid, /; 

ift^ It appears, that let therp be 
ianaany differences amongft Chriftiaos, as 
long 2B&mdual dbarJty k ipr^fct^'dy there 
cannot be the guik of fchi£ai. Evea the 
<ihurch of £^;a/, fo corrupt as it is, and 
fo grofsly.as it has perverted tiae dodrin^ 
and infiitutions of thci Chriftian religion, 
.wx)uld not hp fcbr/maticalj if it di^ not 
confine Chri&iamty tx) it$ :own £tdion, 
^Lod make par^-pecttGaridies nece&ry 
2 ternis 
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term& of communion ; $dd dhftr^y fe-SWRM. 
Tidtince all firicndlhip and unity widi Chri- XIL 
ftianB of a diflferfelit j)erfuafidn. A maa^ ^ ^ 
that h6\d& die common faith the Gof- 
^1, leads a holy life, hthimt |)&K:eabIy» 
iiHd hks charity fdt all, not^khllanding 
the varieties by which they are di- 
ftihgmfhed from each other, does not 
aiftr from ariy chiltfch fo fer as it is formed 
hn ^ eJJeMtSl i^i^^^ Gfiriftiamty) 
but bniy take^ ifeat lib^ty of judging 
ferliitnfelf, which /'^^^ allows, and r^-- 
veldtioH confitttis to him ; a liberty to dif* 
fcr ftdm faUfUe ekpofltiohs df fcripture, 
frohi civil cohftitUtk>n8, or ecclefiaJHcal 
ordihaiices of frather lefs aiithdrity. Fbt 
if any perfon^s judgment ought to be fub-^ 
mitted to as a public ftandard, it ihould 
certainly be that of the civil magiftrate ; 
who, generally fpeaking, ihuft have left 
temptation, than tiibfe who jiretehd to a 
MJlinSl and independent juriidiction, to in*- 
troduce fuch fchemes of religion as are 
injurious to mankind, And d^ftrudtive of 
the fecurity, order, and happinefs of fo- 
ciety. So that alienation of afFedlion, 
and a turhulent, eMommunicaiing fpirit, 

are 
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Serm. are thp eflence of fchilin, and not mer0 
XII* diflferende.of opinion • not the ufe of dif^ 
^""^"^^ ferent ceremonies, or of no ceremonies at 
idl ; or joining ourielvee to any particular 
religious conraiunion. For, : according to 
St. Paul^ (who in fcveral fSaflages Uames 
the Corintbtans for divifionsr or fchi&ns 
mong themfelves in the fame commu-- 
nity) this crime may committed where 
there is no feparation from a particular 
church : And coniequently they that dif-^ 
fer uncharitalflyj wh^tkct they belong all 
to one, or forni dillin<ft worfhipping a£- 
femblies (and they aloqe) are ichifinatics } 
and to throw the odium and infamy of this 
charader on any peaceable denominations 
of Chrillians, is mere fcandal and calumny; 

2dlyj Differences among Chriftians are 
not only innocent^ while unity of affec- 
tion is preferved, but there are many 
cafes, in which a fep^ation from a par- 
ticular church is abfolutely necejfary. This 
is univerfally allowed when its worfliip is 
idolatrous or fuperjlitious^ or it requires 
. unlawful terms of communion ; and there* 
fore I (hall infift no longer upon it, but 
only obferve, that what is an idolatrous 

or 
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or luperftitiou? Xvorfhip/ or what arc real- Serm. 
ly unlawful terms of communion, can't. Xll. 



be determined by any public authori-^ 
ty, but muft be left to the private juJg^ 
ment of »e very man's mind. And, con- 
fequently, 

In the third place, none, who are truly 
bonejl^ who are not fway^d by irregular 
paiHons, or vicious prejudices, but j upon 
a deliberate impartial enquiry, according 
to their capacity and advantages, think 
themfelves obliged, in confcience^ to diflent 
from their brethren ; no fuch perfons as 
theie, I fay, can polKbly incur the guilt 
of Schifm : For this would be to make 
bone/iy it/elf , a crime; and at the fame 
time that wie fuppofe it a man's duty to 
adt according to the light and direflions of 
his confcience, to reproa.ch and condemn 
him for it. Particular fcruplcs may in- 
deed be groundlefsy the judgment we form, 
and upon which we take the liberty to fe- 
parate firom odiers, may be erroneous i but 
are there no allowances to be made for the 
wcaknefs and fallibility of human reafon ? 
Is not this every honefl man's misfortune^ 
rather than his fault f Will not the mer- 



ciful 
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SiKM. cifbl govdraoiir of Ae worid ovtrlook it ? 
XIL And £baU not we fi-eait foch a one with 

'•^^^ candour and humanity, ndtwkhftanding 

his inwbmtary errors ? —Or flwill we 

rnn him down with r^oach and^infamy ? 

. If men of real integrity may l)c fdWf- 

matics porely for being miftaken, and 
having an over-ftrift and fcrupulous con- 
fcience, fehiim mtift be perfeftly innoctnt^ 
becaufe it alwirfs has been^ and ever witl 
be, in innumerable ca&s, uMvoidable. Or 
if it be ftiii iniifted on diat fiich difib^en- 
ces are highly criminal, and difplea/ing to 
God, tho' they are not, at all, the matter 
of onr cboice^ this will be to make guilt 
and mi&ry nccef£iry ; which^ if it was 
really a do^rine of ChrifHanity, muftbe 
fuch a ftrong intrir^ mark of impofture, 
fo abfolutely rontrary to all our notions 
the wildom, and jufticc, not to lay the 
goodnefe of God, that no mirades, how 
great or numerous foever, would be fufB- 
cient to eftabli(h its authority. 

But is it not our duty to facrifice a 
few fcruplcs for the peace of the church? 

— Not one. — For if the peace of the 
church can't be fccur*d without giving up 

confcience 
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fconfcience, honour, and integrity, it isSERM. 
better it be dijhtrbed ; better there were XII. 
no church at ally than that the caufe of 
true piety and virtue fliould fufFer by it. 
Befides* how is this peace broken by the 
fcrupulous diflcnt of an honeft mind from 
eftablifh^d opinions, and- forms of wor- 
fliip, while he behaws charitably^ and is 
content with enjoying his own liberty, 
without infutting and cenfurtng others? 
Nothing, furely, can hinder, but the 
church may be at peace as well as the 
Jlate^ notwithftanding a variety of fenti- 
ments and manners, unlcfs it be that the 
i^pojing party y who call themfelves the 
church, are refolv'd there fhall be no 
peace till all fubmit to their authority, 
and comply with their humours and pre- 
judices J till they have brought about an 
uniformity in trifes^ that have not the 
leall relation to true Chriftianity ; which 
is a monjlrous attempt in itfelf, and, if 
ever it prevails, will probably banifli re- 
ligion and virtue out of the world, to 
make way for outward form and hypo- 
crify. I may add, that the modejiy of 
fuch perfons is very extraordinary, as well 
Vol. I. X as 
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Serm. as their inclination to an harmony and 
XII. union with their brethren, who can de- 

t/^/X fj^^^ againft their confciences 

f<x the iake of peace, e. in other words, 
only to lilence their own unreafonablc 
clamours, who are determined to be latif- 
fy*d on no fofter terms ; and yet refufe to 
abate a few indifferent ceremonies, (which 
are of no ufe in religion but to engender 
ftrifc and variance, and which they have 
no pretence of confcience for keeping) to 
remove offence fromhoneft minds, and 
thereby reftore the public tranquillity. 
In all fuch differences as thefc, if there 
be really the guilt of fchifm, it will not 
fall on men of fcrupulous integrity^ who 
cannot, without forfeiting their virtue, 
comply with what is require of them 5 
but on the rigid impofers of human 
fchemes, who by their ftiifnels caufe the 
divifion, and all the rancour and animoii- 
ty that aittends it 

Nay, 

* It may be thought, perhaps, that, m fome things, I 
have confounded hercfy with fchifm, and fchifm with 
herefy. I think it proper therefore, juft to obferve, that 
tho' the two icleas are really diftin^l^ fo that a man may 

efpottfe 
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Nay, even tho* the terms of commU-SERM'A 
hion, with any particular church, are XII. 
allowed to be laidfuly it does not from ^^^"V^ 
thence follow, that I am obligM to wof- 
fhip ftatedly with it j but if I think the 
conftitution and manner of worfliip, in 
other churcheSj more expedient and ufe^ 
ful^ I am certainly at foil liberty, as a 
tnan^ and a cbriftiani to join with them. 
My differing from the niajority does not 
break the peace, if I adl with moderation 
and candour ; I do nothing but what I 
have a right to -do, and am not anfwer- 
X 2 able 

efpottfe the intereds of a partkulai' ft6Hdn agalnft true 
Chriftianit/^ without going (b far as to renounce commu- 
nion with other Chriftians^ and therefore without being a 
Jchifmatic j and on the Contrary, may be the caufe of very 
onnecefiaryi uncharitable^ and fatal divisions in the church, 
and yet not ad againftconfcieace, nor, confequently, be^ 
in the fenfe of St. Paul, an heretic ; notwithllandingj I fay, 
that thefe things may pojfihly happen, 'tis undeniable that 
both thefe crimes frequently meet in the fame charadcrs, 
and natural to exped that they mllXi generally^ go together. 
And this I take to be a fufiicient juflification of what I 
advanc'd, that a ^violent party fpirit, that puts men 
opOA excommunicating and uncbriftianing the reft of th« 
world, is the true nature and higheH guilt of fchifm ; and 
for the reafons alledged, under the lall head of the fore- 
going difcourfej one of the moft fufpldom marks of herefy. 
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Serm. able for /?mJ!f;i/^/ confequences ; but the 
XII. whole guilt of them muft lie at their 
^■^^"^^door, who take occalion, from an inno- 
cent circumftance, to foment a fpirit of 
faSiion and difcord. Not that I am a- 
gainft a compUable temper, in order to re- 
concile religious differences ; but there is 
no reafon that the compliance fhould be 
all on one Jide. We ought not to fiibmit 
too tamely^ for fear of eftablifliing arbi- 
trary power ; and I can't but think that 
it may be of great ufe to ftand up a- 
gainft unwarrantable incroachments and 
impofitions, for the fake of the common 
rights of mankind, which are thereby in- 
vaded. But when thofe who leparate 
become cenforious and rigidj when they 
think of themfelves aS the only Chrifti- 
ans, and confine their affedion and efteem 
to perfons of their own fentiments and 
party, tho' their feparation might be jufti- 
fied, if they had confcience to plead, their 
uncharitablenefs makes them fchifmatics t 
So that as there are cafes, in which otXy 
one fide is guilty of fchifm, there are 
others in which both are chargeable with 
it, the impofers of human forms, and 

tHofe 
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thofe who diflent from them ; 'uiz. whenSERM. 
they condemn, reproach and uncharitably XII, 
refufe communion with each other. ^^-<v^ 
Upon the whole, would we avoid the 

guilt both of berefy and fchifm ? Let 

us be bonejl and peaceable. In all the 

differences which we may have with our 
brethren, let us a6t with moderation, and 
maintain an humble, charitable, conde- 
fcending temper, Tho* they may re- 
quire fuch things of us, as may hinder 
our joining with *em in their communion, 
let us keep open our own ; and be ready 
to receive Jincere Chriftians of every de- 
nomination. And when we have done 

all, that is in our power, to preferve or 
rejiore peace, we may patiently bear the 
abufes of Jlanderous tongues ; and leave 
bigots, and the advocates for church- 
power and impofition, to the tortures of 
their own narrow^ gloomy^ and rejllefs 
minds, and the contempt they will cer- 
tainly meet with, from all the rational^ 
good-natured, and ingenuous part of man- 
kind. 
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SERMON XIII. 

Of the pleafures of a religious life* 



Prov. iii. 17. 

Her njoays are ways of pleafantnefs \ 
and all her paths are peace. 

HESE words are part oFSerm. 
Solomon^s defcriptlon of the XIII. 
advantages of ivifdom^ or true ^^'^V^ 
religion, which, contrary to 
the general method of this book (composed 
for the moft part of independent fentenccs) 
he purfues in a connedted difcourfe. He 
begins the chapter with recommending a 
ftrift regard to the rules of virtue from 
X 4 thia 
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Serm. this confideration, that 'tis the moft likely 
XIII. way to fccure ejteem and influence^ and a 
^""^^^^ long^ happy y honourable life : The fame ar- 
gument is refiimed at the 1 3th verfe ; and 
the >*hole is wrought up with fo much 
beauty and elegance^ that I choofe to give 
it in the language of the wife author him- 
felf : Happy is the man that finieth nmf- 
dom^ and the man that getteth underfiand- 
ing. For the merchandize of it is better 
than the merchandize of filver^ and the 
gain thereof than fine gold. She is more 
precious than rubies j and all the things 
thou canfi defire are not to be compared un^ 
to her. Length of days is in her right 
hand 5 and in her left hand riches and bh- 
nour. Her ways zxz ways of pleafantnefs ; 
and all her paths are peace. I fhall only 
add by w^y of introdu6lion, that if the 
argument from pleafure appears to be op 
the fide of religion, it may be hoped its 
efficacy will be univerfal j fincc a defire 
of happinefs is an inextinguijhable principle 
ip human nature, and one of the moft 
powerful motives, by which the bulk of 
xnankind are determin'd. In my follow- 
^ifcourfe, I fhall 

I. Premife 
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for exjplaining and illuftrgting the ob^ ^ 
Icrvation contained in the text. And 
then, which is the chief part of my 
deiign, proceed to (how, 
II. The pepdiar excellency of the plea- 
fares of religion and virtue. 

The firjl thing that I would premife is, 
that what is here faid of the pleafures of 
religion fuppofes that perfons are, in ibme 
degree, inured to the pradicc of it, and 
have a virtuous difpoiition and turn of 
mind : For without this there can be no 
more a tafte of divine and moral pleafures^ 
than of animal gratifications without the 
fcnies. Every pleafure muil have its 
cvAty o( perceivingy iiiited and adapted to 
it. And therefore to thofe who have led 
a difiblute irregular life, the ways of religi- 
on are at iirft ungrateful and burthenfbmes 
becaufe they not only oppoie the current 
of the ai)imal paflions, but ilubborn and 
inveterate habits ; and fo oblige them to 
offer, for fome tiipe at leaft, a kind of vio^ 
lence to nature. But when corrupt appe- 
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Serm. tites arc fubdued, vitious prcjudices re* 
XIIL movM, and contrary principles fixed with- 

^^^^in us, then religion is eafy^ and the duties 
of it are delightful. And the pleafures of 
piety, as will hereafter be fliewn, are be- 
yond comparifon the moll excellent that 
human nature is capable of ; iuited to its 
dignity, worthy its exalted capacities, 
^ fiibftantial and durable ; fo that when a 
man comes to praftice it with freedom^ he 
begins to enjoy himfelf, and his noble fa- 
culties in their right order, and lives in a 
manner agreeible to his high original, and 
the defign of his creation. Nay, even the 
contrmiing licentious inclinations, as 'tis a 
rational^ generous^ and manly aftion, muft 
of confequence, notwithftanding the trou- 
ble and mortification that attends it, afford 
much greater and more fublime fatisfadlion 
to the mind, than any that can fpring firom 
an indulgence of them. Again, 

^dly. In interpreting Solomon's obferva- 
tion we muft except extraordinary cafes ; 
. ds we are oblig'd to do with rcfpcft to 
many other general propofitions, which are 
only fuppos'd to hold true in the common 
courfe of things. The cafe, for example, 
I of 
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of perfecution, an evil indeed, that, Serm. 
upon the whole, happens but feldom, and XIII. 
may be avoided in part, even when a fpi- ^-'''V^ 
fit of opprefEon prevails, by a difcreet 
and moderate behaviour 5 the c^, I fay, 
of violent perfecutUn muft be particularly 
excepted j which may, inagroat meafure, 
deftroy the natural advantages refulting 
from the pradicc of virtue. However, it 
can't be denied, that a very confid^able 
pleafure will arifc from adling a brave and 
fieddy {wt, and adhering inflexibly to our 
duty under the bittereft reproaches and 
iuBTerings •j, and the inward (hame and un- 
eafinefs, which a man of a generous temper 
muft feel, on a cowardly defertingthe caufe 
of truth and righteoufnefs, may equals and 
fometimcs, perhaps, exceed the inconveni- 
ences that the good man labotirs under, 
and bears with a patient, firm, unfhakea 
mind, in maintenance of his integrity. 

Finally, we are to underftand the words 
of the text, not as fpeaking of what is al- 
ways faSy but of the dircft and natural 
tendeney of the thing. The pleafures/of re- 
ligion may be deftroy'd by dark and 
gloomy notions of it, or by the influence 

of 
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Serm. of a melancholy habit : But when there 
XIII. is nothing in mens particular complexion, 

^"^"^ inclining to fpleen and dejedednefs^ nothing 
in their fcheme of religion, that leads to 
fuperftuious rigour znA feverity^ when its 
duties are rightly underftood, and carefiil- 
ly pradtis'd, the genuine cffed: of it is in- 
ward compofure and fatisfadion : Htrioays 
are ways of pleafantnefs^ and all her paths 
zxt peace. And, indeed, how can it be 
oth«:wife, when religion allows of all the 
innocent and defireable pleafures even of 
the fenfitive kind, and by promoting the 
health of our bodies, and the chearfulnefs 
and ferenity of our minds, heightens every 
other enjoyment; when 'tis nothing elie 
but afting up to the reafon and truth of 
things, an imitation of the moral perfec- 
tions of God, and, confequently, ther^r- 
titudcj and fupreme dignity of human na- 
ture ; and will therefore procure for us the 
acceptance and favour of our great Crea- 
tor, and a glorious and eternal reward. 
Thefe neceflary rules for underftanding the 
text being premised, I proceed to fliew, 

2dly. The peculiar excellency of the 
pleafures of religion and virtue ; that they 
2 arc 
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are the higheft mankind are capable ofjSERM. 
have every thing in them that can recom- XIIL 
mend any pleafures to the purfuit of ratio- ^^''^"'^'^ 
nal beings ; and infinitely the advantage^ 
in many refpefts, over ail other enjoyments 
whatfoever. This I take to be the moft 
necelTary part of a difcourfe on this fub- 
je<ft ; and the only confideration that is 
likely to reclaim thofe, vrhofe judgments 
are perverted and darkned by a long indul- 
gence of irregular affedlions. Even fuch 
perfons, who are unhappily enflaved to 
vice> will, I fuppofe, make no fcruple of 
allowing, that there may be pleafures in a 
religious life, and the ftridt practice of vir- 
tue, where there is a proper difpofitwi of 
mind to relifli them ; nay, moreover, that 
where this is the particular turn^ they 
may afford a much more agreeable enter- 
tainment than any other purfuits of a dif- 
ferent kind. But then, they will be apt 
to plead, that mens pleafures are as vari- 
ous as their inclinations and tempers^ and 
the prevailing principles by which they 
are influenced ; and, of confequence, as 
they find in themfelves a contrary tajie^ 
whether it be from nature, or cufltom, the 

happinefs 
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Serm. happinds that is moft Juitable for them 
XIII. mull lie quite another way; that they 
^""^^^^^ have no notion cf any greater or more 
defireabie pleafures, than what they al-^ 
ready enjoy ; and that it is unreafbnaUe 
to expcdt they ihould give up thofe delights 
which they have always been ujed to, and 
know the fweetnefs and value of, for others 
which they never ^x^^/^^J, and perhaps 
lhall never bring themfelves thoroughly to 
approve i nay, which, for ought they know, 
may have no real foundation in nature^ 
but Ipring entirely from a particular 
nvarmth of entbufiafm^ that only a few are 
capable of. 

What method now mull we take to 
convince fuch men of the weaknefs and 
Ibphiftry of their rcafonings, and that 
diey miferably deceive and impofe upon 
themfelves ? . W ill it be fufiicient to 
tell them barely, that there are plealures 
in the praftice of religion^sind virtue f — — 
To this they will anfwer, that there are 
plealures, likewife, in the purfuits of dm*^ 

bition^ and fenfuality. The only way 

therefore that we can follow is to Ihew, 
that there is, in nature^ a difference be- 
tween 
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tween the fe veral pleafures, to which man* Sfi r m. 
kind are addided^ that their particubr XIII. 
fentiments, prejudices, afFedlions, and ha-^"*""^'^ 
bits don't dejiroy^ or in reality at all kf^ 
fen this necejfary difference ; and that 
the fuperiority on all accounts, whether it 
be in refpedt of purity^ fiUdity^ duration^ 
and every other circumftance that can 
help to iiurnifh out the moft compleat la- 
tisfa£tion, is on the fide of the pleafures 
of the virtuous man. And this Ifliall 
attempt to do in the remaining part of 
my difcourfe ; and hope, that tho' I muft 
be oblig'd, by reducing this noble fubjedl, 
which can hardly be exhaufted, within fo 
narrow a compafs, to treat of it partially 
and imperfeSifyy fufficient hints may how- 
ever be fuggefted, to recommend a reli- 
gious life not only to the graver and more 
ccnfiderate part of this audience, but even 
to thofe, if there are any fuch, who are 
of a gayer turn, and have no efteem of any 
thing but as it contributes to their plea- 
fures. 

I might begin with this, that the plea- 
lures of religion are manly ^ i. e. they are 
the exercife of our noblejl faculties, and 

alone 
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Serm. alone fuited to the difiinguijhtng capaci- 
XIII. ties of human nature. Indeed it muft 
^'^^^^^be own*d, that fenfitivc gratifications, 
are agreeable to one part of our fi-ame, 
in which there are ftrong appetites^ 
planted by the all-wile Creator himfelf, 
that demand fuch gratifications 3 and con- 
Icquently, they may, within certain bounds, 
be innocently and regularly indulged. But 
are thefe the peculiar pleafures for which 
mankind were form*d, and endu'd with 
thofe excellent powers that advance them 
fo eminently above the animal creation ? 
No one can bring himfelf to affert, or 
even to imagine this, who has ever con- 
fider'd his own make and conftitution. 
Reafon and reflexion are of very little ufe 
to us in fenfual enjoyments i which are 
found perhaps in much greater ftrength 
and perfedtion, among the brutes, who 
have nothing of this fublime^ over-ruling 
direBing principle, but are led only by 
tnjlin6i and appetite. Nay, it is not a 
mere pojjible fuppofition, but highly pro^ 
babky fincc thefe are the only enjoyments 
they arc capable^ of 5 and, befides, this 
further reafon may be given, fi-om the 

wifdom 
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wifdom and goodnefs of Gbd, why man-SFRM. 
kind flioiild , not have fo exquifite a tafte XIII- 
of plcafures that depend on tfic bodily ^"^^'^'^ 
fenfes as inferior creatures, viz. left their 
affedtionsj which in the prefent ftate arc 
apt to be moft impetuous and £ottra^ 
vagant this way, fhould be quite engaged 
and captivated by lower and meaner gra- • 
tifications, to the negleft of much more 
cnnfideYabl'ei even intelleBnal and mordl 
pleafures. It appears then, that the in- 
dulgencies of fenfe arc not the peculiar 
|)leafures of a man, and have nothing at 
all to do with his mhlefiy diftinguijh^ 
ing faculties : They are not indeed, 
nvortby human nature in its ftate of mino-^ 
rity ; but may as properly be caird bru^ 
tali as manly pleafures. On the contra- 
ry^ the pleafures of which vire are capable 
by means of our rational nature, are of 
an abfelutely difierent kind : They are 
the pleafures of piety i jujiice^ gratitude^ 
k^nevolerice, and a regular pf-government t 
Thefe therefore mpft naturally znd JiriB^ 
^belong to ifs as men, and, of cbnfe- 
quence, muft be our fuptenie entcrtairi- 
jiient and delight. But perhaps it will 
. Vol- I. Y bava 
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Sbrm. have Kttlc influence, againft flron^pre^ 
XIIL judice and habit on the fide of vice, tot 
^"^^""^ £hew that the pleafures of fel^ion arc 
manly ^ and, argue Acir fuperitnr exceUtnc^ 
from thence ; I ihall therefore eodeavouc 
to prove^ that they are. In their own na^ 
turCj preferable Co. all other enjojmients* 
And, 

ifi. The pleafureis of virtue fuppoie all 
tiioie unruly pajfiam to be fubdu'd, or,» 
at leaft, controul d and moderated, v^hich 
are the caufe of the grcateH difordcrs and 
miferies in human life ^ all the fenfual 
fajjions to .be corredked, and bept widiin 
their juft limits, that they may neither 
impair our health, corrupt and debafe our 
Blinds, or injure our fellow- creatures ; 
all the difordefly motions of pride and 
envy fupprefe'd j and the violent tfanf- 
ports of anger and rfa)^;/g-^ checked and 
rcftrain'd ; in (horf, every thing calm and 
firene^ every affeiaion and appetite obe- 
dient to the //// of re^fon, and, 
confeqaently, creating neither difturbance 
mthin, nor confufion mthtut. The right 
government of the paffions is an impof ^ 
tant and ^effeniial branch, of viirtute, andt 
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one of the chief pleafures that attend Serm. 
the praftice of it : For befides the num- XIII. 
berlefs vexations and inquietudes which it '^^^^^ 
pfevehfs, it is a fedate, uniform, felf-en- 
jbymenty that no affluence of outward 
prosperity ^ no fplendor of greatnefs^ no 
Jidrts and fiajhes of pleafure, no Jhori^ 
liv^d extajles can compehfate for the want 
oF: Thus co)npo^d arc the pleafures of* 
religion. But can the fame be faid of 
any other pleafures? ^^ar from it. To 
inftanceonly in indulgences ; while 

a' man is the moft eager in tlie purfuit 
of them, he may .pine away with envy^ 
be tols'd and agitated by furious refent- 
itiferits, of rack'd with the torments of 
difappointed ambition : Nay, they won't 
ib much as remove the uneafinefs, arifing 
ffoni the particular appetites to which 
they are immediately adapted ; but as,' 
before enjoyment, they are reftlej's and 
violent y by' frequent gratification they be- 
conie more inflamed and infaiiable. 

idly^ It is another excellent property 
of the pleafures of religion and virtue, that 
they win bear the Jiri&eji review^ and 
improve upon refleBion. Let a man exa- 
y 2 mine, 
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Serm. mine, ever fo carefully, the pleafures he 
XIII. feels on having faithfully difcharg'd his 
duty to God, and pradtifed that reve- 
rence and fubmiffion, that love and gra- 
titude, which are immutably due, from 
all rational beings, to the father of the 
univcrfe, the eternal and inexhauftible 
fountain of good ; the pleafures of im- 
partial juftice, and generous, diffiifive be- 
nevolence 5 orthofe that fpring from tem- 
perance and chaftity, keeping all his paf- 
fions under ftridl government, and deny- 
ing himfelf every irregular gratification, 
however agreeable to his warmeft and 
llrongeft inclinations : Let him examine 
thefc pleafures (I fay) ever fo carefiilly, 
and they will all appear to be worthy his 
moft excellent faculties, the dignify and re^ 
finement of his nature. He will find him- 
felf fo conftituted, that it is impofiible 
for him to avoid being delighted with 
the review of fuch a regular, honour^ 
able, and amiable condu<S j and there is 
nothing but a fenfe of his dcfedts, and 
not having cultivated thefe virtues in a 
higher degree, that can give the leaft 
check to his inward fatisfadlion* Every 
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new refleStion is a repetition of the plea-SERM, 
fure. XIII. 

But the enjoyments of fenfe, if purfu'd ^^^'^^ 
with the utmoft prudence and modera- 
tion, will be found to be, at beft, but 
innocent. There is nothing in them that 
fhews the excellency of our conftitution, 
above that of the creatures below us; 
and, confequently, it is not in their na- 
ture to yield that generous and fublime 
delight, that arifes from exercifes of piety 
and virtue. Nay there is, really, fbme- 
thing mortifying that attends a juft efti- 
mate and confideration of them j as tfiey 
difcover to us the weaknefs and imperfec^ 
tion of our prefent frame, and the difor-^ 
ders to which it is liable. For by means 
of that very animal compofition, which 
renders us capable of enjoyments of this 
kind, we are fubjed: to innumerable in- 
conveniencies ; not only to ungovfern*d 
paflions, and the fatal extravagancies that 
they continually produce, but to dejedled 
ipirits, confus'd and melancholy thoughts, 
ficknefs, pain, and all the evils of mor- 
tality. And if the indulgences of fenft, 
Cv?n when they are moft regukr, yield 



Digitized by Google 



336 Of the pleajures of a religious lift, 

.Serm. fo little comfort on a review, and arc 
XIII. rather a bumbling confideration, than a 
^■^^v^ fburce of real fatisfailion to the mind ; 
in what a diiagreeable light muf): the 
exccjfes of luxury and vicious pl^^fiire ap- 
pear, upon cool and impartial refle<9tipii ? 
Thefe, the natural confequenccs of whic)}, 
where there is not an hardned ipfeniible 
temper, are nothing but confufion^ Jh^vfe 
and remorfe^ can't bear a coinpjirifbn wifji 
the rational pleafures of religion, which, 
the more they are conjideredj rauft be the 
more thoroughly approved. IJLcligioqs 
pleafures are, of all others, thp nioft pure 
and untnixty nqt intprrupted in the enjoy- 
ment with difquieting fufpicions, nor fuc- 
ceeded by uneafy terrors : And this is one 
of their nobleft and moft recommending 
properties ; a property tha^ can never be- 
long to any enjoynients, however, for 
the moment they laft, tranfporting^ how- 
ever applauded and admired^ that reafon 
condemns. And nothing can more fiilly 
demonftrate the folly of fuch irregular 
indulgences than this, that it is abfb- 
lutely impoflible for any ipan to be hap- 
py, whofe favourite gratifications leave a 
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^ing behind them, who is ajhamed c£ Sis.'Siu, 
his condu(3:, and at variance widi hinalelf. XIII. 

, '^dly^ The pleafures of religion depend ^^^^"^^^ 
entirely on ourfehfs^ $nd not on thofe 
x^umbarlefs accidents, which may either 
prevent, or hl^ft, or entirely deftroy all 

outward pleafures : Not on the fenfes^ 

which may loofc their quicknefs ; not 

on the animal pajjiom^ which may grow 

faint and languid ; not on the return 

of an over "loaded and jaded appetite ; — 
not on mutual agreement and confedera-z 
cy 5 — not on critical feafons, and fpecia{ 
opportunities — nor on the jealoufies^ 
pijjiom^ and oppofite interejh oi our fel- 
low-creatures, Thefe things have almo{]|- 
the fole influence in forming, and dif- 
^ofing of the pleafures of the ambitious 
and the fenfuajiji hvit thofe that fprin^ } 
from virtue are free and independent j 
Being fe^ed in the mind, they may be 
cnjoy'd in their greateft refinement when 
the body decays, and the edg? of all its 
appetites is blunted. The malic? ^ncj 
power of the moft formidable op-i 
prefTors, who may take from us all thq ^ 
QHtwvd accommodations of life, can*t^ 

. . Y 4. deprive 
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Serm. deprive us of them They for£dce us 

Xin. not even m foUittide. But if we wera 

^'^^^^ baniflied the fociety of all mankind, a 
confcioufhefe of our integrity, while we 
conversed in the world, and the refledion 
on the limplicity and reditude of our 
manners, would furnifh out a great and 
noble entertainment And as the pleaiures 
of a good life depend entirely on our- 
fehes, it is in our power to be always 
creafing them by a greater proficiency in 
virtue ; whereas thofe of fenfe are, acr 
cording to fx'd and Jiated laws of na- 
ture, by us unalterable. We may, indeed, 
animate and raife our imaginations^ and 
promife ourfelves, beforehand^ extraordi- 
nary fcenes of delight ; but with all our 
art can do but little, if any thing at all, 
to heighten the adlual enjoyment. 

Again, another very confiderable recomr 
mendation of the pleafores of religion is, 
that they can never be purfued to an ex-- 
cefs: -Never beyond the moft delibe- 
rate dictates of reafon; r never to 

bring a juft reproach upon ourfelves; 

— ^ or to the injury of others. On the 
contrary, the more vye are employ -d ia 
V ' ' \ V theft 
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Aefe pleafures, and, confequcntly, incul-SERM. 
dvating the folid principles of virtue, on XIII. 
which they are founded, the more fliall'*-*^^^ 
we enoble and exalt our nature, and be 
more extenjhely ufefiii to mankind. But 
the excejfkt of other kinds of pleafure 
are daily notorious^ and fill the world with 
the utmoft confufion and mifery. They 
impair healthy confume the Jubftance^ 
bring infiimy upon the charaSfer^ intro^ 
duce moft deplorable dillrefs into families, 
and violate the general peace and order of 
human fociety. Inftead of inlarging the 
mind, and infpiring fentiments of genero- 
fity , their natural cfFeft is to enervate and 
fiften it, and render it unfit for all that 
is great and manly. In (hort, they arc, 
in this particular, quite the reverfe of the 
pleafbresof religion, that in every inftance 
the greateft difficulty is, to prevent their 
being carried to an excefs 5 For without 
great prudence, care, and refolution, they 
will infallibly be attended with moft per- 
nicious confequences, and hurry us on to 
yery fiital extremes. 

^tbly. Religious pleafiircs are our bejl^ 
par only fupport^ under the difappoint- 

m?ntai 
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Serm. n^nts and c^l^mities of life. There are 
XIIL kjffrc^s^^ which a perfon may poflihly 
i/V^ divert, at in fome degree, by a 
courfe of intemperance and luxury ; hf 
conilantly infl^xning his pafljOAS, and do- 
ing bis i^Qioft to keep re^bn aileep: 
"fyA this is not fo much the patience and 
JUrmnefs of a man^ as ih^ Jlupidity of a 
brute. And' after all, as infcnfible as the 
finncr may appear to be in the midft of 
his afeiftcd ^iety, his mind may be con- 
f44i'Jy and an ^tter flranger to a fettled 
chearfulnels and peace: Or, however, 
there are fome circumftances, in which 
dl outward comforts mud £iil him, and 
l^ave him qpitc def^itute of relief. Let 
us fuppofe, for inftance, that he labours 
under decays of nature, or is tormented 
with acute pains, or under the immediate 
apprehenfiom of death 5 in fuch a condi- 
tion as this, when he is altogether inca- 
pable of any of thofe fcnfual gratifica- 
tions, which he has always pqrfued aa 
tji? fum of his felicity, will the remem-. 
brance of pajl pleafures refrelh ^nd bear, 
uj) his fpirits ? Qul^ contrary. They 
nmft appqv, *t beJd^ he. it^%nij^ni^^ 
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jl^d tripng\ axid isnalura^ to ezpc^^$]B«^f^ 
jhat a review of the gijAty fqeije w|Jl ^^U. 

4cr \^ other ipifcrks more heavy an4 un- 
fupportable. 

But this good man, ^ho has ^Qu^ as 
}>^can^e him; fteadily adher'd ^ 
ml^ of virtue and religipn, has in a)l 
fuch critical feafons of diftreis, a ^lid an4 
.^bftanti^ i^egrky of his 

^^ei^ will keep him bcm^nking. The 
perff:£k relignation of his min4 to provi- 
jdpnce will prevent his being ri^d and 
4ifcmpos'd. Nay, his plisaiures will not 
defert him in the very Iqfi exfremity of 
nature ; but a |enie of his Maker's favow, 
and the profp^ of an happy immorta* 
lity, muft T\^ds alleviate the weight of 
every af9i<ftion he fiifiers^ and enable him 
to bear up, under the waftings of a ^at^ 
ter'dj tottering confthution, with refolution 
^Aconfiancy. And, fvrely, nothing can 
be more defireable than to have relief from 
mtbin^ when all is dark and gloomy w//i6- 
put us. 

Finally, the pleafiires of religion are 
pf all others the moft Jktr^ible. We car* 

7 
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Serm. ry them always about with us, ready for 
XIII. ufc on every emergency. They are not 
^■^^"^^^ enjoyed by ftarts, nor require, in order to 
their being rclifli -d, dull and tedious in- 
tervals of indolence, or painful expe3a-- 
tioni but are a conftant fiind of delight. 
They never fatiate^ never grow fat on 
frequent ufe ; but rather more] firong^ 
frefl)^ and lively. 

But do any of thefe excellent proper- 
ties belong to the pleafures of the Epicure ? 
Are they not fuperfcial zvA momentary? 
Do they not end in lofs of appetite^ and a 
fiupid liftlefhefs at leaft, if not in confvi- 
-lion and rcmorfe ? Does riot a too fre- 
quent repetition of them render them 
heavy and unentertaining^ and, foraetimes, 
quite naufeous, till the fpirits are recruited 
and the fenfes recover their former quick- 
nefs ? Will they not forfakc us at death, 
and leave us entirely deftitute of com- 
fort in the eternal world ? What then 
can be more wild and extravagant, than 
for a . man to purchafe them by de- 
bauching his reafon^ and forfeiting his 
honour^ with the lofs of his innocence and 
peace j and the pleafures of religion tkat 

wiU 
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will continue for ever^ and be only t^-Serm^ 
wvV, enlarg d^ and perfeSied^ in the fu- XIII. 
tureftate? 

— Confidcr this, be wife, and Jhew 

yourfehes men. ^Give up the bafe and 

unworthy gratifications of vice and fenfu- 
ality, for the rejin'd and god-like enter- 
tainments of virtue I for the calmnefs 
and evennefs of an upright mind 5 and 
the exalted pleafure of doing good. 

> ■ Exchange the latisfadlions of a 
irute for the joys of angels.^— Be ambi- 
tious to partake of the happinefs of God 
himfelf.—^ This reafon^ and every prin- 
ciple of generofity ftrongly didlatc : Nay, 
confiilt even your fetf-love^ and that will 
diredt to it. But \£ for the fake of irre- 
gular enjoyments, which are Jhort-liv'd^ 
uncertain^ and Juperjicial^ you facrifice 
the nobleji and pureji pleafures that hu- 
man nature is capable of ; your folly and 
vnckednefs muft be both incxcuCible, 
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SERMON XIV. 

Religion foahded on rbafbn, and 
the right o£ priFate jtidgment* 

Josh. xxiv. 15. 

^ndifitjeem &vilmPoyoutQ ferue 
the LORD, ehoofe ye this day 
whom ye wiB ferve^ lohether tve 
Gbds njohkhyaur fathers ferved 
that nsoeire on the other Jide of the 
food, or the Gods of the Amo- 
rites, in aohofe land ye dwell : 
But as for me^ and my houfe, 
we mill fer'ue the LORD. 

N the former part of this chap-SERM. 
ter, Jojhua, having afTembled: XIV. 
the tribes oi Ifrael together ""^^ 
at Shecbem, gives them a brief 
hiftpry of the aftonifhing afts of God in 

their 
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Serm. their favour, from his firft appearance 
XIV. to Jbrahatn to their iettlement in the jpr o- 

^"^^V^mifed land. He recounts the call of At 
hraham from idolaters, to the acknow-* 
ledgment and worfhip of the one true 
God, with a VieW to prefcrvd,' anion^ 
his poAerity, the grand principles of reli- 
gion pure and uncorrapted $ the nnfettled 
condition of their great progenitor in the 
land of Canaan-^ the oppreffion of their 
anceftors in Egypt ^ and miraculous deli- 
verance from thence by the hands of Mo- 
fes and Aaron^ who were enabled to prove 
their commiffion by fuch awful creden- 
tials, as not only humbled the pride ^ of 
the Egyptian king, and ftruck terror into 
, ^11 his people, but were the iullefi evi- 
deiice of the fupreme univer&l dominion^ 
and irrefiftable power of the God of If- 
fuel ; and finally his Wonderful coildud: 
and fuppott of them in the wildefnefs, 
his deflroying the idolatrous nations that 
fet themfelves to oppofe their paflage, 
and fixing them, at lengthy in tlie 
pofTeflion of that g6od lind, which 
he had proniis*d to give them for an 
inheritance. And from this feries of 
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furprizing providences^ ^ojhua 2xyxt%y inSERM. 
the 14th yerfe, the obligations they were XIV. 
under to fear tbe LOKDy to fervc him in'^^^^ 
fincerity and frutby and renounce all the 
idolatry of their fathers. But becaufe it 
was neceflary that their religion fhould be 
free and voluntary, he refers the matter 
entirely to their own determination, upon 
a review of the reafons which he had of*- 
fered, only declaring for himfelf and his 
fiunily, that they would adhere to the 
acknowledgment and worfhip of the true 
God, whatever choice the reft of the 
people might make : jind if it feem evil 
unto you to ferve the LORDy choofeye this 
day^ whom ye will ferve ^ whether the Gods 
whom your fathers ferved that were on the 
other fide of the floods or the Gods of the 
Amprites, in whofe land ye dwell : but as 
for mCy and my houfe^ we will ferve the 
LORD. 

'Tis remarkable, that in thispaf&ge 
Jo/hua takes it for granted, that if the 
Jfraelites revolted from the true God, they 
would fix in fome form of religion or o- 
ther ; and not turn abfolute atheifisy and 
caft off all religion. And, indeed, thic 

Vol. L Z charac- 
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Serm. charaAer of an Atbeift would hardiy be 
XIV. thought poffible to happen amongft man- 

^'^'^^^kind, who are reafbnable creatures, did 
it not a{^)ear in fad, that fon^ have ib 
darkned and defaced the reaibn of their 
minds, as to dilute firft principles, to 
queftion even the exigence of a Deity, 
and banter the obligations jof religion and 
virtue. From whence we learn, that as 
human nature is capable of a vaft inlarg- 
ment of its facultks, and of attaining to 
high degrees of moral perfection and ex-^ 
cellence, it may alfb be funk into the 
loweft ftate of corruption and degeneracy^ 
For the evidences of a fiipreme and fo- 
vereign intelligence, the creator and go- 
vernour of the world, appear plainly 
every where. Earth, fea, and air bear 
the ilrongeft teftimony to this fundamen- 
tal truth; 7^ heavens likewife declart 
the glory, oj Gody and the firmament Jhe^ 
etb Ins han(fy work. By the exiftence of 
effeSIs^ wc are neceflarily led to the ac- 
knowledgement of an eternal firft caufe ; 
and the giving being to £ich an infinite 
variety of creatures, the fupporting and 
animating uoiverfal nature,, the admirable 
- 2 order^ 
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order, cxquifite ufcs of the feveralSERM. 
parts of it, tbc preferving fuch an im- XIV. 
menfe fraoie of things in conftant and^*^*^^ 
perfect harmony, making even the mi* 
nuteft parts fubfervc the beaaty of the 
whole natural fyftem, and the general 
good of the moral world ; thefe, I fay, 
are the deareft demonftrations of the in^ 
Jimte wifdom and power of the Deity. 
And from his infinite wifdom, which muft 
inform him at all times what is fitteft 
to be done, and his infinite power ena-- 
bling him with eafe to efFedl it, and con- 
icquently his confummate and immutable 
happinefs, we may certainly infer his mo-^ 
ral perfeSiion ; nay, that he is a being 
of abjblute and neceffary moral perfedtion j 
who can have no temptation to violate 
^y of the eternal rules of righteoufnefs, 
truth, and goodnefs, but will always pur- 
iije what is beft upon the whole. And 
the duties which more immediately relate 
to this fopreme mind, naturally arife firom 
the notion of his abfolute perfection, and 
univerfal* preferving and governing provi- 
dence ; as do thefe of jufiice and chari^ 
ty from the circumftances, ai»d neceflities 
Z 2 of 
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Serm. of mankind, and the relations in which 
XIV. thejr mutually ftand to each other ; and , 
the obligation to temperance and felf-go^ 
vernment^ from its neceflary fubferviency 
to the above-mentioned great and indif* 
penfable duties, and to the reditude of our 
rational nature. 

What can we think of the man then^ 
who denies and reviles thefe plaineft . dic- 
tates of reafon ? Who believes that 

a world, the parts of which are in a con- 
tinual Jiux^ and undergo innumerable 
changes^ is a felf-exiftent and neceffary fy- 

ftem ; Or Aat a world, which has in 

its frame and ftrudure characters of the 
higheft wifdom^ and moft curious defign^ 
was formed by chance ; ^ or that it 
can preferve itfelf, and is independent on 
him that made it ; ■ that mankind, 
who are reafonable and free beings, and 
confequently moral ^nd accountable ^gtnts, 
are bound by no laWy and have no in- 
fpedlor and judge of their conduft j— — 
that he who endued them with moral 
powers will take no cognizance whether 
they are improved^ or negledied and abuf- 

. ed ; and that virtue and vice are 

mere 
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mere empty names % ^What, I fay, Serm, 

can we think of the man who maintains XIV. 
fuch grofs abliirditics, in oppofition to^""^^ 
the plain nature of things, and the al- 
moft unanimous fenfe of his fellow-crea- 
tures, but that he is an irregularity^ a 
fort of monfier in the human Ipecies, 
(whofe diftinguifliing excellency it is that 
they are rational) and as fuch not fit even 
to be fuppofed to exift, till apparent and 
undeniable fedts declare it ? I proceed 
now to prc^ofe fome other ufefiil obfer- 
vations from the text, as the fubjed: of 
my following difcourfe. And, 

L I obferve that religion is a voluntary 
thingy^ and a matter of choice. Accord- 
ingly we find, that Jofbua 'l^k it to the 
]tfraelites^ if it feem'd evil to them to 
ferve the LORDy to choofey for them- 
iclves, wham they would ferve ; in which 
he adled as one who had a juft know- 
ledge of human nature. For mankind 
are beings endued with reafon and liberty \ 
and this alone makes them capable of re- 
ligion and virtue. Without thefe powers 
they would be upoa a level with brute 
creatures^ and 'tis the right or wrong ex- 
Z 3 ercife - 
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StftM. crcifeof thcto that coflftitutes thtmdfol 
XIV. good, Of evil of actions ; as will icppcar 
from the folbwing confideratiofl*. 

A maA tnay have a good HdturAt 
Jition to juftice, btneficence, k fdber and 
Orderly behavioor, to fneftknefi^ peace^ 
ableftefs and the like j but tho* th«fe arei 
important branches of a religious conduft^ 
tjic natural difpofition iifelf is not tcU- 
gion, but the preferring it to the tonfri^ 
ry tempef, and cultivating ftnd impr^^ 
ing it by thofe helps and motived ivfeich 
religion affords for that ptffpofe ; any 
more than a natural tendinty to peeVilli- 
nefs and fudden paffion is vkioi^ and 
finful. The one is a misfortune like d 
bodily defeSty or a Jickly ton/titutifin, \m 
can't be deem'd a propef fault, fetJC^A 
'tis unavoidable and Hece£afy | and fof 'tfte 
fame reafon the other, whifih, lb fe? ai 
it fprings entirely from nature, i* equally 
neceffary, cannot be virtuofli^ bt^ in si 
JlriSt fenfe, rewardable. 

Again, what Juft foundation for ^raift 
is there in a man's being of the trM re- 
ligion, a Chrijlian foppofe, by chance? 
without knowing the grounds of his reli- 



Digitized by Google 



and the fight bf private judgment. 355 

g«n, 5r the rcafon of his ho^e? merely Serm. 
becmife his ancejlors were Chnftians, and XIV. 
Ghriftianity is the eftabli/h'd religion ? /. e. 
upon the fanae foot as he might have 
been of a faife religion, a Mahometan^ or 
an Idolatei-. Such a man's faith, tho' by 
ft fortunape zccident of the moft excellent 
kind^ IS no more a virtue than a good 
Natural compleBimi^ or the happy Jifua^ 
tion and temptrdture oi the country where 
he was born. Indfeed the truths, which 
he was thus born to the knowledge of^ 
may be of great ufe to him, as they 
may 1>t the foundation of a more perfedl 
morality than they can be expefted to 
arrive at, who are deftitute of fuch ad- 
vantages, whole lot is caft in the more 
dark and uncultivated parts of the world $ 
but the yi/Vi&, from whence thefe better 
morals proceed, has, confidered in itfelf^ 
no mote real merit in it than the igno^ 
ranee of an uninftrudted infidel. Whereas 
not only the morality^ but the faith of 
one, who is of the true religion from con- 
vidticm and choice, is virtuous and com- 
mendable, becaufe it is acquired by the 
exerdie and improvement of his rational 
Z 4 facul- 
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Serm. faculties ; and on the contrary, the er^ 
XIV. rors which fuch a perfon may fall into^ 
after proper care to avoid them, and fin- 
cere endeavours, in the ufe of all the 
neceflary means to come to the know- 
ledge of the truth, will not be of any 
great confequence in thenifelves, nor dan-- 
gerous to his happinefs. So that, m many 
cafes, 'tis better to err with an honeft, 
unbiafs*d, inquifitive mind (for this is 
oftentimes the natural efFed of human 
infirmity, where there is the bejl tem- 
per, and a true reSiiiude of the will and 
affedions) than to be in the-r/|;^i&/ fi'om 
cuftom, and an implicit reverence for 
tradition and authority ; efpecially, if 
with a found and orthodox faith, there 
be join'd a narrow difpofition, negledl of 
free and rational enquiry, pride, preju- 
dice, and cenforioufiiefs, which arc the 
direft and immediate fources of error^ 
but can be of no poflible fervice to the 
caufe of truth. 

But &ther, that our religion is only 
fo far praife-worthy, as it is the matter 
of our choice y is evident from hence ; 
jhat a . man may perform an adion that 
I is 
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k in itfdf good^ for example, an ad oFSerm. 
heneficence^ and yet if he does not choofc XIV. 
to do it as a ibW, beneficent adion, but ^^-^^V^ 
from fome other motives in which relU 
gion and nnrtue are not concerned, it will 
not be. a virtuous adtion; nay, it may be 
done from fuch principles, and to anfwer 
fuch purpofes, as are evil and iinfril, 
and then, taken in all its circumfiances, 
it will be a wicked z&ion ; and the more 
fo, becaufe it is abufing an adion that 
is good in itfelf to ierve fo vile an end^ 
On the contrary, if a fincerely religious 
man does an adtion which is in itfelf evil, 
with a good defign, and efpedally, if 
through mifiahe he thinks it his duty, 
the honeft intention may be perhaps in 
fome degree his excuie ; but how far it 
may be pleaded muil be lefr to the dici- 
fion of the fupreme and righteous judge 
of the world, who alone knows what ne-- 
gligence or criminal prejudice was the oc- 
cafion of the erroneous judgment of his 
mind, and confequently, how far his pre- 
fent ill condudl, tho' purfu'd vAth upright 
views, is owing to a preceding lijrong 
choice. And, 

Since 
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Serm* Shoe k £> plainly spears thtt rell^ 
XIV^ gion^ lU ic k die rtieant of procimng for 
*'^^'^^08 accepttoce with Gqd^ moft be a w*- 
AiM'jx/j things it neteflarily follows thstt 
dvery man has an Bndoabted right t9 
fudge jvr himfe^y what form dr method of 
religion ft moft ratixmal, and a^eal^te 
t6 tiie divinb will. For how can his 
rel^ion be the refblt of hii fr^ cbdicej 
if he be not aUowM t6 cbocfe ibt htm-^ 
fclf at aU^ in matttis of religion ; najr> 
if it be not left abfolutely to his olvn de*^ 
termination? Rsftrnin this liberty^ and 
you di/lr^y it. There is no doing the 
hiatter by bulwsi but a maa mnft either 
judge entirely for him&lf, or amtber muft 
judge entirely for him : There is no me^ 
diufi/i. The former of thefe is the truft 
ilate of the ckfe, as his been already 
(htwn; tiuld it is evident £irther fi'om 
this confidcration, that every man is, in 
his tss^rx fiume and coniUtutton^ a mo fid 
ft^nt) and an ateountaik being, ind con* 
fequerkly ttnA be left to think loid VBdt^ 
ae his own ffhati judgment diredis. His 
ehoice niutl be mcmttml'di and no power 
upon earth has a right to compel him 

even 
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Cftti to 1 pfofeifioo of die tfiti rdigkm^ Sbrm* 

Whether the civil nUgiftraM ha s XIV. . 
p^ht to {nimfli AtimpSf luid fitch as deny ^"^"^^ 
die obligations of alt rdigiolf, nitur^ 
and reved'd) as long as ttey bcdiaf^e like 
good fobjeiftsr aikd peace^k and mSkSA 
meihbdrs <^ focibty, majr be juftty qile-» 
flioned : Thit etfquiry, however, is not id 
oor prefent purpofe, my bnfittdtt at thif 
time being only to prove, ^lat hn onght 
to leave every man to the qolet profef-* 
fidn of thatrdigioo, which his own jodg-^ 
flMnt ahd confcience approve^ and not to 
Ofe fofeible methods to bring any to the 
acknowledges of the tfiMiJh'i reli- 
gion. And if what I am now arguing 
againft be a part of the authdrity of tha 
chief magUlrate as peh^ it muft belong to - 
the fapremt poWer of all nations equally ^ 
and confequenily it muft be the <^ce of 
the magiftrate to propagate, by force, 
heathen idolatry in heathen countries, the 
Mahometan fuperfiithn in Mahometan 
countries, as well as Chrtfiiam'ty in Chri* 
ftian countries) i.e. fince this power tC' 
{initially belongs to his office, it muft be his 
duty to eAabli^b by violence both thd 

true, 

V 
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Serm. '/rv^, and falfe religions; or, in other 
XIV. words, to do things which are contra^ 
^■^"^^ dtSlorj^ and repugnant to each other* 
To iay that he has only authority to 
compel men to emlx'ace the true reli- 
gion, will make no real di^ence in die 
cafe 5 for if we will not entirely deftroy 
his coercive juriJdiBHon^ that can . be no- 
thing elfe than what the civil magiftratc, 
in every particular country, thinks to be 
true. And where there are feveral powers, 
all equal aiid independent^ who claim to be 
the patrons and defenders of the true re* 
ligion, which, \ in fa<9:, deferves that 
charadter, can only he determined either 
by a ferious, free and impartial examina- 
tion of the pretenjions of each (a thing not 
to be expeded in the prefent cafe, fince 
it is this very liberty that is fuppos'd to 
be rejirain'd) orjby an immediate revelation 
from heayeq. 

Again, tha ufe of force can be of no 
fervice to true ireligion, becaufe it can- 
not convince the judgment, nor confe- 
quently make real converts to it ; but has 
a tendency to encreafe fraud zxxd, hypo- 
crifyy which is' utterly ioconfiftent with 

rcli- 
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religion. Such a method is likewife high-SE rm, 
ly diflionouraWe to truthy as it puts it XIV. 
upon the fame foot with faljbood and im^ ^-^Y^ 
fofiure. .And, 

Finally, the office of the magiftrate is 
to defend the properties and civil im- 
munities of the fubjedt, and to fecure and 
promote the public good ; and therefore 
he muft be bound to reftrain and puniih 
thofe vices, which are a violation of 
mens natural rights, deftrudive of the 
order and happinefe of fociety, and tend- 
ing to public confufion and rain. But 
what bufinefs can he have to mecldle 
heyoni this ? Or to enquire into the fpe- 
culative opinions of thofe who behave 
in an honeft inoffenfive manner, and con- 
tribute their part to the general good ? * 
Into opinions l^t are not detrimental 
to die peace of the community? For 
'tis the ungwern^d pajjiony the bitternejk 
and contention which attend religious 
controverfies, that do all the mifchief, 
and not mere difference of opinion. And 
I am p^rfukded, had the civil power ia- 
terefted itfclf lefs in ipens religious en- 
quiries and . difputes, the . world would 

have 
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S«RM. bfive boM mud) more pe/uMhle ikm \% 
XJy. has been | 9pd flvQuW eot h»v4 had 

fravagant do£trine$ claimiqg fp be pwl$ 
pf tnw religion, nor €cwfeq«cntly fo 
much infidelity; aor, I beUeve, fo grojt 
ft variety of fendm^nts as hav£ abounded, 
fipeciaUy in the Chriftian world. For 9 
rational and free enquiry is much more 
likely to produce uniformity of opiniQii 
Mftongft fobcr and confidCorate men, tbu 
impoiition and violence. 80 that upon 
thefe accounts it appears, that rel^ioq, 
which is a perfonal thing, and entirely 
a volwttpry (ligation, ought to be left 
free to every man's rcafon ; and that the 
xavil nwgiftiatc, inftead of retraining the 
liberty of private judgmftot, is bound to 
pnttedt all his iubje£ts in it, as ixmch as in 
any other of tbcdr natural rights, againft 
jlU cncroachai^itts whatfoever. 

lyet me add, before I condnde this 
jbfiad»^thatas it follows, from religion's fac- 
ing a matter of cI$oiee, that wexj man has 
ft right to judge for 'himielf whidi is 
the true religion, and the moift accepe- 
ftbic method of ierving Qod; {6 likewifb. 
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that he ought to uie all thofe aieans^SB&M. 
which the providence of God hath put XIV. 
in his power, in order to make a rigbt''^^^^ 
choice. For cboicej or giving the preft^ 
rtncs, fuppofes that that which is the ob- 
}eSt of it is the ieft of the kind ; bat how 
can men judge what religion is keji, or con- 
fequently nxake a rational and deliberate 
choice o£ it, if they are not impartial and 
diligent in their enquiries t Of this I fhall 
have occaiiop to £ty ibm^ing marc un*- 
<ler the next obiervation i to which I now 
proceed. 

zdfyy We may infer from the text, 
that no man can be obliged to embrace 
a religion that \% evil^ L e. contrary ta 
reafon, and the moral fitnefs of things; 
but, on the contrary, is bound to rejed: 
it. Jfy fays yojbua to the Ifraetites^ it 
feem evil unto you to ferve the LOR i>, 
cboofe ye this day whom ye will firve ; by 
which he plainly intimated, diat if the 
religion, which the Ood of enjoined, 
had been really evil, i. e. unfit, and uxv 
reafonable ; it would not only have been 
lofiaful, but their duty^ to have looked out 
£>r fome better icheme. And indeed 

,the 
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Serm. the diing is io clear in itfelf, that I need 
XIV. not fay mocE to illuftrate and confinn it. 

^^Y^ I fliaU do it therefore, briefly, by an iQ* 
ftance or two. 

If any icheme of religion undermines 
the perfections of God, which the reafon 
of our minds can demonftrate from cer- 
tain principles, it cannot be true. For 
example, if it reprefents him as an ar^ 
bitrary being, who afts without regard to 
the reaibn of things, not only in the diflxi- 
butions of his bounty, but in his govern* 
ment of moral agents ; as an unju/l^ ty^ 
rannical being, who has clogged the hap- 
pinefs of mankind with infuperable difii^ 
culties, and made it depend either upon 
their believing or doing impoflibilities ; 
or as an angry ^ revengeful being, who 
delights in cruelty, and in the miiery and 
deftrudtion of his creatures. And the 
fame may be laid of any other defcrip- 
tions of the Deity that derogate from his 
abfolute perfeBion^ which is the ncceflary 
foundation of all true religion. Again, 
that fcheme of religion mufl necefTartly 
be falfe^ and ought to be rejedted with 
detefidtiM, which dijfohes or weakens the 

obligations 
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obligations to univerfal purity, and tends Serm. 
to licentioufnefs and vice ; which indulges XIV. 
to fenfuality, cenforioufnefs> revenge, and^'^^'^ 
encourages violence, perfecution, &c. be- 
caufe virtue is of eternal and unchange- 
able obligation, and the above-mentioned 
and all other vices are unfuitable to hu- 
man nature, and the eftablifhed order 
of things; and finally, fuch an evil 
Icheme ought to be abhorr'd, becaufe it 
is deftrudtive of the moral reditiide and 
happinefs of mankind, vsrhich it muft be 
the defign of all tru# religion to fupport 
and advance, and in which the perfec- 
tions of the Deity are moft glorioufly 
diiplay'd : And the allowing that it is 
mens duty to rejedt any pretended reve- 
lation, that contradids the principles of 
natural religion and morality, can be no 
prejudice to the caufe of ChnJIianttyt^ 
nor hinder its being acknowledged and 
feverenc'd by confideratc and inipartial 
minds: If it could, I own that this 
would be an infuperable objeSlion againft 
the Chriftian inftitution. But its doftrines 
are perfedlly confiftent and rational, and 
its precepts moft wife, juft, and good : 
Vol. L a a It 
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SERM.It gives us the noblcft ideas of God, 
XiV. recommends the moll ftrift and univerial 

^'"^^^^^virtae, and inforces the pradice of it by 
the worthieft and ftrongeft motives ; and 
is excellently adapted to promote private 
perfcftion and happinefs, and the order, 
peace, and well-being of focieties: It 
will therefore ftand the tell of the exadt- 
eft judgment, and bear the moft fevere 
and critical, provided it be likewife an 
honejl and impartial examination : Nay, 
the more thoroughly it is confidcr'd and 
enquired into by the light of uncorrupted 
reafon, the more its morals are compared 
with the moft pcrfedt fyftems of phtlofo- 
phy, or with the morals of other real^ or 
pretended revelations ; the more will it 
Ihine and bediftinguifh'd for its excellence, 
as an inftitution of all others moft perfec- 
tive of true goodnefs, moft worthy of God, 
and ufeful to mankind. 

It can't be thought after this, that, by 
what has been faid, I intend to infinuate 
that all religions are equals and that 'tis 
indifferent whether a man choofes the 
true religion or a falje one : For our fen- 
timents of things, or giving the pre-r 
* fcrence 



Digitized by Google 



and the right of private judgment. 365 

ferencetoonc thing above another, wHISerm. 
not alter their real nature. Truth will XIV. 
ftill be truth, and falfliood falfliood, ' ~ """^ 
whatever mens judgments and determi- 
nations are. The true religion will be 
worthy to be received ^ tho' it fhould hap- 
pen to be univerfally rejeSied\ and an 
evil fcheme of religion to be rejeSted^ 
tho* it fliould be unherfally received. And 
tho' religion muft be a voluntary thing, 
and a matter of choice i it is however 
our duty, in order .to the making this 
choice, to be diligent and impartial in our 
enquiries. For the great Author of our 
nature hath endued it with fuch facul- 
ties, as are proper to diftinguifli betwixt 
truth and error, and appear to have been 
given us for this very purpofe. There is 
alfo a fix*d and certain Jlandard of truth 
in the reafon of things, which, in all ca- 
fes of importance, and neceflary influence 
upon our happinefs, is fufficienlly clear 
and explicit to well-dijpos'd minds. If 
therefore we indulge to a lazy indolence, 
and fufFer our judgment y and confequently 
our choice^ thro* prejudice and vitious af- ^ 
fcdiions, to be alxifed and perverted, we 
A a 2 arc 
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Serm. are juftly liable to blame and punifhment. 
XIV* And again, tho' we may with fafetyre- 
^'^''^^ytQi a religion that is unreafonable, that 
patronizes vice, and is diftionourable to 
Almighty God ; yet it muft be allowed, 
that in order to our being able to judge 
whether it deferves that charader or no, 
we muft carefully and calmly examine it : 
And, confequently, if for want of due 
enquiry, occafion'd by a prejudice in fa- 
vour of our vices, by a regard to worldly 
intercft, or by any other evil principle, 
we rejeft the true religion under the no- 
tion of falfliood, our believing that we 
may and ought thus to reject it will not 
excufe us. For fo far as our not know- 
ing our duty is voluntary^ and fprings 
from the non-improvement of thofe capa- 
cities and advantages for better informa- 
tion, which God, in his providence, has 
conferred upon us ; fo far as it arifes froni 
the want of an bonejl unprejudiced mind, 
and of exercifing thzt care and diligence in 
our enquiries, which may juftly be ex- 
pedtcd from rational and moral agents fo 
far as our not feeing what it becomes us to 
fee is not owing to a weak and infufficient 
2 light. 
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light, but to lijilefsnefs indifference ^St'RVL. 
and the influence of ungovern'd appetites 5 XIV. 
we are, in the fight of God, chargeable '^-^'V^ 
with wickednefs and injincerity, and, con- 
fequently, liable to the efFedts of his dif- 
pleafure. 

'T^dly. We fliould learn, from Jo/hua's ex- 
ample, to be faithful to the caufe of God, 
and the intereft of religion and virtue, 
even in times of moft general corruption 
and depravity. He bravely refolved to 
adhere to the worfhip of the true God, 
tho' the whole body of the i/rj^//V^i fliould 
revolt to idolatry ; as for me and my boufe^ , 
we will ferve the LORD. And the fame 
ought to be the condudl of every reafon- 
able man, viz. inflexibly to purfue what 
he is convinced to be his duty, whatever 
the practice of others may be, and what- 
ever they may tbink^ or fay of him. Sin- 
gularity, in things indifferent, may gene- 
rally perhaps be an argument of weaknefs 
and folly y or of unbecoming Jiiffnefs and 
objlinacy \ but men have carried the. argu- 
ment much too far, when they have paid 
ib great a compliment to cuftom^ as to ur^e 
it againft the pradice of virtue itfelf For 
Aa 3 the 
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Serm. the obligations of virtue arc upon no con- 
XIV. fiderationswhatfoevcr to be difpehs'd with, 

^^^^^^ much Icfs for a piece of fooUJh fawning 
complaifance ; and a man of reafon would 
never confent to do a thing that was really 
difhonourable, for the fake of avoiding 
undeferv'd reproach. 

Indeed if virtue and vice were mere- 
ly arbitrary^ and had no difference in 
the nature of things, 'twould be unreafon- 
able to be Jingular 4n what is now call'd 
virtue, when what is call'd vice came in 
fajhion^ and had the charaSer and repu- 
tation of virtue : Nay ferther, one would 
comply in things lawful^ with the gene- 
ral prevailing humour of mankind, ra- 
ther than look odd and particular^ tho' it 
was fomewhat contrary to one's own in- 
clination. But what man in his ienies 
would confent to corrupt and difhonour 
his nature, and make himfelf miierabie, 
only becaufe others did the like ? Is a 
mortal diflemper the leis cautioufly avoid- 
ed becaufe 'tis epidemical? Arc not the o- 
bligations we are under to the great Author 
of our being, to the law of our reafon- 
able nature, and to prcfervc our integrity, 

of 
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of the firfi importance ? Does not the rec- Serm. 
titude and bappinefs of the moral world ne- XIV. 
ccfl&rily depend upon fulfilling thofe obli- ^-'^V^ 
gations ? And is it not then our wifdom to 
be inflexible in this caufe, tho* all men 
fhould defert and reproach us ? Or fliall 
we facrifice this, which is the highefl in- 
tereft of human nature, to the paflions, 
prejudices, and wickednefs of an untbink-^ 
ing^ deluded^ and degenerate world ? 

Again, to dare to be Jingularly good is 
an argument of great refolution and ftrength ' 
of mind, and of a confirmed and efta- 
blifh'd virtue : For fuch muft that virtue 
be, which repels the contagion of ill 
exampkSy and flags not at reproaches and 
ill treatment. And I doubt not but fuch 
a character appears brave and heroic in 
the hiftory of Jofhua^ or of anjr other 
peribns in former ages, even to thofe, 
who, in very corrupt times, are induced 
by the force of cuftom, or to juftify 
their own prafUce, to cenfare and exclaim 
againft k as precife and enthufiaftical : 
which ibews, that their objedHon is not 
fo much againft the thit^ itfelf^ as againft 
the odium and fcandal that may attend it. 

Aa 4 But 
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Serm. But furcly we may be fufficiently fortified 
XIV. in this refpedl, by confidering, that while 
"^^^"^^ we thus conduct ourfelves, we aft fuitably 
to the dignity of our reafonable firame^ 
and conform to the example of the fu- 
preme being, whofe goodnefs is confiant 
and invariable ; and that fuch a jleddy in^ 
tegrity will render us approved of by this 
mod excellent being, and be recompensed, 
iiereafter, with everlafting honour and 
happine^. 

I (hall conclude all with obferving, that 
the defign of J^Jbua^ to ufe his utmoft 
credit and influence with his more imme^ 
Jiate dependants^ for the fiipport and main- 
tenance of religion^ was truly noble and ge^ 
nerous ; and what it will be highly for the 
honour of every one of us to imitate. For 
it won't bear a ierious difpute, which is the 
mod amiable charafter, which the moft 
ufeful member of fodety, which the befi 
parent, and head of a fimuly ; he that en- 
deavours to inftruft thoie under his care in 
jujl and worthy notions of God, and leads 
'em on to virtue by an e^femplary behaviour ; 
or another, with (he fame natural accom- 

pliihmeots, 
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pUflimcnts, or acquired excellencies, andSERM. 
of the fame rank and fituation in the XIV. 
world, who leaves his children and fer-'*"^^'^ 
vants to the full fwing of their licentious 
appetites, is not at all concerned about 
cultivating and improving in their minds 
fentiments of piety ^ and a regard to good 
morals^ or, which is much worfe, firft 
debauches^ and then hardens them in 
wickednefs, by his own irregular life. 
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S E R M O N XV. 



The evidence of a future ftate, on 
the principles of reafbn and re- 
velation, diftindly confidered. 



2 Tim. i. lo. 

^fpho hath aholtjhed death^ and 
hath brought life and immorta^ 
Jitjy to light through the gofpeL 

T is obfervablc in almoftSERM. 
all controverfies, whether of XV. 
greater or kfler importance/ 
that both fides jre apt to run 
into extremes, in the heat of their oppo- 
fition to each other. Men are feldom in- 
2 clin*d 
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374 "^^^^ evidence of a future Jlate 
Serm. clin'd to confidcr the principles of their 
XV. adverfaries as of a mixt nature, partly 
^—^^^'^ right and partly wrong (which yet is 
very often the caufe) but feem rather 
to think, that they ought to keep at the 
greateft dijiance from them that is pof- 
fiblc, and that all concejjiom are dilhonour- 
able, and a betraying the caufe of truth. 
I might illuftratc this by a variety of in- 
fiances, but it will be more to my pre- 
fent purpofe to confine myfelf to one of 
the mofl confiderable, and that is, the 
grand difpute about the powers of rea-^ 
fon^ and the advantages and ufes of 
revelation. 

. On the one hand reafon is magnified as 
a plain, difliri<a, and fiifficient rule in dl 
circnmflances ; and a particular external 
revelation, to fix and explain the prin- 
ciples and obligations of morality, is re- 
prefented as abfolutely needlefs^ and, con- 
f^quently, unbecoming the infinite, wif- 
dom of God, who can do nothing ifl 
vain. On the other, revelation is not 
only dcfcrib'd as expedient and ufefiil in 
certain circumflances, but ftridly necef-^ 
Jary\ and reafon as a blind erroneous 

guide. 
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guide, that is incapable in itfelf to diredtSfiRM, 
mankind to the true knowledge of God, XV. 
or give them juft notions of their duty "^^'^^ 
and happinefs. Again, the advocates for 
the Jlrength and perfeSlion of natural rea- 
fon are apt to talk of it, not only as af- 
fording clear and ftrong evidence of a 
future ftate of rewards and punilhmcnts 
in general^ but even of a ftate of immor^ 
tality ; and that, therefore, we have very 
little, if any, advantage from revelation^ 
with refped to this great and important 
article, beyond what we may receive from • 
that original light ^ which is implanted in 
every man's mind. On the contrary, fome 
defenders of revelation imagine, that no* 
thing of this can be allow'd without di- 
minifhing its authority and excellence; 
and that reafon is not only dark and con* 
fus*d with refpedl to the foul's immortali-^ 
ty^ but .gives no probability of any future 
ftate. Both thefe, in niy judgment, car- 
ry the matter beyond the truth 5 and 
would, perhaps, have fix'd in fome mid- 
die opinion, if their thoughts had been 
intirely diftnterefted, and they had not had 
in view the maintaining and fupporting 

a 
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S£RM. a particular fcbeme. For let reafbn be, 
XV. in itfelfy and if rightly exercis'd^ ever fo 

^""""^^"^^fuflBcicnt to inflxudt mankind in religion 
and good morals^ a revelation will be 
ncverthelefs dclircable and beneficial,when 
it is adhially corrupted and darkned^ and 
the world is over-run with ignorance and 
fuperftition. In like manner, it can be 
of no pofliblc diflervicc to the caufe of 
Chriftianity, to fuppofe that reafon might 
have difcover^d a future ftate, any more 
than to allow that it has revived the 
knowledge of other natural truths, which 
tho' founded in rcafon, and capable of be- 
ing known by it, were, however, in a 
great meafurc obliterated and lo^. Befidcs 
it is generally thought, in moft other 
cafes^ to be one of the chief excellencies 
of revelation, that its moft eflcntial and 
important dodlrines are agreeable to what 
the light of reajbn itfelf teaches. And 
ftiall the fame thing be deem'd a dif- 
paragement to it in this particular in- 
ftance ? Let the belief of a future ftate 
be a didtate of nature^ revelation will be 
ftill highly ferviceablc to mankind, by 
removing all uncertainty and confufion in 

their 
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their rcafonings about it, and redtifyingSERM* 
nx>eak and fuperftitious notions diihonour- XV. 
able to God, and hurtfiil to folid virtue 
by greatly encreafing, and adding to the 
probability of a future exijlence in gene^ 
raly and giving particular afliirances of a 
happy immotrality^ which to rcdbn is ob- 
icure and doubtful at beft, if at all pro* * 
bable. I ihall only add, that by denying 
there is any foundation in reafon for the 
belief of a future flate, vft take away, 
from thofe who difbwn revelation, one 
of the fbrongefl motives to a virtuous 
pradice; which is, indeed, no direct 
proof that the principle itfclf is wrongs 
but may juftly incline us to fuJpeSt it; 
or, at Icaft, fhould make us proceed with 
deliberation and caution^ beforp we ven- 
ture to determine in a matter of fo 
great confequence, and not fuffer us to 
be bajiy in forming a conclufion, that 
may be dangerous to religion, and the 
happinefs of the world. To fet this 
matter in a clear and full light, I fhall 
do thefe two thbgs. 

I. Con- 



Digitized by Google 



578 The evidence of a future flate 



Seilm. Confidcr what evidence natural rea- 
XV. affwds of a future ftate. And, 

IL Shew the great advantage we re- 
ceive from Cbriftianity^ with refpedl to 
this important principle ; by which it 
will appear, that notwithftanding the 
difcoveries which rea(bn may make, and 
the imitations we find of it in the writ- 
ings of the Old T^ejiamenf, it is reveal'd 
in a fo much plainer and ftronger manner, 
that it may, with great propriety, be faid 
to be brought to light through the Gof^ 
pel. 

\. I am to confider what kind of evi- 
dences there are of a future ilate from 
reafon. And, in general^ we can jwretend 
tG nothing more than probability j and 
when this is all that the nature of the 
cafe will admit of, every thinking man 
will be determined by it in religion as well 
as in the common affairs of life ; and it muft 
be unreafonable to the laft degree, to 
infift on demonjlration znA JlriB certainty. 
The next point to be fettled is, what 
muft pafs for probability ; which is the 

more 



* 

Digitized by Google 



from nAjtm and rffVelauon^ ^79 

more neceflary to be confidercdj becaufeSERM* 
men's not fixing the true nature of it, XV. 
and blending proofs of a different kind> ^"^"V^- 
^rtljr probable and partly dm^r^ratht^ 
6ven where demnjiration can*t juftly b^ 
expefted, feeitls to have occafionM all the 
ebfcurity and confufion in their ipecuk^ 
tions on this fubjed. 

The chief ground of all ouf arguings 
for a future ftate are the moral perfect 
tions of God} and thefe are generally 
fiippos'd to be eertdiri principles, that 
reafon can detnonftrate. Now if this be 
allowed, I am not at all obliged, when 
I am only forming a probable conclufion, 
to fliew that any particular principle is 
ntcefarily inferred from thefe perfections, 
becaufe then it will not be barely //e^^^r^/if, 
but certainly true } nor Aat the contrary 
is abjblutely inconfijlent with them, for if 
fo, it will not be probably^ but certain-^ 
fy falfe. All that I am conoern'd to 
prove is, that what I thaintain is mafi 
agreeable to the ideas of the divine wi£loft> 
and goodneis ; and this muft be allowed 
to be probable evidence, tho* I can^t re-* 
duce thd #thcr c>pini6tr te a direSt abjkr-^ 
B b dity, 
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S£RM« dity^ or cKc probability will be the fame 
XV. with demonjlraiion. Again, in our reafon- 

^^"^^^^^ ings about probability, we muft judge up- 
on what appears to us, and not fufpend 
our belief becaufe we dbn*t know all the 
circumjiances of things, or dl the ends that 
an infinitely perfedl being may have ia 
view. For probabilities fubfift in their 
foil forces and will influence the condudl 
of every wife and confiderate man, not- 
withftanding pojftbilities to the contrary. 
And there muft be allowed to be a great 
probiability in the argument before us^ 
if the notion of a future ftate be fliewn 
to be moft agreeable to the confiitution 
of man, to the moral attributes of God his 
fupreme Governour, and the prefent con-- 
dition and circumjiances of human nature. 
This I (hall briefly examine. And, 

ifl. If we confidcr the nature of man- 
kind, we fhall find that they are rea^ 
finable beings, capable of difcerning 
the difference between good and evil, 
of underftanding that particular law, 
whatever it be, by which they are to be 
governed, afid the weight and impor- 
tance of the feveral motives which urge 
. , to 
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to the obfervation of it; that they areSERM. 
X\kitvi\{^ voluntary agents/ who are nei- XV. 
ther by their internal frame, nor by any "^"^^V^ 
foreign influence, neceflarily determined 
to virtue or vice ; and confequently moral 
and accountable^ capable oi\>€\Vi^ governed 
by laws, and rewarded or punijh'd for 
their behaviour. 

The next thing to be confider'd thea 
is, whether God, their fupreme Gover- 
nor, has actually given them a law^ by 
which to direft and regulate their con- 
duit. And, in general, it is highly pro- 
bable that there muft be fome law of in^ 
telligent natures, as there are in the ani^ 
mal and material world : For doubtlefs 
the great Creator defign'd them for fome 
end^ as he did, evidently, the various 
fyftems of infenfible matter ; otherwife^ 
the moft perfed: parts, of the creation are 
the moft ufelefs and infignificant. Now 
no creature can anfwer an end but by 
means adapted to it, which are the law 
of its nature. So that fome peculiar laws 
are as necefTary to be fuppos'd for rational 
fe If ^determining beings, as the laws of mo^ 
ticn in the material world : And the dif- 
13 b 2 ference 
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Srjrm. firrence only Iks here, diat whereas mat* 
XV. ter 16 governed by necejfary laws, and ne^ 

^""^^^ ceffarily determined to its effc6ts ; rational 
and free beings are capable of directing 
their own condud, either in conformity^ 
or oppojition^ to the law of their nature • 
which ( as I obierv'd before ) renders 
them accountable for their behaviour, and 
proper fubjedts of reward or punijhment. 

The general law which men are un- 
der is in fhort this, to do whatever is 
fuitable to their intelligent nature^ agree- 
able to the relations in which they are 
plac'd, and to their rank and Ration in the 
world, and what will beft anfwer the^i 
of their being, fo far as it refpedts tbem-- 
JeheSy or the whole community of mankind 
of which they are members ; and, con- 
fequently, to fiibje<fl: all the inferior ap- 
petites and paffions to the condud of rea- 
Ibn, which is the nobkfi and moft perfeSt 
principle, to do nothing but what becomei 
the dignity of their frame, nothing that 
will dijhonour and debafe it, to pradiie 
reverence y love^fubttiffion^ and gratitude to 
God, and imitate his moral charafter by 

the 
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the cxcrcifeof jufiice^ meeknefs^ peaceaHe- S^rm. 
nejs, unroerjkl benevolence J JideUty J and afi XV* 
other fieial virtues, on which the order "■'''^'^ 
and happine& of the world depends : And 
this I call a law which God has given to 
mankind^ bccaufe whatever appears to be 
ande^ arifing firom the eftablifh'd con** 
ftitution of things, with reference to the 
a<£tions of the creature, can be no other 
than a law in the defign of the CreatoiT. 
Let us now proceed to enquire in the ' ^ 
2d place. Whether it be not moft xesh 
jbnable to fitppofe, that God, as did ucije 
Gover^our di mankind, will rewaord ck: 
punifb their behaviour, itr obeying or dis- 
obeying the law of their trkl. . And, \h 
general, toinagine that be takes ;ie?7i^//(^ 
of the cottdnft of his creatures, and is 
deterftmi'd tb taikitmiif^ence at all 
tween ilfe virtuous and the; vitiousf, f epf 
&ms Iimi as having tmt little regard 
Ae oriief md harmony, or even to the 
finefi of <ixe rational world ; and^ififi 
very nr^itaNe io hk wiiaom and goedj- 
nefe, iitthe character both of their fa^ 
ther migc^rnour: And if he makes an^ 
diflference^. which all notions of Iwft 
B b 3 lead , 
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Serm. lead us to expcd, the fame reafons muft 
XV, induce him to do it in en^ery inftance. For 
if it be not fit to reward virtue and pu- 
nifh vice in particulars^ and confequently, 
proportionably, in every particular^ it can 
hardly be a point of wifdom and good- 
nefs upon the whole. And from hence it 
undeniably follows, that no virtuous man 
can, upon the whole, have lefs happinefs 
than 6ne that is vidous 5 for in this cafe, 
virtue would, in effca, be punijh'd^ and 
vice rewarded. 

But to give this argument its full 
flxength, it may be proper briefly to ftatc 
the true foundation of the divine rewards 
fthd punifliments. The rewards, beftow* 
cd by the great Creator on his creatures, 
are not the refult of any proper merit in 
them ; nor his puniihments die efied of 
p^Jfion in himfelf. . Puniihments I there-^ 
fore fuppofe to have, chiefly, a medicind 
defign, in order to correA the diforders of 
mankind, apd to have their ibundation in 
the wifdom of the great Governor of the 
world, becaufe they are proper to check 
the growth of vice, and maintain the au- 
thority of the divirie laws and governr 

ment 5 
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ment • and rewards to.be founded inhisSERM. 
nmjiom and infinite benevolence towards his X V. 
creatures, which inclines him to commu- ^"^^^^ 
nicatc happinefs to all, who. are rightly 
difpos'd and qualified for it^ The fum 
of the argument then will ftand thus. 
The defign of God, in all his dealings 
with pien, is to promote their happinefs. 
He has ^ven them laws, the obfervation . 
of which has not only a certain tendency 
to their h^pincfe, but is neceffary in or- 
der to it. — —It is therefore rcafonable to 
be fuppos*d, that he will take the moft 
cffedual methods to fecure the general 
purpofe he has in view, which is the good 

of hfe creatures. This can*t be oh- 

taXnefdi vf\t\i(?\xt a conformity to the laws 
which he has given them. — Thefe laws 
will not probably ht obey'd, unlels they 
are inforc'd by the fandion of fuitable re- 
wards and punijhments. And there- 
fore the^ wifdom of his government feems 
to fbquire that he fhould make ufe of 
thefe^ fince they are the mofi proper mesins 
to knfwer his end. So that rewards and 
punijhments appear to have the fame rea- 
fon iiid foundation with government itfelfy 
Bb 4 viz. 



Digitized by Google 



3 S6 The evidence oj a Juture ft ate 

Serm. vii. to prevent that m^ral evil^ which aU 
XV. good laws arc defign'd to re^bain, and 

^^^^'^^^^ which is direftly Qppqfite to, and mm*' 
with, the £ipmne h^pine& of 
mankiad. To this let me add, that in 
order to ferve thefe wife piH-pofcs, the 
rewards aad puniihmeots muft be fnctu 
38, it may reafoiiiably be cxpe/fted, will 
jk^rt virtue in the prcfeat kaperfed: and 
^rupt ftate of hiwnan n^tture, and emn^ 
terballam^y in feme pyeportiaa, the in-^ 
iueace of animal pafljonst, and the weight 
9f wotWJy tempt^tioiMt Thp only point 
theirejfere that uemains to he determia'd 

3#i Whether all this^ which, it h*t 
h^eiifhewa, mayjyftly^b^^BJ^^e&edJroni 
^ wife Qovernoi of the wwM, ia aiflii^ 
a^lydoi>e^Atj^^f ^^/w^ Andtheconfr 
tr^vy is in ^ ip^psr ft^f-cvidenti and ftjaroe 
ne^dis ilfeftfation, F^^yf «^ tfe meJbittoci 
wh^i is pbv/io^^s to thp cpp^pft feflib of 
?naakin4, th^at tfe^^ ^e, and haw bcea 

who h^we ?i3(joy '<i le^ hgppki^ in this life 
tb^ fnojk vifiimi wlwife wkkexj«^^ 
l^as not oaly (^^?y :d «tP^ 

i 
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but t)eea e^ctreioely injurious to the order Sejim* 
gnd pe^e of fbdety (which if there be XT 
a fo^Qcktio^ lor the rewards and puxii£h* t^V^ 
Qients at alU ^ hais been already prov'd, 
ought not hiappen in any one inftance) 
not to inlift k»ger oa this I fay, if w« 
take the pr^f^nt ilate of the world aa it is 
Wpon the tMboky i|t has not one mark of a 
ftat^ of espial and impartial r^rihtieny 
but every thing, that might fairly be ex- 
pected in, a. ftate of tiri4L 

For here good and evil are indigtrentfy 
dKpen3'd ^ and there is me event, to the 
jjuft and the unjyift, witdbout mjpartica^ 
Im^ or, at hdk^ 'Ji^quent interpofitbn, to 
vindicate the righte^s man'^ caufe^ ov 
punifhhis wiqkfd oppreflor. Men o£</x-* 
J^ifguljh^d mc( ar« high in honour,, andl 
foSjds the Ivgoft afStMaaice of worldly 
^jic^s^ ^,grip4si^r^ and attain it^ oftenr, 
t^Vf^^ W trji^ch^^ oppregimj p(^jwy, an^ 
Qth§r kafe 2gii itmgll^OMP anethOcfe j while 
p^r^s of Jngt4^'^tii ui^kmrj^d vktae. 
are loaded with a heavy weight of carcs^ 
and- ^ibandpn'd ^ p^v^ny and wi¥fernpt. 
^Jay tlj^ey are fq^$«me$ (jfefptfedy robbed 
of tbe of theic feibw-cmtures^ 

deprived 
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Serm. dcpriv'd of the neceflaries and conveni* ^ 
XV, encies of life, abus'd and perfecuted, even 

^^^^^^fbr their goodnefs. —And do thefe righ- 
teoas men feem to have rcceiv'd their 

reward?' ^That reward which is re-* 

ferv'd for them by a God ef infinite bene-- 

valence and mercy. Or that reward^ 

which the all- wife governour of the world 
is determined to confer, for the encourage-^ 

ment and fupport of virtue ? r-On the 

contrary, can we foppofc the alHuence of 
profperity, the height of honour, the eafe 
and plenty which the wicked enjoy, 
are defign*das/^«j/ evils ^ to deter others, 
from the praftice of vice Can that be 
call*d a ftatc of reward for virtuous men, 
which they groan under as an incum- 
brance, and from which they eameftly 
defire to be inlarg*d into a more free and 

adive life ? Or can it be deem'd a 

proper puntjhment, for thpfe, who have no 
notion of happinefs above it, and therc- 
fe)re center all their hopes and defires in 
it? \ 

If it be faid, that there is a fufRcient 
diftififtioh ma<ie between good and bad 
men, by the natural good and evil confe- 
i ' quences 
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guences ef virtue and vice : I anfwer, that,SERM* 
in innumerable cafes, thefe natural con- XV. 
Sequences are obfiruBed^ or evaded^ and in ^'^^^'^ 
thefe there is properly no rmard orpu^ 
fdpment at all: In others they are far 
from being equivalent to the outward ad- 
vantages the finner enjoys, or the acciden- 
tal: difadvantages the good man labours 
under 5 and in all fuch inftances, virtue 
may upon the whole be laid to fuffer^ 
and wickednefs to be trmmphant. And 
confidering in how great a degree, the 
difference that there really is between 
good and bad men, with refpeft to hap* 
pinefsand mifery, fprings from the be^ 
lief of a future Jiate ; how frequently it 
happens, that there is no reward or pu- 
nifhment feen^ much lefs a full and equal 
retribution ; and that the natural good 
and evil confequences of virtue and vice 
are neither fo remarkable in themiclves, 
nor fo univerfal, nor fo certain^ as, it may 
reafonably be expeded, will fupport a 
feldy inflexible integrity under difcou- 
ragement and oppreffion, and counter^ 
ballance the ftrong allurements of worldly 
ikuiour and ploafure ; upon all thefe ac-* 

counts. 
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Serm. counts, I &y, wc muft eidmr concktde, 
XV. that thore will be a ftate of more imp€tr^ 
^"^^^ tial retribiition hereafter, or elfe, which 
I ha?e ihewn to be highly improbable, 
that God docs not concern himielf to 
make atrf difierence between the righte* 
Oils and die wicked, or at lead not fi> 
umvirfaUy or in fiK:h a degree^ as to pro- 
mote the grand defign of rewards and 
pinifhments, maintaining and enforcing 
the praji^ice of virtue, and . giving a chock 
to corruption and moral difocdcr *. 

We may add, to ftrcngthen ^froba* 
biUty of a Aiture ftate from the wifikm 

* I know but one thing mor^, that can invalidate any 
f«rt a£tbe argtHncdt contaiti'd in this djkonrk, and that 
isy that 'tk umuctffitir^ V> ^crt a 0ate ef rewards for good 
merraft^ death, becaufe i£ we allow the future puniihment 
of the wicked, that al^mB will make a fuficient diftinSitfn 
li0tweet\ them» i^d'juifti'er all th« etids of Ike dkmt gp- 
vemmcnt.— But to thiy fcheme there feeras to be zxtimfii-- 
perahle 6h)e6\{on, tJz, that it fuppofes ^e federal degrees 

^virtoe to be equetlly rn^'arded, or rather nsn^ of them 
r^wwdcd; i^y, that rtofc whkh^ are mo& JifflcM/t^\aSh 
ten4ed with tht /eivrfi pleafare^ 4nd, tjie greMUfi mcoi^ 
veniencies, and are, wkha,!, of extraordinary, fervice to 
mstnkindv receive the feajf reward, /. ^. in truth, are-difi. 
CP««*4['^i<?fte^4-of bciagditoguiftMs^ Mri, 
whether it b^e ppflible to repoticile this to. the ideas of Jk. 
pVeme ivifSotk and goodnefs, or indfeed tp the common prin^ 
cip^ oftfi^ty,^ I leaye to the ^dgirteit oP all-itnparfisR 

and 
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and goodnefs of God our foprcmc Gtovct-Serm* 
nor, the rnoraJ and unaccountable nature of XV. 
man, the confufion and Mfirder and pro-^^^^ 
mifcuous diftribtttion of good and evil in 
the prefent life, that it agrees, vaftly bet- 
ter than the contrary fuppofition, with 
our general idea of the excellency of hu- 
man nature, and the greatnefs and ex^ 
tent of its faculties. For upon taking an 
impartial furvey of human life, under 
its prefent embarrafTments and difficul-- 
ties, can we really imagine that it is 
the whole q£ our being, the only ftate we 
are defigned for ? Can we reconcile our 
minds to the thought, that man, who is 
indu'd with fuch noble powers, and ca- 
pable of fuch vafi improvements, was in- 
tended by the great Creator to be con- 
fined to this narrow and xmperfeB fcene 
of action ? Does it feem agreeable to our 
notions of the infinite goodnefs of the 
Deity, to fuppofe that he was made for 
no higher end^ than to ftruggle and labour, 
for a fhort fpace, under the inconvenien- 
cies and miieries of this uncertain and 
troublcfome world, and then to lofe his 
^xiftence ? Oil the contrary, is he not 
confider'd in this view, one of the moft 
I unac' 
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Serm. unaccountable parts of the creation; form'd 
X V . with larger expectations and profpcdte than 

^^""^^^ other animals are capable of, only to dif- 
quiet and torment him ? Does he appear 
with that honour which is fuitable to his 
charadter, as a being poflefs'd of fuch jupe- 
rior qualities, and made after the image of 
God ? No : but as an injignijicant diminu- 
tive creature, of very little confequence 
in the univcrfe 5 a myjiery in the courfe of 
providence, that it will ever confound and 
puzzle his reafon to explain. Whereas, if 
we fuppofe that there is a ftate of much 
higher perfeftion, for which human na- 
ture is defign'd, it will appear like itfelf, 
txvXy great and excellent. And if from the 
nature of things we may, as doubtlefs we 
may with fome probability, guefs at the o- 
riginal fcheme of the Creator in forming 
them J the aSlive and improveable nature 
of the mind of man, which is fo cramp'd 
and limited in its operations in the prefent 
ftate, fpeaks it to be intended for another 
Itfe^ where its faculties will be enlarged ; 
and it will be employed in fuch exercifes, 
and enjoy fuch pleafurcs, as are iuited to 
its importance and dignity. Having laid 
before you, briefly, fome of the natural 
2 evidences 
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evidences of a future ftate : I proceed IoSerm. 
fhew, XV. 

zdty. The advantages we receive 
Q>rijiianity^ with refped to this important 
principle ; by which it will appear, that 
notwithllanding the dilcoveriea reafon may 
make, and the intimations we find of it in 
the writings of the Old "Teftament^ it is 
reveal'd in a fo much plainer and Jlronger 
manner, that it may, with a great pro- 
priety, be laid to be brought to light tbro^ 
the go/pel. Suffer me jufl to premife, that 
the afTurances, which the Chridian reli- 
gion gives of a future life, arc a ftrong 
prefumption that our natural reafonings 
about it are jti/i and conclufive. For as it 
appears in fad, that God is determined to 
difpenfe the rewards and punifhments of 
virtue and vice hereafter, we may be af- 
fiired, that this is mojl agreeable to the 
wifdom, goodnels, and juftice of his go- 
vernment ; and confequently all our argu- 
ments for it, from his abfolute perfec- 
tion, and the confideration of him as the 
wife and righteous Governor of mankind, 
from the powers of human nature, and 
the prefcnt fcenc of things, arc hereby 

cor'^ 
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Serm. corti^mdzxAcMjim'd-, and (hewn not 
Xy. to be the wUd fuggcftions of fancy and 
^"^^^ enthufiafm, but the fobw dilates of right 
rtaftm. However, the advantages vsre re- 
ceive by Chriftianity are ftUl very con^e- 
ahky mA prove it in this tefped, as well 
as otherS) to be of the great^ ufe and be^ 
nefit to mankind. For^ 

ift^ By die Chrlftian revelation we have 
a much ftronger probability of a futurt 
Jktte in general^ than we could have by 
mere unaffifted reafon . 'the natural pro^ 
bability is exactly the Tame, as it would 
have been if there had been no revelation $ 
and with this is join*d another prdof of a 
different kind, as ftrang as the evid^ce 
we have for the truth of Chriftiartity : 
Thefe two proofi are liot at all inconfijlent j 
but the latter removes all the uncertainty 
that mi^t attend the former^ and great^ 
increafes the evidence upon the ivbak ; like 
two gredible teflimonies to the fame £i€t^ 
which nmtuaUy ibengthen and confirm 
each other. The teftimony of one honcft 
and capabb witnefs, to the truth of a 
thing that fell within his own obfervation^ 
may he dwught fufficient > but the addi- 
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tion of one or more witnefles, of equal ca- Serm. 
pacity and integrity^ mull render the pro- XV. 
bability more full and unexceptionable. ^^-^V^ 

Again, Chriftianity aflurcs us of the 
refurreSHon of the body, (diverted of all 
grois and animal principles^ and in a 
ftatc of glory and incorruption) to bb 
a means of pleafure and happinefs to 
the mindj which is a point that reafon 
was abfolutely in the dark about ) and has 
given us an inftance in kind, a glorious and 
anconteftablej^mW« of arefttrreftion and 
iliture life, in the refurrecftion of Chrift. 
Tk^ it not only eftaWifties the gBnerdl 
notion oi a future exiftence, but aflerts, in 
the ftrongeft terms, the foul's immortality 
and an eternal rewawl for the fighteous^^ 
concerning which, tho' of the utmbft ccm- 
fequence to the comfort of mens minds^^ 
and the caufe of virtue, the dictates of 
reafon are at beft imperfeSl and confus'di 
And tho* the Jews were favoured with 
a revelation from heaven, and therefore 
among them, one might juftly eXpe<fl 
clearer and fuller difcoveries oi eternal life i 
yet notwithftanding this, the law of Afo/^J 
has nothing in it of this kind, but is in-^ 
. Vol. L C e fotQ^^ 
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Serm. forced only by general affurance of the 
XV. divine favour, and promifes of temporal 
rewards; and there are very fparing ind- 
cAations of a future immortality^ even in 
the writings of the Prophets. 

Add to all this, that the reward, wiudi 
the gofpel propofes, is of the mhlefDgJn^ 
honouraUe to God, and worthy the ex- 
cellent powers and capacities of human 
nature : It confiits, under the continual in- 
fluence of the divine pre&nce and favour, 
in the perfeition of reafon and purity ; is 
an inheritance mdefiled^ into which no^ 
thing of vice or mifcry fliall enter; a 
ftate where charity never Jaileth^ and, 
confequently, of eternal harmony and 
peace, and the moil exalted fodal happi- 
nefs ; in which the whole human nature 
fhall fhine in its higheft hiftre and dig* 
nity, the fpiritual part being compleady 
refin'd^ and fitted for the fublimeji em-^ 
ployments and plcafiircs, and the body lb 
adapted to it, that infteadof cramping 
rational life, it (hall rather ajfift \\% moft 
inlarged operations. 

I. fhair conclude all with this lingle 
renurk, th^t if there are any her^ jh«^ 
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fcnt, who are prcjudk'd againft the C&r/. SERivi. 
^an revelation^ on account of the clear XV^ 
diicoveries it makes of a future ftate of ^'^VV 
i-ewards and punifhments, they muft be 
tonvinc'd, that they can reap but little 
advantage by rejedling Chrijlianity^ be- 
ciufe the thing in general^ how terrible 
iberer it may appear^ is a principle the 
light of reafon dictates. Let it be allow'd^ 
that the evidence fbf it amounts to no 
more than a good degree of probability^ 
it ought however to deter niine the prac- 
tice of every rational man. For what 

hsxt probability is the chief fpring of hu- 
man anions ? Do not credible tefti- 

mony, probable opinions and profpefts^ 
nay frequently fufpicions and reinote con- 
feqaences and eonjetftores^ influence all 
the affairs of the world j and dircdt mens 
conduct in cafes of the laft importance! 
to ibemfelves^ their families^ and rmV fo^ 
ciety ?^ — It ought therefore undoubtedly 
to decide in matters of religion, which 
is the irioft momentotis of all our in-« 
tctefts t And a man, in the opinion of 
every impartial fpeftator, would behavd 
io the higheft pitch of extravagance, 
C€ a wba 
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Ser m. who fhould adt againjl probability, as^ he 
XV. muft do if he is not determined by it, 
^ "T^^when an eternity of happinefs is depend- 
ing. So that he who gives himfelf up to 
the' gratification of irregular appetites, 
and a courfe of vice and impurity, can 
never be fecure, even tho' he deftroys the 
authority of the Chrijlian revelation^ un- 
lefs he can alfo extinguifli his reafon^ 
eraze out of his mind all notions of a 
Deity and zProvidence^ and, confequendy, 
fubvert the principles of natural religion 
likewife. 

I have argu'd only upon the fuppojition 
that there are fuch peribns, becaufe to 
take it for granted that there are really 
any who are adted by this vile principle, 
and have fuch a degenerate and mon- 
ftrous turn of mind, would be the greateft 
affront I could offer to this audience. For 
to fay that a man is prejudiced againft 
what is the trueft exaltation and happi- 
nefs of his nature, is, in effedt, to aflert, 
that all remains of reafon, all wife and 
good impreflions, are totally loft and ob- 
literated in him. \ He that can wifh to 
die like a brute^ can't have the fpirit of a 

man-. 
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fnan\ and there is no bdfenefs^ no w7-Serm. 
lainy^ but we may juftly fuppofe him ca- XV. 
pable of. Bcfidcs, what do his notions 

tend to ? Do they raifc the value of. 

human nature, or improve its bappinefs ? 
—Do they contribute to the regularity 
and order of private life^ or the peace 

and welfare of fociety ? Will they 

make him at all more ufeful in the 
world, a more faithful friend, tender 
hufband, affeSiionate and careful father, 
or more indujirious and bone/l in his bufi- 

nefs ? Quite the reverfe of all this. 

They degrade and vilify human nature ; 

• raife none but gloomy and horrid ideas 

in a confiderate mind ; and lead to 

licentioufnefs and diforder. Let us there-^ 
fore thankfully cherifh the glorious hopes, 
which the golpel affords, of an immortal 
exijlence^ in which we fhall enjoy the per- 
fedlion of honour and happinefs. Let us 
look on this flate only as preparatory to 
our future more fublime and blifsful life j 
and train ourfelves up for it by cultiva- 
ting our reafon, and the pradHce of uni- 
verfal righteoufnefs and virtue. I fhall 
leave with you^ to this purpofe, the word^ 
Cc3 of 
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Serm. of St. ^ohrij Behoed^ now are «v the fim 
XV. of Gody and it dotb not yet appear v)bat 
w Jhall be : But we knaw^ that when be 
Jhall appear^ we jhall he like him ; Jir, we 
Jhall fee him as he is. And every m0n who 
bath this hope in bim^ purijietb him/elf^ 
even as he is pure. 




SERMON 
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SERMON XVI. 



The nature, folly, and danger of 
fcoflSiig at religion. 



a Pet. iii. 5. 

Knowing this firflj that there Jhall 
come in the laji days feoff ersy 
nmlking after their own lujis. 

Difcourfe on this fubjedt canSERM, 
need no apology with any XVI. 
one that knows the worlds ^^^Y^ 

^ and has obferved what open 

attempts Jbgvc been made (and conducted 
^metimes with a great deal of art and 
Ijabtilty) not only to difgrace and under- 
fliine revelation y but natural religion itfelf j 
C c 4 and 
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Sbrm. and propagate iiich bafe^ unworthy^ and , 
2CVI. groveling fentiments of human nature, as . 
^"''^^"^have a dircd: tendency to root out of 
mens minds every principle of honour 
and ingenuity, and deflxoy the very foun- 
dation of all good moralsl Sonie tl^ere 
arc, even among ourfelves, who endea- 
vour to falliatf and /often the vileft enprr- 
mities, refblve the whole obligation of 
morality into folitical contrivance^ and, 
with the fcofiers mentioned by St. Peter ^ 
deride the future judgment of mankind, 
a ftate of rewards and punifliments after 
death,a$ an idle^ romantic^ vifionary fcene, 
ipvented for the greater fecurity of civil 
government, and fupportpd by enthu- 
liafoi; and thus would fain b^ter us 
out of the two higheft privileges of our 
reafonable nature, ov^v virtue ^zndi our im^ 
mortality. I fpeak not thefe things for 
the fake of declainiing on the loofenefs and 
degeneracy pf the time§, or with a view 
to reprefent the prefent as more corrupt 
than former ages, in almoft all of which, 
there have been fome profefs'd advocates 
for vice and licentioufnefs ; but only to 
ftiew how necefl^ry it is, that we fliould 
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of fcoffing at reUghn. ^W^J 

each of us, in our feveral ftations, cu-Serm, 
deavour to put a ftop to the progrefs of XVI, 
this evil, which feems rather to be pre- ^^^V^ 
vailing than loofing ground amongft us, 
tod has been long complained of by all 
thofe who have had a juft concern for 
the honour of human nature, and the 
happinefs di the world. To contribute 
my part towards It, and not to give hard 
names, or raife an abhorrence of any par- 
ticular charaBers^ farther than it is ne- 
ceflary to fcrve the caufe of truth, was my 
fincere intention in compofing this dif- 
courfe : In which I fhall 

I. Confider the nature, folly, and dan- 
ger of the crime mentioned in the 
text. 

II. Enquire into the caufes of it. And, 

III. Conclude with fome foitable re- 
fledlions. 

I. I am to confider the nature, folly, 
and danger of the crime mentioned in my 
text, Jcoffing at religion, than which no- 
thing can be more ofFenfive and fhock- 
ing to a con^derate mind. It piuft in- 

4ce4 
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Serm. deed be own'd, that religion has had the 
XVI. misfortune to be monftroufly perverted 
^^^^^and mifreprefentedy and that the moft ab- 
furd and incredible do&ines, the wildeft 
enthufiafm, and even fuch principles and 
pradices as ftrike at the root of all mo- 
rality, have been urg'd and impos'd un- 
der that facred and venerable name. And 
undoubtedly it muft be a laudaUe de- 
iign, and of great fervice to mankind, 
to expofe thefe grofs corruptions, by 
which the native excellency and beauty 
of religion is quite de^'d, and its uie- 
fulnefs entirely deftroy'd. However, even 
eftabli{h*d and popular fuperftitions are 
not to be treated with rudenefs and fcur- 
rilityj but calmly argued againft. For 
there is a decent reipedt due to the 
religion of a country, as well as to its 
laws and manners ; and he, who inftead 
of reafoning againft particular errors, 
takes upon him to revile^ and treat in a 
ludicrous way, what all round him have 
the higheft value for, fliews him&lf to 
be an abfolute flranger to the com* 

mon rules of civility, and ought 

to he de/pis*d (q£ in faience. Befides, 

1 religieus 
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p^gious preju4ipes are, of all othera, thcSsRMt 
mc^ ftubborn and inveterate; aiid there- XVI, 
for©, wboevcT attempts to > rcfqnn them> 
if be kiioMrs any thing of hunmn pature, 
will proceed with difcretim and gentle^ 
nefs \ aod not in ^ h^jh^ infulting method, 
which muft naturally irritate and inflame 
the pailions, and render the prejudices of 
thofe whooj h? oppofes yet more incu** 
rable. And aU judicious enc^akers will 
make a dil&renpe between religion as it is 
initfelfy and as it has iufier'd by 
tal abufes s For the former may, in c-^ 
▼ery part of it, be rational, and highly 
beneficial, tho' the latter fhould be allow* 
cd to be abfurd, unnatural, and hurtful; 
and, by neceilary coniequepce, k may be 
an argument of a difcerning miiul, and 
both an hopourable and uie^ undertake 
ing, to endeavour to put a ftop to the 
growth of entbufiafmmdfuperjiitiony but 
finworthy a mean, or a good member of 
ibciety, to banteir religion. 

I am inclined to treat fuch fco£fers de^ 
frntfyy and fhall therefore fuppoie them 
Capable of fober reflection: And taking 
this for granted^ I wo^ld defiie thepi to 
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Serm. alk themfclvcs impartially, whether there 
XVI. be any thing in true religion that is reaify 
•—^^ ridiculous ? To begin with the grand prin- 
ciples of natural religion. Is there any 
thing ridiculous in the belief of a Deity, 
a fupreme, infinite, and intelligent mind, 
the creator and governor of the univerfe? 
Or is it more agreeable to reafon to fup- 
pofe, that the whole fyftem of the world, 
which appears in fedt to be fubjedt to in-^ 
mimerable variations, is eternal and neccf- 
farily exiftcnt ? Or that the regular, beau- 
tifiil, and ufeful frame of nature, in every 
part of which there is difplay'd the moft 
furprizing and curious workmanfliip^ was 
jumbled together by chance, and not 
form'd by a wife caufe ? It is abfurd to 
aflert, that he who made the world ex- 
ercifes an unlverfal providence, and di- 
re£ls all the afiairs of it ; or that the firft 
caufe of all things is abfolutcly perfeft, 
and, in a particular manner, the governor 
of the rational and moral creation, to 
whom he has given laws, and whom he 
has made by nature accountable? And 
ypon allowing his abfolute perfedtion and 
government of the world, what is there 
I ludicrous 
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ludicrous in any of the duties of piety, Serm. 
in a fupreme reverence and love of him, XVI. 
and humble fubmiffion to the wifdom "^"^^ 
and authwity of his providence, in ce- 
lebrating his gloi^iotts excellencies, ador- 
ing his goodnefs, and acknowledging our 
conftant dependance upon him? What 
is there that has a ri(Uculous afpeSf^ or 
can excite any but the laughter of fools ^ 
in juftice, temperance, probity, univer- 
fal benevolence ; in a ftridt inflexible in- 
tegrity, and a diiintcrefted, generous con- 
cern for the public veelfare ? And if in 
all thefe taoSt efibntial principles and du-* 
ties of religion there be nothing wild 
and extravagdnt^ nothing fwtak and /n- 
fiingy nothing, bii the contrary, but what 
is truly venerable^ fublime and ufefuly he 
that endeavours to make a jeft of them 
muft render himfelf contemptible ^ and 
gives certain proof cither of the weak- 
nefs of his underftanding, or of the de^ 
pravity and wickednefs of his heart. 

Again, is it at all unfuitable to our moft 
worthy and honourable notions of God 
to believe, that when the world was uni- 

verfaily 
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Skrm* veiially corrupted, tnd over-ran witli 
XVI. ignorance, ibperftition^ and vice, and 
^^"^^both the knowledge and prafitice of 

religion of nature vrttt^ m a ^eat mea^ 
iiire, loft) he would gradoufly interpofe 
for the good of his creatures, ' and teach 
them their duty by an extfMrdinary re* 
velation ? Or to aiiert, that the peribn^ 
who was commiflion'd to accompliili thia 
moft defireable end, wrought mkack^ to 
prove his authority, engage the attentimi 
of mankind, kndcounterballance dieir/r^*« 
judices ? Is it in the leaft irrational to 
iuppoTe, diat this revelation ha^ ^'d^ 
with the utmoft diftindnefs, the terms 
of our acc^tance with God, and thereby 
removed diJiraSltng fufpicioils, and fuper-^ 
Jiitious terrors j and promifed a greater re- 
ward, even an eternity of happinefs, a 
greater reward, I fey^ for thd cncourage-f 
ment oi virtue, than could be expected, 
with any good degree of prcrbability, on 
the principles of natural reafon ? Of fi^ 
nally, that befides the la^ of nature re-^ 
viv'dy it would enjoin two or three po- 
Jithe duties (guardingy in the ftridfe/t 
manner poilible againft all uoeak and 

dangerQus 
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iiltf^^^r^xwabBfcsof diem) which are evi-SERM. 
dcatly calculated to enforce the eternal XVI. 
rules morality, and a moft exafl: and ^-'^V^ 
fcrupttlous regard to every branch of fub^ 
^antial and uieful virtue? 

It i$ poffible, indeed, by an unfair re-- 
prefentatiotiy to make any thing appear ri- 
diculous, be it ever fo rational in itfelf, 
or of ever fo much importance to the hap- 
pinefs of mankind. The putting^J?^ co^ 
hurs upon it, nay only the giving it an 
tdd name^ will have this effedt with the 
thoughtlefs and inconfiderate part of the 
world. Thus rigid juftice may be called 
fingularity and precifenefs j — afts of difin- 
terefted benevolence and generofity r^iw^- 

tic heroijhi and the love of God 

enthujiafm. In like manner the being 
immers'd in water, or eating bread, or 
drinking wine, — if it be defcribM as an 
eflential part of religion in itfelf, without 
a reference to its moral ufc, — or as a charm^ 
of I know not what myfterious and in- 
comprchenfible efficacy, — or as an atone- 
ment for an immoral conduft, — may well 
be reputed weak and childip. But when 
the abufe is difcovered upon an impartial 

examination. 
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Sbrm. examination, and is dearly ieen, that tbc 
XVL ridiculer has only diverted hioifelf and 
^'•'''^^ others with his o^^n ignorance oc wilful 
mifconjiruSitm ; wife and ibber men muft 
think very meanly of fach a pfadice, 
and be furpriz'd to find it prevail in any 
companies^ that have a concern for their 
own honour^ and profeis a regard, I need 
not fay to truth and virtue ^ but to r^ut- 
mon fenfe and decency . 

Further, the grand principles and du« 
ties of religion are fo far from having 
any thing ridiculous in them, that they 
are fome of the flaineji and mofl obvious 
dii^tes of reafon, and there are no traths 
that, when juftly rcprcfented, fooner ap- 
prove themfelves to the unprejudiced 
judgment of mankind; which renders 
the guilt of the fcoffer much more aggra^ 
vated, and his impertinence and folly m<*c 
infupportable. This is notcnrious with 
refped: to the being and providence of 
God, and the intriniic excellency and 
^ immutable authority of the f ules of vir- 
tue, which no one can bring himfelf in 
earnefl to oppoie, without offering great 
violence to the reafon of his mind. And 

as 



Digitized by Google 



of fioffing at religion. 4 1 1 

as to Chrifiianity in particular^ fince it isSerm, 
the nobleft improvement of morality and XVI, 
natural religion, and fi y^r recommends ""^^^^^ 
itfelf J fince all its peculiar doctrine? ar< 
confiftent and aedible j fince the author 
of this moft rational and beneficial fcheo^ 
was a perfca pattern of inmcence^ open, 
generous, and humble, free from every 
appearance of ambition and crafty and 
gave the moft convincing proofs of his 
being fent from God, by numerous and 
unqueftionable miracles ; real miracleSi 
above the known power of nature or art, 
nay, probably, above any powers com* 
municated or allowed to created agents \ 
miracles publicly perform'd^ and pn ^a^ 
multitudes ^tono^i and on fudden emergen* 
cies^ where there could be no fufpicion of 
a concerted fraud } andi generally, moHb 
ufeful miracles, which were npt mer? 
oftentations of the fuperior power and 
wifdom, but demonftrated likewiib thp 
goodneis of their author i upon thefe ao 
counts, I fay, it may juftly be aflerted, 
with reipe^ to the Chrifiiort revelation in 
particular, that it deferves the approbation 
of impartial enquirers^ or at^leail to be 
opposed with modefty and reJpeSi \ and 
VojL. I. Dd that 
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Serm. that to decide againft it confidently^ and 
XVI. treat it with rudenefs and contempt^ not- 
^■^^"^^ withftanding all thefe plaufible circum- 
ftances, and ftrong prefumptions of its 
truth and divinity, is iveaknefs and injo- 
lence. 

Let me only add, that religion is of the 
utmoft confequence to the comfort of 
men? minds, the peace of fociety, and 
the general good of the world. What, 
for inftance, can be a mort pleafing reflec- 
tion, than to confider ourfelves, and the 
whole univerfe, as under the conduct of 
a being of unerring wifdom, inflexible jus- 
tice, and unlimited goodnefs ? On the con- 
trary, if we difcard the notion of a Dei- 
ty and a Providence, we can have none 
but dark and ghomy profpeds ; our hap- 
pinefs or mifery being to be determined 
•either by a blind j random chance ^ or by 
'fix'd and irrevocable fate ? Again, what 
tan be more honourable^ to human nature, 
than the notion of a future immortal cxift- 
ence, in which our rational faculties will 
be refin'd and enlarg'd ; or what ftronger 
mbtive to the practice of virtue, which 
. \har a necefl^y and infeparable connexion 
" ' V both 
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both with priimte and focial happinefs ; or Se rm. 
more powerful diffuafive from vice, which XVI. 
tends to the corruption and mifery of5>^VNJ 
individuals., and the diiflblution and ruin 
of public communities T And if we fup- 
pofe that the diftin6tion between virtue 
and vice is only imaginary, and has no 
foundation in reafon and nature ; has not 
this a moft direfl: tendency to introduce 
all manner of confufion ? Upon this fcheme 
focieties would be fo far from being hap- 
py y that they could fcarce fubfiji : For if 
the exercife of the focial virtues was 
regarded as a mere matter of private con- 
venience^ the gxt2.X,t{ijirength and fecurity . 
ef civil government would be deftroy'd : 
So that whoever fets himfelf to vilify thefe 
important truths, and reprefent them in a 
•ridiculous light, not only fixes certain r^- 
proacb and infamy upon himfelf, by mif- 
placing his ridicule on what has really no- 
thing abfurd in it ; he not only fhews 
himfelf to be a flight and carelefs obfer- 
ver, that never examin'd to the bottom of 
things J but is, in fait, whatever his in- 
tention may be, whether to gratify a tri- 
fling humour, difplay the formoardnefs of 
D d 2 his 
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$£ltM. his genius, or conrupt the morals of the 
XVL age, an enemy to fociety and th^ general 
^"^^"^ bapfinefi of mankind 

And as the guilt of thefe fcofFers is very 
great, their danger is in proportion. For 
if the principles of religion fliould Imppen 
to be true (and the vaineji and moft con^ 
Jident unbeliever won't, furely, pretend to 
prove that this is impoffible) he that has fo 
tnonjlroujly abused his reafon, that nobleft 
gift of God, as to employ it againft his 
maker, and all that is amiable and uieful 
in human life, muft expeft to be treated 
with the utmoft rigour and fever ity. Hav- 
ing confider'd, thus largely, the nature, 
folly, and danger of fcoffing at religion : I 
proceed to the 

* I would not be underfiood» hy this, to infinuate, 
that even fuch perfons ought to be punifliM by the dvil 
power. On the contrary, as thefe enemies may be endre- 
ly defeated by rea/om, and the mlfchief they are capable 
of doing prevented, *tis my firm belief that forcible 
thods are altogether unneceffary^ and mufl, of confequencc» 
be extremely dangerous. For the allowing the mag^fbate 
CO interpofe in matters of opinion^ where there is no dire3 
vioLition of the peace of fociety, only for fear of remote 
and foffible confequences (of which he muft be the fole 
and abiblute judge) will lay a foundation for all manner 
of mhltKii and ferfecution, 

2</ Thing 
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7.d Thing proposed, which was to cn- Serm. 
quire into the caufes of it. Thefe caufcs XVI. 
are vanous. ^ 

It fometimcs Iprings from a levity of 
mind, which difpofes men to treat all fub- 
jedls ludicroujly. Inftanccs of this kind 
muft have fallen, more or lefs, under eve- 
ry one's obfervation ; I mean the perfons, 
who are incapable of cool and fedate re- 
flexion, and fo fond of a je/i^ that they 
can't help giving way to it on the moft 
folemn occafions. They are profefs'd ene- 
mies to all that is grave and manly, and 
therefore treat religion^ as well as their 
friends^ and thofe to whom they are un- 
der the higheft obligations, with the ut* 
moft freedom and impertinence. 

Again, bantering religion frequently 
proceeds from ignorance and fuperjicial 
enquiry. 'Tis an excellent remark of a 
moft ingenious author, that a little 
" philofophy difpofes mens minds to 

theifmJ' * Becaufe they underftand 
not the works of nature, their admirable . 
compofition, and various ufes, they grow 

• LotA Bacon. 

D d 3 pro^ 
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Serm. profane and fcepticah^ and are apt to urge 
XVI. their own mijlakes, arifing from the (hal- 
'"^^'^^^lownefs and confufion of their undcrftand- 
ings, as fo many defeSis and blemijhes in 
the conftitution of the univerfe : They 
have juft fenfe enough to cavil^ but not 
to difcern and difplay the glories of the 
creation, and the amazing wifdom and 
goodnefs of the creator. And it is for want 
of a right knowledge of human nature^ 
and of the fitnefs and ,beaufy of aftions 
and charadlers, that fo many attempts have 
been made to confound virtue and vice^ 
and deftroy the obligations of morality. 

But this caufe of fcoffing is moft no- 
torious with refpeft to reveaVd religion. 
The inconjiftencies of party-fchemes, the 
dreams of bewildered enthufiafts, the /«- 
novations and corruptions of weak, fuper- 
flitious, and defigning men, are blended 
with the original doftrines of Chriftianity, 
in order to render it ridiculous. The 
frauds^ impofitionSy and perfecutions of dif- 
honeft, proud, tyrannical priefts arc ob- 
jeded to the very religion that condemns 
them ; which, upon this account, is all 
rcprefented as the efFeft of priejlcraft^ 
2 combin'd 
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combined with the cunning Jlatefmen^^'^'M* 
and politicians^ with a view to enclave XVI. 
and impoverifli th? reft of mankind. Con- ^"""^^^^^ 
fult the writings of the enemies of Chri-^ 
ftianity, or join in their converfatipns, and 
you will find, that the Jhrewdeji^ moft po- 
pular ^ and conftant invedives turn upon 
fuch topics as thefe ; - which evidently 
proves that they are not always very exaSi 
and careful in their religious enquiries, 
that they proceed on falfe principles, and 
cenfure what they have no jujl idea of^ 
and are not quite free even fi-om that 
prejudice and implicit faitb^ which they 
loudly difclaim for themfelves, but are fo 
forward to charge upon others. 

Sometimes again, it happens, that the 
fajhion of the age they live in, or the 
general humour of the company they fre- 
quent, makes perfons fet up for fcoffers. 
To give themfelves a genteel air, and ac- 
quire a charadter of politenefs^ they are 
induc'd to deride all religion, if the genius 
of their company be fo bold and uncon-- 
fin'd^ or if it be more moderate^ only re- 
velation. At other times the fame efFedt 
may be afcrib'd to inanity. Men are de- 
D d 4 firous 



Digitized by Google 



41 8 The nature i folly ^ and danger 

Serm. firous to dijlinguijh thdr names ; or fond 
XVI. of difpkying their wV, and talent at n- 
dicule. Whereas, in truth, there is no 
mt at all in mijreprejenting things, but 
rather a ftf ong prefumption of ignorance 
and fiupidity ; and when any proceed fo 
far, as to^make a jeft of God and his pro* 
vidence, to plead for the privilege of dy- 
ing like brutes, and banter the obligations 
of virtue, which are a law to all intelli- 
gent beings, fuch a Conduft is a certain 
proof, that reafon is, in a great meafure, 
txtinguijh'dy and the wind loft XjbziXgood 
and generous impreffions. 

But this leads mt t6 obferve, in the laft 
place, that fcoffing at religion may, in 
fotoe pcrfons, proceed from a direif ba^ 
tred of it, occafioned by a prejudice in fit- 
vour of their vices. This was the cafe of 
the fi(iffer$ motioned in the text, v^rho are 
exprefly defcrlb'd a^ talking afur their 
cwn lupu To this likewife, our Saviouf 
imputed the ill treatment he met with, 
from the prmopal men of the Jewijh na* 
tion. I {hall not jn^etend to determine, that 
it is, always, the cauft of infidelity in the 
pfefent 4gC ; becaufe I make no doubt 

/ , but 
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but mens judgments may be unhappily peu- Serm, 
verted, even in points of great impor*^ XVI. 
tar>-*e, where there is, in general, an ho^ ^^-OT*^ 
nefi temper and habit of mind. This 
however \ may lafciy venture to ailerti 
that vice and immorality in the pradfcice 
\& the fource of the ftoutefi and moft in* 
vincible prejudices againft religbn; and 
that there is an immediate connection be* . 
tween a Wicked irregular life and hating 
the truths nay, oppofing the truth with 
the utmoft bitternefs and virulence. Suf* 
fer me to purfuc this obfervation a little, 
which is of great confequence in morals^ 
and will ferve very much to illuftrate the 
jfubjedt before us. 

How natural is it for thole, who live 
as without God in the worlds to wijh that 
there was no fuch being, that by deftroy* 
ing the firft principle of all religion, they 
may juftify the want of it in their prac* 
tice : Or if the proofi of his cxiftence arc 
fo evident and unconteftable, as not to be 
diiputed, much leis fupprefs'd, the next 
thing they are inclined to believe is, that 
there is no provideme ; and if they can 
iatisfy themielvea in this point, they get 

rid 
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Serm. rid of the troublefome notion of an 
XVL JpeSlor 2indL judge of their adlions, and are 

^^^'^^^left to follow, freely, the bent of their 
licentious inclinations. A principal part 
of God's providential government, if 
there be any fiich thing, k the govern- 
ment of mral agents, whidi, as it fup- 
pofes that they are under a law, fuppofes 
likev^rife that they are accountable beings, 
and will be rev^arded, ov pumjh'd, accord- 
ing to their obedience, or.difobedience to 
that law; and this fiiture ftate of retri^ 
butiony we may reafonably imagine, wickr 
ed men can't bear the thought of, becaufe 
it fills the mind with confufion and ter- 
ror, and fpoils the relifli of their fenfual 
enjoyments j and, of confequence, they 
miift be enemies to the notion of God's 
governing providence, from whence it is 
fo diredtly inferred. And farther, when 
pcrfons adt as if there was no eternal law 
or rule of right, making their irregular 
appetites the fole guide and meafure of 
their condudt, they are unavoidably de-^ 
termin^d to *wijh that virtue and vice were 
but enipty names, the invention of the 
crafty and po{itic to keep the world in 

fub- 
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fiibjedlioh, and impofer on their ignorance Sfrm.' 
and credulity \l afad that the! diflinftioh XVL 
between moral good and evil was merely ^^^^V^ 
arbitrary^ and did not fpring from the 
immutable reafun of things. So diat a 
wicked life has a manifeft tendency to 
beget, a diJHke oi the great principles of 
natural religion^ ' and inclines the mind to 
queftion their truth and authority. But 
becaufe Chrtjiiardty hs^ fuUy eftablifh'd 
the notion of a providence, and moft 
clearly explained, confirmed, and improved 
moral obligations,' and declared the cer^ 
tainty of future rewards and punifhments ; 
and as thefe things ftand in this divine 
revelation, they are not fo liable to be 
difputed and perplexed as mere natural 
reafonings ; it is no wonder if perfons of 
corrupt difpofitions and ungovern'd appe- 
tites take /^zr//c«^/^r offence at that^ fince 
fo long as the truth of our holy religion is 
unqueflion^d, they can enjoy no peace or 
fecurity in their vices. 

I fhall only add, that when men are 
averfe to the principles of religion, they 
will naturally decline all farther enquiries 
into the reafonablenefs of them, and be 

fond 



Digitized by Google 



412 The nature^ f^^fyj danger 

3erm. fond of every thing that locks plaufiile on 
XVL the iide of infiddily. v And the ol^^edions 
^'^''^^they have gathered together againft reli* 
gion, will foon appear to the view of their 
pai&onsandprejudices, whkh give an im« 
natural turn to all ohjedts, and never re- 
prefent them in their jaft proportion^ very 
great and confideraile -z On the contrary, 
the atgunients for it will lofe all their 
force^ and be efteem'd loeak and triJUng. 
Till, at length, by this monftrous viray of 
imaginings inftead of reajbning^ they w»k 
themfelves into a fix'd pcrfuafion, that 
there is nothing at all in religion ; and ac- 
quire an habit of thinking foniewhat like 
a principle s that there is not in nature any 
folid foundation of virtue. And when they 
have thus conquered their fcruples^ or ra- 
ther filenc'd the voice of natural confci- 
ence, fupprcfs'd their fenfc of the diffe- 
rence of good and evil, and perverted their 
reafon, to render it fubfervient and com-- 
pliable to their paflions, they are eafily led 
on to make violent and fpiteful attacks up- 
on religion, and ufe their utmoft cunning 
and fophiftry to undermine it. This is the 

deplorable 
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dephrabk hat too tvident connexion be-S£RM« 
tween vicious habits and oppofing the XVI. 



truth ; till it fettles^ at laft, in rancour^ 
and malice againil it. 

What has been iaid, in the foregoing 
difi:ourfe, fii^efts feveral ufefiil refledlions. 
We learn from it, 

i^. Into what extreme corruption the 
mind of man, which is induM with fuch 
noble Acuities, and formed for Godlike 
perfection, is capable of being funk, even 
to miftake confu/hn for order ^ and defor-- 
mity for beauty ; to have its reafbn em- 
ployed as an advocate for wVr, to paint 
it in agreeable colours, and fet off the 
Jhame and mifery of human nature with 
falfe and delufive charms ; and in vilify- 
ing religion^ and repreienting it as ridicu-' 
huszxid unnatural i religion^ which is our 
chief honour and dignity, the only fourcc 
of inw;u^d fatis£i£tion, and the bafis and 
fupport of focial happinefs, and which 
affords fuch ravifhing pro^peds with re- 
ipe^ to another life, as muft make the 
moft admir'd and envied fcenes of world- 
ly glory, pleafure, and luxury, appear 
mean and defpicable. 



Again, 
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Serm. Again, that we may not be imposed on 
XVI. by the fcofFers of our own times, let us 
^^^^^ always take care to diftinguifh between 
reafoning and ridicule.. There may in- 
deed be reafon m ridicule y, but I believe 
it will generally be found, that there is a 
greater proportion of faljhood and mifre- 
prefentation. When therefore we are at- 
tacked this way, as there is juft ground 
for fuJpicioHy we fliould. examine nicely 
what it is that is really ridiculous ; - whe* 
ther it be religion itfelf, or fomething. of 
a different nature fubftituted in the place 
of it : The latter of thefe we may be fetif^ 
fy'd will appear to be the cafe ; for reli- 
gion can't fuffer by being fcrufiniz^d any 
way, tho' our judgment concerning it may 
be debauch'd and corrupted. Of this in- 
deed there will be but little danger, while 
we follow the method above recommend*- 
ed ; otherwife, we may be banter'd out 
pf our fenfeSy and have no fecurity againft 
the moft dangerous delujions. 

Finally, that we may keep at the ut- 
moft diftance from the crime mentioned 
in the text, let us employ our reafon in 
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ixjuji and amiable light. Let our natural S^itid. 
abilities be devoted to this fervicc, and all XVI. 
our liudies and improvements made fub- ^"^^V^ 
fervient to it. For the underftanding and 
wit of man can't be more fuitably or 
honourably exercised, than in dcfcribing 
virtue in its proper beauty or luftre, and 
ftripping vice of thofe artificial orna- 
ments, vsrhich hide its natural horror 
and infamy ; than in recommending ju- 
ftice, .trath, and benevolence, and expo- 
fing the mifchiefe of ungovern'd paffions ; 
than in tracing the footfteps of God's ftu- 
pendious wifdom and unbounded good- 
nefs in the vsrorks of creation, the condudt 
of providence, and the wonderful fcheme 
of our redemption, Thefe are fuch refined 
and exalted fpeculations, as mufl always 
be our noblefi entertainment, while we 
continue poffefs'd of^ rational faculties. 
By purfuing this defign we adt in con^ 
cert with the infinite wifdom of God, 
and the reafon of all good fpirits above 
us ; do the befi offices we are capable of 
to mankind ; and for improving, in fo 
worthy a manner, that ^r^^// * talent, 

which 
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Serm. which is the moft dijiinguijhtng excel- 
XVL Icncy of our nature, fliaU receive pecu- 
^"^V^liar marks of approbation and eftccm ] 
from the fupreme and almighty beings 
who as the lover and rrwarder of virtue, 
To him be ^ory for ever. Amen. 
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